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Originally published in 1978, From Ritual to Record was one of the first books to
recognize the importance of sports as alens on the fundamental structure of
societies. In this reissue, Guttmann emphasizes the many ways that modern
sports, dramatically different from the sports of previous eras, have profoundly
shaped contemporary life.
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Editorial Review
Review

A pioneering work in afield remarkably little touched... For any future writer about the philosophy or the
sociology of sport in general, this book will be required reading.

(Julian Symons Times Literary Supplement)

The chief advantage that Guttmann has over other sports theoreticians is awillingness to employ the
techniques of modern rhetoric in creating some order out of the ideological confusion now swirling around
his subject. He is adefiner, a synthesizer, a causal analyst, aswell as an arguer and a counter-arguer.

(Virginia Quarterly)

[Guttmann's] lucid, original, stimulating, blessedly jargon-free book does something to lighten our darkness.
His pleasant, incisive style reflects a mind uncluttered by prejudice or ideology.

(Brian Glanville London Sunday Times)

Review

[Guttmann is] our most distinguished contemporary thinker on the nature and role of sport in society.

(A. Bartlett Giamatti, late commissioner of baseball)

The most accomplished analyst and critic of sport of our age.
(Richard D. Mandell, author of Sport: A Cultural History)
About the Author

Allen Guttmann is professor of American studies at Amherst College. His many books include The
Olympics: A History of the Modern Games, Games and Empires. Modern Sports and Cultural Imperialism
(Columbia), and atrandation of Peter Kihnst's Sports: A Cultural History in the Mirror of Art. Helivesin
Leverett, Massachusetts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Owens:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
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want something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man or woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need that From Ritual to
Record: The Nature of Modern Sportsto read.

Joseph Lewis:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading areserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific From Ritual to Record:
The Nature of Modern Sports book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Kayla Wilson:

This From Ritual to Record: The Nature of Modern Sportsis great book for you because the content and that
isfull of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute.
Thiskind of book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
From Ritual to Record: The Nature of Modern Sportsin your hand like finding the world in your arm, infoin
it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but
this book already do that. So, this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt this?

James Walton:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like From Ritual to Record: The
Nature of Modern Sports which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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