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The third installment in the Modern Library's Paris Review "Writers at Work"
series, this is an all-new gathering of interviews with the most important and
compelling playwrights of our time. Their singular takes on their craft, their
influences, their lives, the state of contemporary theater, and the tricks of the
trade create an illuminating and unparalleled record of the life of the theater
itself.

"At its best,  theater is an antidote to the whiff of barbarity in the millennial air.
'My feeling is that people in a group, en masse, watching something, react
differently, and perhaps more profoundly, than they do when they're alone in
their living rooms,' Arthur Miller says here. In the dark, facing the stage,
surrounded by others, the paying customer can let himself go; he is emboldened.
The theatrical encounter allows a member of the public to think against received
opinions. He can submerge himself in the extraordinary, admit his darkest, most
infantile wishes, feel the pulse of the contemporary, hear the sludge of street talk
turned into poetry. This enterprise can be joyous and dangerous; when the
theater's game is good and tense, it is both."
--from the Introduction by John Lahr
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The third installment in the Modern Library's Paris Review "Writers at Work" series, this is an all-new
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an illuminating and unparalleled record of the life of the theater itself.

"At its best,  theater is an antidote to the whiff of barbarity in the millennial air. 'My feeling is that people in
a group, en masse, watching something, react differently, and perhaps more profoundly, than they do when
they're alone in their living rooms,' Arthur Miller says here. In the dark, facing the stage, surrounded by
others, the paying customer can let himself go; he is emboldened. The theatrical encounter allows a member
of the public to think against received opinions. He can submerge himself in the extraordinary, admit his
darkest, most infantile wishes, feel the pulse of the contemporary, hear the sludge of street talk turned into
poetry. This enterprise can be joyous and dangerous; when the theater's game is good and tense, it is both."
--from the Introduction by John Lahr
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This, the third in a series of reprints from the Paris Review (after Best Writers at Work and Women Writers
at Work), is an intriguing primary-source collection of interviews with 16 renowned playwrights. The pieces
start with a Thornton Wilder interview in 1956 and continue with Lillian Hellman (1965), Samuel Beckett
(1987), Tennessee Williams (1981), Eugene Ionesco (1984), Arthur Miller (1966 and 1999), Neil Simon
(1992), Edward Albee (1966), Harold Pinter (1966), Tom Stoppard (1988), John Guare (1992), Sam Shepard
(1997), August Wilson (1999), David Mamet (1997), and Wendy Wasserstein (1997). The resulting essays
are varied owing to the different approaches of both interviewer and playwright, but, overall, this is an
excellent gathering of brilliant minds in the theater, and these interviews provide significant insight into the
works of the writers. A great addition to literature and theater collections.DJ. Sara Paulk, Coastal Plain
Regional Lib., Tifton, GA
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The most famous feature of George Plimpton's Paris Review is the interview with an author that graces
nearly every issue. The latest collection of these colloquies showcases 16 dramatists' remarks about their art
and their practice of it. In the opening interview, Thornton Wilder makes an observation that resonates in his
successors' comments: "On the stage it is always now." A play is written out of the belief that what happens
is more interesting than describing or analyzing what happens. For Samuel Beckett, of course, it was what
failed to happen that was interesting, as he attests not directly--he declined to be interviewed--but through
Lawrence Shainberg's superb memoir of him at work. Besides the Beckett piece, the Eugene Ionesco
interview is the most intellectually intriguing. Arthur Miller proves the most concerned with historic
dramatic form, Neil Simon the most absorbed in stagecraft (save for Beckett), and Tennessee Williams the
most gossipy. Some other subjects in this treasure trove for theater lovers are Edward Albee, John Guare,
David Mamet, August Wilson, and Wendy Wasserstein. Ray Olson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

From the Inside Flap
The third installment in the Modern Library's Paris Review "Writers at Work" series, this is an all-new
gathering of interviews with the most important and compelling playwrights of our time. Their singular takes
on their craft, their influences, their lives, the state of contemporary theater, and the tricks of the trade create
an illuminating and unparalleled record of the life of the theater itself.
"At its best, theater is an antidote to the whiff of barbarity in the millennial air. 'My feeling is that people in a
group, en masse, watching something, react differently, and perhaps more profoundly, than they do when
they're alone in their living rooms, ' Arthur Miller says here. In the dark, facing the stage, surrounded by
others, the paying customer can let himself go; he is emboldened. The theatrical encounter allows a member
of the public to think against received opinions. He can submerge himself in the extraordinary, admit his
darkest, most infantile wishes, feel the pulse of the contemporary, hear the sludge of street talk turned into
poetry. This enterprise can be joyous and dangerous; when the theater's game is good and tense, it is both."
--from the Introduction by John Lahr
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Delores Nault:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Playwrights at
Work: Interviews with Albee, Beckett, Guare, Hellman, Ionesco, Mamet, Miller, Pinter, Shepard, Simon,
Stoppard, Wasserstein, Wilder, Williams, Wilson (Modern Library (Paperback)). All type of book can you
see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Numbers Harless:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually Playwrights at Work: Interviews with Albee, Beckett, Guare, Hellman, Ionesco, Mamet, Miller,
Pinter, Shepard, Simon, Stoppard, Wasserstein, Wilder, Williams, Wilson (Modern Library (Paperback)).

Cecil Atkins:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Playwrights at Work: Interviews with Albee, Beckett,
Guare, Hellman, Ionesco, Mamet, Miller, Pinter, Shepard, Simon, Stoppard, Wasserstein, Wilder, Williams,
Wilson (Modern Library (Paperback)) can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book
you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have
Playwrights at Work: Interviews with Albee, Beckett, Guare, Hellman, Ionesco, Mamet, Miller, Pinter,
Shepard, Simon, Stoppard, Wasserstein, Wilder, Williams, Wilson (Modern Library (Paperback)).

Pauline Stern:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library.
They go to right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not
important, boring and also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Playwrights at Work: Interviews with
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