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Outspoken, Pulitzer Prize-winning New York Times Op-Ed columnist
Maureen Dowd tackles the hot-button topic of gender politics in this “funny,
biting, and incisive take on women's place in American society today.”*

Are men afraid of smart, successful women? Why did feminism fizzle? Why are
so many of today’s women freezing their faces and emotions in an orgy of
plasticity? Is “having it all” just a cruel hoax?

In this witty and wide-ranging book, Maureen Dowd looks at the state of the
sexual union, raising bold questions and examining everything from economics
and presidential politics to pop culture and the “why?” of the Y chromosome.

In our ever-changing culture where locker room talk has become the talk of the
town, Are Men Necessary? will intrigue Dowd's devoted readers—and anyone
trying to sort out the chaos that occurs when sexes collide.

THE INSPIRATION FOR WHITNEY CUMMINGS' FORTHCOMING
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Outspoken, Pulitzer Prize-winning New York Times Op-Ed columnist Maureen Dowd tackles the hot-
button topic of gender politics in this “funny, biting, and incisive take on women's place in American
society today.”*

Are men afraid of smart, successful women? Why did feminism fizzle? Why are so many of today’s women
freezing their faces and emotions in an orgy of plasticity? Is “having it all” just a cruel hoax?

In this witty and wide-ranging book, Maureen Dowd looks at the state of the sexual union, raising bold
questions and examining everything from economics and presidential politics to pop culture and the “why?”
of the Y chromosome.

In our ever-changing culture where locker room talk has become the talk of the town, Are Men Necessary?
will intrigue Dowd's devoted readers—and anyone trying to sort out the chaos that occurs when sexes
collide.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
She may be smart, incisive, witty, and keenly observant but with the release of Are Men Necessary?--a series
of pithy (some might say piqued) ruminations on the sexes--Maureen Dowd will never, ever be championed
by guys. Not that she cares. Even those who seek to avoid her columns in the august pages of The New York
Times are certain to stumble over her invective in syndication. Dowd, it often seems, is everywhere. So those
seeking even more via this book should be warned: Are Men Necessary? not only asks the eponymous
question; it seeks to answer it with myriad examples (some convincing, some not) drawn from the Toronto
Star to Kenneth Starr, from Cosmopolitan to Condoleezza Rice. You can bet a lot of folks aren't going to
relish the answer.

With hands on hips and eyes wide open, Dowd surveys gender relations in contemporary settings such as the
workplace, the White House, the mall, and the media, comparing and contrasting as she goes. And while her
secondary sources are endless--and, let's face it, the subject of gender inequality is not exactly new--Dowd
manages to produce a fair share of bons mots. To wit, this pearl on the subject of plastic surgery and men: "I
have yet to see a man come out of cosmetic surgery without looking transformed into some permanently
astonished lesbian version of himself," Dowd quotes a source as saying. "It's terrifying. My friend's father
had just his eyes done by the best, most highly sought-after cosmetic surgeon in New York City. And he
doesn't look refreshed or well rested. He looks like he's being stabbed to death by invisible people." Dowd's
generously dispersed anecdotes, though seldom as funny, are equally readable. In the end, though, one
wishes Are Men Necessary? went beyond simply grocery listing examples of sexual disparity to offer
concrete suggestions for change. Then again, maybe that's too great a task even for a woman like Dowd. --
Kim Hughes

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Hearing Dowd purr through her own book provides an entirely new, unexpected dimension
to her writing. As with her op-ed columns for the New York Times, her book on the travails of the modern
woman clothes alarming conclusions in fizzy, irony-drenched writing. For her reading of her book on the
return of femininity as a man-catching technique, Dowd turns on her own feminine wiles, often beginning
new paragraphs by breathing seductively into the microphone before settling back and adopting a more
ordinary-sounding tone. To Dowd, the act of reading is a form of seduction, a notion reflected in the
audiobook's packaging, whose cover features a painting of a glam redhead reading on the subway. Dowd's
sensual reading is a clever gambit, luring listeners in before clobbering them with the sad truth of the
backlash to feminism. If her Times gig ever falls through, she can always fall back on a second career as an
audiobook reader.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Sex is a topic generally considered unsuitable for polite conversation. Ah, but the intrepid New York Times
columnist, winner of a Pulitzer Prize in 1999, steps up to the plate to hit some fly balls well out of the field as
she discusses sexual realities and absurdities, doing so with the same verve and nerve with which she
handled the other hot-button topic--politics--in her 2004 best-seller, Bushworld. Dowd is hilarious, cutting,
and provocative--in other words, perfectly willing to express her vision of the truth without an ounce of
reservation. And isn't that why readers gravitate to her? Her new book arises from her New Times columns,
and her observations on how men and women relate lead to pithy commentary on the contradictory path
feminism has taken ("the new urban legend is about a young man who loses a girl by asking her to split the
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check"), the superior suitability of women as political leaders ("women are affected by lunar tides only once
a month; men have raging hormones every day"), and other topics more timid conversationalists would stay
away from. Thank goodness she doesn't. Brad Hooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Larry Boggs:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this Are Men Necessary?: When Sexes Collide
book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Leonie Blazek:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Are Men Necessary?: When Sexes Collide, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Annamarie Hernandez:

This Are Men Necessary?: When Sexes Collide is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Are Men Necessary?: When
Sexes Collide in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this e-
book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Lowell Bohler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
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important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Are Men Necessary?:
When Sexes Collide.
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