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Maurice Merleau-Ponty (1908-1961) is one of the most important philosophers
of the Twentieth century. His theories of perception and the role of the body have
had an enormous impact on the humanities and socia sciences, yet the full scope
of his contribution not only to phenomenology but philosophy generally isonly
now becoming clear. In this lucid and comprehensive introduction, Taylor
Carman explains and assesses the full range of Merleau-Ponty’ s philosophy.

Beginning with an overview of Merleau-Ponty’ s life and work, subsequent
chapters cover fundamental aspects of Merleau-Ponty’ s thought, including his
philosophy of perception and intentionality; the role of the body in relation to
perception; philosophy of history and culture; and his writings on art and
aesthetics, particularly the work of Cezanne. A final chapter considers Merleau-
Ponty’ s importance today, examining his philosophy in light of recent
developments in philosophy of mind and cognitive science.

Merleau-Ponty is essential reading for students of phenomenology, existentialism
and Twentieth century philosophy. It is aso ideal for anyone in the humanities
and social sciences seeking an introduction to his work.
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Maurice Merleau-Ponty (1908-1961) is one of the most important philosophers of the Twentieth century. His
theories of perception and the role of the body have had an enormous impact on the humanities and social
sciences, yet the full scope of his contribution not only to phenomenology but philosophy generally isonly
now becoming clear. In thislucid and comprehensive introduction, Taylor Carman explains and assesses the
full range of Merleau-Ponty’ s philosophy.

Beginning with an overview of Merleau-Ponty’ s life and work, subsequent chapters cover fundamental
aspects of Merleau-Ponty’ s thought, including his philosophy of perception and intentionality; the role of the
body in relation to perception; philosophy of history and culture; and hiswritings on art and aesthetics,
particularly the work of Cezanne. A final chapter considers Merleau-Ponty’ s importance today, examining
his philosophy in light of recent developments in philosophy of mind and cognitive science.

Merleau-Ponty is essential reading for students of phenomenology, existentialism and Twentieth century
philosophy. It isalso idea for anyone in the humanities and social sciences seeking an introduction to his
work.
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Editorial Review
Review

‘Carman givesafresh, clear, and convincing account of Merleau-Ponty'sthought. Hisbook isthe best
availablethusfar and should berequired reading for those interested in Merleau-Ponty's original and
important ideas and how they relate both to our pervasive perceptual experience and to current
philosophical debate.” — Hubert Dreyfus, University of California, Berkeley, USA

'Thisisthe best introduction to Merleau-Ponty'swork available. It providesa clear and lucid overview
of thewhole of Merleau-Ponty’ s thought, presenting the central ideas and themes of hiswritingsin an
accessible yet rigorousway. Assuch, it will be of interest to beginners and advanced scholarsalike.' —
Mark Wrathall, University of California, Riverside, USA

"...awonderful exposition of M erleau-Ponty's philosophy as a whole. It offers clear explanations of
Merleau-Ponty'sideas and some of the most significant theories and movementsthat influenced him,
and shows how histhinking developed across the cour se of hislife. In addition, Carman haswritten
with great panache." — Komarine Romdenh-Romluc, University of Nottingham, UK

'Carman’'s accounting is nuanced, closely argued, and exceptionally clear. Hisintroduction coversthe
whole of Merleau-Ponty's consider able cor pus, tracing its development and exhibiting its continued
relevance for contemporary debatesin phenomenology and psychology, philosophy of mind, and
metaphysics. It will be enormously useful to teachersand students seeking an accessible introduction
to Merleau-Ponty'swritings." — Wayne Martin, University of Essex, UK

'"Thisbook is extremely well written — very clear and engaging —and, with regard to itsrepresentation

of Merleau-Ponty's philosophy, the account is comprehensive and insightful. | would recommend this

book asthefirst and main commentary for studentsto consult." — Sebastian Gardner, University College
London, UK

About the Author
Columbia University, USA

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Babby Phillips:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Merleau-Ponty (The Routledge Philosophers) book is readable by you
who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Merleau-
Ponty (The Routledge Philosophers) content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available asit. So, do you still
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thinking Merleau-Ponty (The Routledge Philosophers) is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Robert Hightower:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Merleau-Ponty (The
Routledge Philosophers) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but
for al of you who wantsto possibly be success person. So , for al of you who want to start reading as your
good habit, it is possible to pick Merleau-Ponty (The Routledge Philosophers) become your personal starter.

James Brown:

The book untitled Merleau-Ponty (The Routledge Philosophers) contain alot of information on it. The writer
explains her idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the
new period of time of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Josephine Weeks:

Y ou could spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Merleau-Ponty (The Routledge
Philosophers) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.
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