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Eviatar Zerubavel argues that most of the distinctions we make in our daily lives
and in our culture are social constructs. He questions the notion that a clear line
can be drawn to separate one time or object or concept from another, and
presents witty and provocative counterexamples in defense of ambiguity and
anomaly.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

People carve redlity into discrete mental dlices, "islands of meaning"; they categorize, classify and label. This
tendency, according to Zerubavel, can lead to the rigid mind that detests ambiguity. Stereotypes are born as
the rigid mind lumps together “the poor" or "Orientals.” In alucid, brilliantly original look at the way we
compartmentalize reality, the author, a Rutgers sociology professor, uses fundamental insights into humans
boundary-drawing habits to illumine the sense of self, taboos, xenophobia, aversion to bodily discharges,
sex, daily rituals, the need for privacy, humor and modern art's blurring of the distinction between art and
life. Without using jargon, he crams in awealth of phenomena, from wedding ceremonies to children's
oceanic, fluid mindset which he places on a continuum with mythical thought and psychosis. Readers will
edge closer toward attaining a"flexible mind" that avoids freezing reality into any one mental context.
Illustrations.

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

A witty, tightly written, and well-integrated look at our eternal struggles between order and chaos and the
need to find a practical medium. Since the time the Creator in Genesis divided light from dark, Zerubavel
(Sociology/Rutgers) says, we have continued to follow His example by structuring our own lives into
territories, partitions, classes, and other ™ discrete islands of meaning" that are both comforting and
constricting. Thisis especially true when such demarcations as white and black, Gentile and Jew, or
homosexua and heterosexual pose more trouble than they are worth. Growing up in Israel during the 1950's,
Zerubavel witnessed firsthand humanity's " “inordinate preoccupation with boundaries' that are often self-
imposed illusions. Here, he suggests ways we can ease our common ~ fear of dissolving" by being more
tolerant of ambiguities and striking a compromise " between the ocean and the bathtub." It therefore makes
sense that his writing takes ~"quantum leaps across mental divides' with a " "gelatinous' meld of psychology,
theology, literature, theater, art, math, zoology, and even embryology in an attempt to help us open our
“ossified mental cages." He examines, for example, the open-ended criteria separating man from ape, the
ambiguous civil rights of fetuses, and the multiple meanings behind Freudian dlips, and offers ingenious
analyses of iconoclasts such as M.C. Escher, Jorge Luis Borges, and Lewis Carroll--all of whom, Zerubavel
says, challenged the “solid entities" of time and space. A bright overview unafraid to glean the beauty in
““blurred- edge essences" and to expose the hazards of the rigid mind when nature prefers ““twilight zones." -
- Copyright ©1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Eviatar Zerubavel is professor of sociology at Rutgers University. Among his many books are Terra
Cognita and The Seven Day Circle, published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alice Christensen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you
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can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Fine Line: Making Distinctionsin Everyday Life.
Try to make the book The Fine Line: Making Distinctionsin Everyday Life as your good friend. It means
that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the
past. Y eah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know anything by the book. So, let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Arthur McLaurin:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Fine Line: Making Distinctions
in Everyday Life, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to missit?
What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on
itsidentified as reading friends.

Misty Ware:

Y ou can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Fine Line: Making Distinctionsin
Everyday Lifeissimpleto bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Karen Johnson:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Fine Line: Making Distinctions in Everyday Life when you desired it?
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