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We hold many assumptions about police work—that it is the responsibility of the
state, or that police officers are given the right to kill in the name of public safety
or self-defense. But in The Killing Consensus, Graham Denyer Willis shows how
in Sdo Paulo, Brazil, killing and the arbitration of “normal” killing in the name of
socia order are actually conducted by two groups—the police and organized
crime—nboth operating according to parallel logics of murder. Based on three
years of ethnographic fieldwork, Willis's book traces how homicide detectives
categorize two types of killing: the first resulting from “resistance” to police
arrest (which is often broadly defined) and the second at the hands of a crime
"family' known as the Primeiro Comando da Capital (PCC). Death at the hands
of police happens regularly, while the PCC’ s centralized control and strict moral
code among criminals has a so routinized killing, ironically making the city feel
safer for most residents. In afractured urban security environment, where killing
mirrors patterns of inequitable urbanization and historical exclusion along class,
gender, and racial lines, Denyer Willis's research finds that the city’s cyclical
periods of peace and violence can best be understood through an unspoken but
mutually observed consensus on the right to kill. This consensus hinges on
common notions and street-level practices of who can die, where, how, and by
whom, revealing an empirically distinct configuration of authority that Denyer
Willis calls sovereignty by consensus.
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We hold many assumptions about police work—that it is the responsibility of the state, or that police officers
are given theright to kill in the name of public safety or self-defense. But in The Killing Consensus, Graham
Denyer Willis shows how in S8o Paulo, Brazil, killing and the arbitration of “normal” killing in the name of
social order are actually conducted by two groups—the police and organized crime—both operating
according to parallel logics of murder. Based on three years of ethnographic fieldwork, Willis's book traces
how homicide detectives categorize two types of killing: the first resulting from “resistance” to police arrest
(which is often broadly defined) and the second at the hands of a crime "family' known as the Primeiro
Comando da Capital (PCC). Death at the hands of police happens regularly, while the PCC’s centralized
control and strict moral code among criminals has also routinized killing, ironically making the city feel safer
for most residents. In afractured urban security environment, where killing mirrors patterns of inequitable
urbanization and historical exclusion along class, gender, and racial lines, Denyer Willis's research finds that
the city’ s cyclical periods of peace and violence can best be understood through an unspoken but mutually
observed consensus on the right to kill. This consensus hinges on common notions and street-level practices
of who can die, where, how, and by whom, revealing an empirically distinct configuration of authority that
Denyer Willis calls sovereignty by consensus.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Weaving in detailed observations from years of fieldwork, Willis's ethnography is both a cautionary tale
about the cyclical nature of unregulated violence and a critique of the system that facilitates such an
arrangement.”

(Survival: Global Politics and Strategy 2016-05-26)

From the Inside Flap

"Thisisapicture of policing in modern Brazil. Denyer Willis does not paint for us lovely, quiet nights with
quiet stars, with Jobim-like bossa nova echoes. It’s not the playful joy of the beach at |panema. He transports
us to violent placesin S&o Paulo, where the military police and organized crime groups act in cycles of
reflexive violence with impunity and both citizens and homicide detectives are fearful. Resisting arrest
becomes alicense for a murder by the police. Denyer Willis's detailed vignettes sketch a fascinating but
disturbing up-close picture of non-democratic policing."—Peter K. Manning, School of Criminal Justice and
Criminology, Northeastern University

"Every once in awhile a book comes aong that blasts through conventional wisdom and upends the way we
think about the basic organizing principles of society. Graham Denyer Willis's The Killing Consensusiis just
that book. A provocative and beautifully crafted exploration of the relations between police and criminalsin
Séo Paulo, Brazil, this book challenges the way that political scientists, sociologists, and anthropologists
understand urban violence and who is responsible for its management in cities of the global south."—Diane
E. Davis, Charles Dyer Norton Professor of Regiona Planning and Urbanism, Harvard Graduate School of
Design

"Graham Denyer Willis dissects the rel ationshi ps among state, society, police, and organized crimein S&o
Paulo, capital of the richest state of Brazil. The book demonstrates that, beyond the legal norm, the
regulation of who can live and who hasto die is atask not only for the state but also for the moral system of
the crime family known as the PCC. Willis reconstructs the steps of this intricate web of social and moral
relations, shedding light on the crime-control dilemmas and violence in recent democracies and on the
unfinished reforms of the police and justice institutions, a taboo subject in Latin America."—Renato Sérgio
de Lima, Professor, Getulio Vargas Foundation, and Vice-President of the Brazilian Forum on Public Safety

"Graham Denyer Willis offers us a powerful analysis of how homicide detectives in Sao Paulo decide whose
deaths are worthy of investigation. For those who think that violencein Latin Americais mainly caused by
the absence of the state, and that democratization will inevitably produce states with monopolies of
legitimate force, Willis has a message: think again. His portrait of sovereignty by consensus, in which state
and non-state armed actors implicitly cooperate in the management of violence, generates new insights and
raises fascinating questions about urban violence in Latin America and the Global South."—Anthony
Pereira, Director of the Brazil Institute, King's College London

About the Author

Graham Denyer Willisis a University Lecturer at the Centres of Development and Latin American Studies
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and a Fellow at Queens' College, University of Cambridge.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cornel Warren:

Book iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by areserve.
Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Killing Consensus: Police, Organized Crime,
and the Regulation of Life and Death in Urban Brazil will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel much more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or suitable book with you?

Deborah Hayes:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Killing
Consensus: Police, Organized Crime, and the Regulation of Life and Death in Urban Brazil suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Killing
Consensus: Police, Organized Crime, and the Regulation of Life and Death in Urban Brazilis the main of
several books that will everyone read now. Thiskind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their ideain the smple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This
book will give you agreat dea of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world within this book.

Elliot Weber:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
aswell as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a new book. It isreally funin your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day long to reading a book. The book The Killing Consensus: Palice, Organized Crime, and the Regulation
of Life and Death in Urban Brazil it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQore easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

IrmaMurray:

The book untitled The Killing Consensus: Police, Organized Crime, and the Regulation of Life and Death in
Urban Brazil contain alot of information on this. The writer explains your ex ideawith easy means. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
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written by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice read.
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