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In our daily life, it really seems as though we have free will, that what we do
from moment to moment is determined by conscious decisions that we freely
make. Y ou get up from the couch, you go for awalk, you eat chocolate ice
cream. It seems that we're in control of actions like these; if we are, then we have
free will. But in recent years, some have argued that free will isanillusion. The
neuroscientist (and best-selling author) Sam Harris and the late Harvard
psychologist Daniel Wegner, for example, claim that certain scientific findings
disprove free will. In this engaging and accessible volume in the Essentia
Knowledge series, the philosopher Mark Balaguer examines the various
arguments and experiments that have been cited to support the claim that human
beings don't have free will. He finds them to be overstated and misguided.

Balaguer discusses determinism, the view that every physical event is
predetermined, or completely caused by prior events. He describes several
philosophical and scientific arguments against free will, including one based on
Benjamin Libet's famous neuroscientific experiments, which allegedly show that
our conscious decisions are caused by neural events that occur before we choose.
He considers various religious and philosophical views, including the
philosophical pro-free-will view known as compatibilism. Balaguer concludes
that the anti-free-will arguments put forward by philosophers, psychologists, and
neuroscientists simply don't work. They don't provide any good reason to doubt
the existence of free will. But, he cautions, this doesn't necessarily mean that we
have free will. The question of whether we have free will remains an open one;
we simply don't know enough about the brain to answer it definitively.
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Inour daily life, it really seems as though we have free will, that what we do from moment to moment is
determined by conscious decisions that we freely make. Y ou get up from the couch, you go for awalk, you
eat chocolate ice cream. It seems that we'rein control of actions like these; if we are, then we have free will.
But in recent years, some have argued that free will is an illusion. The neuroscientist (and best-selling
author) Sam Harris and the late Harvard psychologist Daniel Wegner, for example, claim that certain
scientific findings disprove free will. In this engaging and accessible volume in the Essential Knowledge
series, the philosopher Mark Balaguer examines the various arguments and experiments that have been cited
to support the claim that human beings don't have free will. He finds them to be overstated and misguided.

Balaguer discusses determinism, the view that every physical event is predetermined, or completely caused
by prior events. He describes several philosophical and scientific arguments against free will, including one
based on Benjamin Libet's famous neuroscientific experiments, which alegedly show that our conscious
decisions are caused by neural events that occur before we choose. He considers various religious and
philosophical views, including the philosophical pro-free-will view known as compatibilism. Balaguer
concludes that the anti-free-will arguments put forward by philosophers, psychologists, and neuroscientists
simply don't work. They don't provide any good reason to doubt the existence of free will. But, he cautions,
this doesn't necessarily mean that we have free will. The question of whether we have free will remains an
open one; we simply don't know enough about the brain to answer it definitively.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Mark Balaguer is Professor in the Department of Philosophy at California State University, Los Angeles. He
isthe author of Platonism and Anti-Platonismin Mathematicsand Free Will as an Open Scientific Question
(MIT Press).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Paul Flynn:

Here thing why thiskind of Free Will (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it dependsin the content from it
which isthe content is as delightful asfood or not. Free Will (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series)
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
publication that similar with Free Will (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series). It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world whichis
maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means
home by train. Should you be having difficultiesin bringing the published book maybe the form of Free Will
(The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) in e-book can be your aternate.

Kathleen Strickland:

This book untitled Free Will (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Susan Hare:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Free Will (The MIT Press
Essential Knowledge series) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's abook you know. Y ou are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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Sheila Whitley:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Free Will (The MIT Press Essential
Knowledge series) or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel desireto read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those publications are hel ping them to increase their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Free Will (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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