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Uncertainty is interwoven into human existence. It is a powerful incentive in the
search for knowledge and an inherent component of scientific research. We have
devel oped many ways of coping with uncertainty. We make promises, manage
risks and make predictionsto try to clear the mists and predict ahead. But the
future isinherently uncertain - and the mist that shrouds our path an inherent part
of our journey. The burning question iswhether our societies can face up to
uncertainty, learn to embrace it and whether we can open up to a constantly
evolving future.

In this new book, Helga Nowotny shows how research can thrive at the cusp of
uncertainty. Science, she argues, can eventually transform uncertainty into
certainty, but into certainty which remains always provisional.

Uncertainty is never completely static. It is constantly evolving. It encompasses
geological time scales and, at the level of human experience, split-second
changes as cells divide. Life and death decisions are taken in the blink of the eye,
while human interactions with the natural environment may reveal their impact
over millennia.

Uncertainty is cunning. It appears at unexpected moments, it shuns the straight
line, takes the oblique route and sometimes the unexpected short-cut. Aswe
acknowledge the cunning of uncertainty, itsthreats retreat. We accept that any
scientific inquiry must produce results that are provisional and uncertain. This
message is vital for politicians and policy-makers. do not be tempted by small,
short-term, controllable gains to the exclusion of uncertain, high-gain
opportunities.

Wide-ranging in its use of examples and enriched by the author’ s experience as
President of the European Research Council, one of the world’s leading funding
organisations for fundamental research. The Cunning of Uncertainty is a must-
read for students and scholars of all disciplines, politicians, policy-makers and
anyone concerned with the fundamental role of knowledge and science in our
societies today.
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Uncertainty isinterwoven into human existence. It is a powerful incentive in the search for knowledge and
an inherent component of scientific research. We have developed many ways of coping with uncertainty. We
make promises, manage risks and make predictions to try to clear the mists and predict ahead. But the future
isinherently uncertain - and the mist that shrouds our path an inherent part of our journey. The burning
guestion is whether our societies can face up to uncertainty, learn to embrace it and whether we can open up
to aconstantly evolving future.

In this new book, Helga Nowotny shows how research can thrive at the cusp of uncertainty. Science, she
argues, can eventually transform uncertainty into certainty, but into certainty which remains aways
provisional.

Uncertainty is never completely static. It is constantly evolving. It encompasses geological time scales and,
a the level of human experience, split-second changes as cells divide. Life and death decisions are taken in
the blink of the eye, while human interactions with the natural environment may reveal their impact over
millennia.

Uncertainty is cunning. It appears at unexpected moments, it shuns the straight line, takes the oblique route
and sometimes the unexpected short-cut. As we acknowledge the cunning of uncertainty, its threats retreat.
We accept that any scientific inquiry must produce results that are provisional and uncertain. This messageis
vital for politicians and policy-makers: do not be tempted by small, short-term, controllable gains to the
exclusion of uncertain, high-gain opportunities.

Wide-ranging in its use of examples and enriched by the author’ s experience as President of the European
Research Council, one of the world’ s leading funding organisations for fundamental research. The Cunning
of Uncertainty isamust-read for students and scholars of all disciplines, paoliticians, policy-makers and
anyone concerned with the fundamental role of knowledge and science in our societies today.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Informed, eloquent and compelling.'
The TimesHigher Education

Thisisthe most insightful, thorough reflection | have ever read on the most fundamental issue of our world:
how to accept uncertainty and how to deal with it. This book has extraordinary implications for the practice
and epistemology of science. A seminal work that will influence science policy in significant ways.'

Manuel Castells, University of Southern California

'With rapid advances in technology intersecting with human behaviour in unpredictable ways, how we
approach issues surrounding uncertainty will inevitably impact every aspect of life. In this thought-
provoking book, Professor Helga Nowaotny brings unigue perspectives on uncertainty from her extensive
background as a scholar, policy maker and research administrator.'

Subra Suresh, President, Carnegie Mellon Univer sity

"This brilliant new book confirms Helga Nowotny as the voice of social science in an initially unsympathetic
milieu, and its intellectual champion in her insistence that without understandings of and through society,
understandings of and through science cannot flourish./

Marilyn Strathern, University of Cambridge

'From tea leaves to necromancy, from betting to scientific research, Helga Nowotny?s exploration of
uncertainty is deep and wide, playful and practical in turn. But at the heart of the matter lies a serious
imperative, dear to my heart, which is the business of finding out about the world and how it works.'
Tim Hunt, ERC Scientific Council

'In this splendid book, Helga Nowotny tackles the ever-elusive human desire to tame the future by
considering how technology and innovation feed imagination and aspirations. Millennia dreams, science
fiction, sustainability studies, economics, algorithms and genetics are the stuff that drives her analysis across
an amazing array of fields and situations. Despite unrelenting randomness, she advocates that we embrace
uncertainty, for thisis essential for developing capabilities and social resilience.’

Mich?le Lamont, Harvard University

"Nowotny's slim book is abig well of wisdom. Y ou may find your sense of wonder refreshed if you locked
in some time to drink deep from it."
The Strait Times, Singapore

"Highly recommended to anybody with an interest in how humans fear, hope, and act upon the future.”
Mary Ann Liebert Publications

"Remarkable"
The American Historian

About the Author
Helga Nowotny isformer President of the European Research Council and Professor Emerita of Social
Studies of Scienceat ETH Zurich
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
LisaMorgan:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Cunning of Uncertainty. Y ou can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant some sort of book The
Cunning of Uncertainty. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign
or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
are able to open abook or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Lyman Johnson:

People livein this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not just arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is actually The Cunning of Uncertainty.

Lawrence Hur st:

Beside this specific The Cunning of Uncertainty in your phone, it may give you away to get closer to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got hereis fresh from oven so
don't become worry if you fed like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The
Cunning of Uncertainty because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from now!

Gregory Polster:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likeslooking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Cunning of Uncertainty or perhaps
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The
Cunning of Uncertainty to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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