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Do men use bad language more than women? How do social class and the use of
bad language interact? Do young speakers use bad language more frequently than
older speakers? Using the spoken section of the British National Corpus,
Swearing in English explores questions such as these and considers at length the
historical origins of modern attitudes to bad language.

Drawing on a variety of methodologies including historical research and corpus
linguistics, and a range of data such as corpora, dramatic texts, early modern
newsbooks and television, Tony McEnery takes a socio-historical approach to
discourses about bad language in English. Arguing that purity of speech and
power have come to be connected via a series of moral panics about bad
language, the book contends that these moral panics, over time, have generated
the differences observable in bad language usage in present day English.

A fascinating, comprehensive insight into an increasingly popular area, this book
provides an explanation, and not simply a description, of how modern attitudes to
bad language have come about.
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historical origins of modern attitudes to bad language.

Drawing on a variety of methodologies including historical research and corpus linguistics, and a range of
data such as corpora, dramatic texts, early modern newsbooks and television, Tony McEnery takes a socio-
historical approach to discourses about bad language in English. Arguing that purity of speech and power
have come to be connected via a series of moral panics about bad language, the book contends that these
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A fascinating, comprehensive insight into an increasingly popular area, this book provides an explanation,
and not simply a description, of how modern attitudes to bad language have come about.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tebo:

The book Swearing in English: Bad Language, Purity and Power from 1586 to the Present (Routledge
Advances in Corpus Linguistics) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the best thing like a book Swearing in English: Bad Language, Purity and Power from
1586 to the Present (Routledge Advances in Corpus Linguistics)? Some of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book Swearing in English: Bad Language, Purity and Power from 1586 to the
Present (Routledge Advances in Corpus Linguistics) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Richard Crowe:

Exactly why? Because this Swearing in English: Bad Language, Purity and Power from 1586 to the Present
(Routledge Advances in Corpus Linguistics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Katie Harper:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Swearing in English: Bad Language, Purity and Power from 1586 to the Present
(Routledge Advances in Corpus Linguistics). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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Wilda Baeza:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Swearing in English: Bad Language, Purity and Power from 1586 to the Present (Routledge
Advances in Corpus Linguistics) when you needed it?
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