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Slavery was widespread throughout the Mediterranean lands where Christianity
was born and developed. Though Christians were both slaves and slaveholders,
there has been surprisingly little study of what early Christians thought about the
realities of slavery. How did they reconcile slavery with the Gospel teachings of
brotherhood and charity? Slaves were considered the sexual property of their
owners: what was the status within the Church of enslaved women and young
male slaves who were their owners' sexual playthings? Is there any reason to
believe that Christians shied away from the use of corporal punishments so
common among ancient slave owners?

Jennifer A. Glancy brings a multilayered approach to these and many other
issues, offering a comprehensive re-examination of the evidence pertaining to
slavery in early Christianity. Drawing on a wide variety of sources, Glancy
situates early Christian slavery in its broader cultural setting. She argues that
scholars have consistently underestimated the pervasive impact of slavery on the
institutional structures, ideologies, and practices of the early churches and of
individual Christians. The churches, she shows, grew to maturity with the
assumption that slaveholding was the norm, and welcomed both slaves and
slaveholders as members. Glancy draws attention to the importance of the body
in the thought and practice of ancient slavery. To be a slave was to be a body
subject to coercion and violation, with no rights to corporeal integrity or privacy.
Even early Christians who held that true slavery was spiritual in nature relied,
ultimately, on bodily metaphors to express this. Slavery, Glancy demonstrates,
was an essential feature of both the physical and metaphysical worlds of early
Christianity.

The first book devoted to the early Christian ideology and practice of slavery,
this work sheds new light on the world of the ancient Mediterranean and on the
development of the early Church.
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Slavery was widespread throughout the Mediterranean lands where Christianity was born and developed.
Though Christians were both slaves and slaveholders, there has been surprisingly little study of what early
Christians thought about the realities of slavery. How did they reconcile slavery with the Gospel teachings of
brotherhood and charity? Slaves were considered the sexual property of their owners: what was the status
within the Church of enslaved women and young male slaves who were their owners' sexual playthings? Is
there any reason to believe that Christians shied away from the use of corporal punishments so common
among ancient slave owners?

Jennifer A. Glancy brings a multilayered approach to these and many other issues, offering a comprehensive
re-examination of the evidence pertaining to slavery in early Christianity. Drawing on a wide variety of
sources, Glancy situates early Christian slavery in its broader cultural setting. She argues that scholars have
consistently underestimated the pervasive impact of slavery on the institutional structures, ideologies, and
practices of the early churches and of individual Christians. The churches, she shows, grew to maturity with
the assumption that slaveholding was the norm, and welcomed both slaves and slaveholders as members.
Glancy draws attention to the importance of the body in the thought and practice of ancient slavery. To be a
slave was to be a body subject to coercion and violation, with no rights to corporeal integrity or privacy.
Even early Christians who held that true slavery was spiritual in nature relied, ultimately, on bodily
metaphors to express this. Slavery, Glancy demonstrates, was an essential feature of both the physical and
metaphysical worlds of early Christianity.

The first book devoted to the early Christian ideology and practice of slavery, this work sheds new light on
the world of the ancient Mediterranean and on the development of the early Church.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cynthia Sharma:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Slavery in Early Christianity
is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Mona Savoy:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is actually Slavery in Early Christianity.

Karen McCarthy:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Slavery in Early
Christianity provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Jonathan Solis:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Slavery in Early Christianity to make
your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and
studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the
reserve Slavery in Early Christianity can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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