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Leviathan and the Air-Pump examines the conflicts over the value and propriety
of experimental methods between two major seventeenth-century thinkers:
Thomas Hobbes, author of the political treatise Leviathan and vehement critic of
systematic experimentation in natural philosophy, and Robert Boyle, mechanical
philosopher and owner of the newly invented air-pump. The issues at stake in
their disputes ranged from the physical integrity of the air-pump to the
intellectual integrity of the knowledge it might yield. Both Boyle and Hobbes
were looking for ways of establishing knowledge that did not decay into ad
hominem attacks and political division. Boyle proposed the experiment as cure.
He argued that facts should be manufactured by machines like the air-pump so
that gentlemen could witness the experiments and produce knowledge that
everyone agreed on. Hobbes, by contrast, looked for natural law and viewed
experiments as the artificial, unreliable products of an exclusive guild.

The new approaches taken in Leviathan and the Air-Pump have been enormously
influential on historical studies of science. Shapin and Schaffer found a moment
of scientific revolution and showed how key scientific givens--facts,
interpretations, experiment, truth--were fundamental to a new political order.
Shapin and Schaffer were also innovative in their ethnographic approach.
Attempting to understand the work habits, rituals, and social structures of a
remote, unfamiliar group, they argued that politics were tied up in what scientists
did, rather than what they said. Steven Shapin and Simon Schaffer use the
confrontation between Hobbes and Boyle as a way of understanding what was at
stake in the early history of scientific experimentation. They describe the
protagonists' divergent views of natural knowledge, and situate the Hobbes-
Boyle disputes within contemporary debates over the role of intellectuals in
public life and the problems of social order and assent in Restoration England. In
a new introduction, the authors describe how science and its social context were
understood when this book was first published, and how the study of the history
of science has changed since then.
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Leviathan and the Air-Pump examines the conflicts over the value and propriety of experimental methods
between two major seventeenth-century thinkers: Thomas Hobbes, author of the political treatise Leviathan
and vehement critic of systematic experimentation in natural philosophy, and Robert Boyle, mechanical
philosopher and owner of the newly invented air-pump. The issues at stake in their disputes ranged from the
physical integrity of the air-pump to the intellectual integrity of the knowledge it might yield. Both Boyle
and Hobbes were looking for ways of establishing knowledge that did not decay into ad hominem attacks
and political division. Boyle proposed the experiment as cure. He argued that facts should be manufactured
by machines like the air-pump so that gentlemen could witness the experiments and produce knowledge that
everyone agreed on. Hobbes, by contrast, looked for natural law and viewed experiments as the artificial,
unreliable products of an exclusive guild.

The new approaches taken in Leviathan and the Air-Pump have been enormously influential on historical
studies of science. Shapin and Schaffer found a moment of scientific revolution and showed how key
scientific givens--facts, interpretations, experiment, truth--were fundamental to a new political order. Shapin
and Schaffer were also innovative in their ethnographic approach. Attempting to understand the work habits,
rituals, and social structures of a remote, unfamiliar group, they argued that politics were tied up in what
scientists did, rather than what they said. Steven Shapin and Simon Schaffer use the confrontation between
Hobbes and Boyle as a way of understanding what was at stake in the early history of scientific
experimentation. They describe the protagonists' divergent views of natural knowledge, and situate the
Hobbes-Boyle disputes within contemporary debates over the role of intellectuals in public life and the
problems of social order and assent in Restoration England. In a new introduction, the authors describe how
science and its social context were understood when this book was first published, and how the study of the
history of science has changed since then.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Shapin and Schaffer work out the implications of these debates [between Hobbes and Boyle] for the history
of science with great skill of interpretation and exposition. They use their findings and their analysis to give
an explanation of the experimental enterprise in general, which, although it is not philosophical in nature,
always takes philosophy most seriously. This is simply one of the most original, enjoyable and important
books published in the history of science in recent years."--Owen Hannaway, Technology and Culture

"If any proof of the intellectual buoyancy or intrinsic worth of the history and philosophy for science was
needed, nothing better could be provided than this study by Steven Shapin and Simon Schaffer. . . . Their
findings suggest the futility of wrenching science from its ideological context, and not only with respect to
the seventeenth century; they also detect parallels with the crisis of confidence affecting contemporary
science."--Charles Webster, The Times Literary Supplement

Praise for Princeton's previous editions: "Steven Shapin and Simon Schaffer have ventured beyond ordinary
history of science or history of ideas to produce a novel 'exercise in the sociology of scientific knowledge.' . .
. a historical study rich in new interpretations and notable for the use of sources of a kind not hitherto fully
exploited by scholars."--Clive Holmes, American Historical Review

"[T]he most influential text in our field since Thomas Kuhn'sStructure of Scientific Revolutions."--James
Secord,Isis

"This is simply one of the most original, enjoyable, and important books published in the history of science
in recent years."--Owen Hannaway,Technology and Culture

"[A]n unparalleled vignette of the birth pangs of a new style of reasoning."--Ian Hacking,British Journal
for the History of Science

"Before Shapin and Schaffer, other historians of science had studied scientific practice; other historians had
studied the religious, political and cultural context of science. No one, before Shapin and Schaffer, had been
capable of doing both at once."--Bruno Latour, author ofWe Have Never Been Modern

"There is every reason to regard this as one of the most important achievements in science studies in the late
twentieth century."--John H. Zammito, author ofA Nice Derangement of Epistemes

"One of the most influential books in the modern history of science."--Melinda Baldwin,Physics Today

About the Author
Steven Shapin is the Franklin L. Ford Professor of the History of Science at Harvard University. Simon
Schaffer is professor of history of science at the University of Cambridge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Donald Calderon:

The book Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the Experimental Life give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a
book Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the Experimental Life to become your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a book Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes,
Boyle, and the Experimental Life. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Ruth Mahan:

The guide with title Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the Experimental Life contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Kelly Livingston:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the
Experimental Life can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have
issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Leviathan
and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the Experimental Life.

Agnes Figueroa:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the Experimental Life
can make you experience more interested to read.
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