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In the first authoritative biography of Alexander the Great written for a general
audience in a generation, classicist and historian Philip Freeman tells the
remarkable life of the great conqueror. The celebrated Macedonian king has been
one of the most enduring figures in history. He was a general of such skill and
renown that for two thousand years other great leaders studied his strategy and
tactics, from Hannibal to Napoleon, with countless more in between. He flashed
across the sky of history like a comet, glowing brightly and burning out quickly:
crowned at age nineteen, dead by thirty-two. He established the greatest empire
of the ancient world; Greek coins and statues are found as far east as
Afghanistan. Our interest in him has never faded.

Alexander was born into the royal family of Macedonia, the kingdom that would
soon rule over Greece. Tutored as a boy by Aristotle, Alexander had an
inquisitive mind that would serve him well when he faced formidable obstacles
during his military campaigns. Shortly after taking command of the army, he
launched an invasion of the Persian empire, and continued his conquests as far
south as the deserts of Egypt and as far east as the mountains of present-day
Pakistan and the plains of India. Alexander spent nearly all his adult life away
from his homeland, and he and his men helped spread the Greek language
throughout western Asia, where it would become the lingua franca of the ancient
world. Within a short time after Alexander’s death in Baghdad, his empire began
to fracture. Best known among his successors are the Ptolemies of Egypt, whose
empire lasted until Cleopatra.

In his lively and authoritative biography of Alexander, classical scholar and
historian Philip Freeman describes Alexander’s astonishing achievements and
provides insight into the mercurial character of the great conqueror. Alexander
could be petty and magnanimous, cruel and merciful, impulsive and farsighted.
Above all, he was ferociously, intensely competitive and could not tolerate
losing—which he rarely did. As Freeman explains, without Alexander, the
influence of Greece on the ancient world would surely not have been as great as
it was, even if his motivation was not to spread Greek culture for beneficial
purposes but instead to unify his empire. Only a handful of people have
influenced history as Alexander did, which is why he continues to fascinate us.
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In the first authoritative biography of Alexander the Great written for a general audience in a generation,
classicist and historian Philip Freeman tells the remarkable life of the great conqueror. The celebrated
Macedonian king has been one of the most enduring figures in history. He was a general of such skill and
renown that for two thousand years other great leaders studied his strategy and tactics, from Hannibal to
Napoleon, with countless more in between. He flashed across the sky of history like a comet, glowing
brightly and burning out quickly: crowned at age nineteen, dead by thirty-two. He established the greatest
empire of the ancient world; Greek coins and statues are found as far east as Afghanistan. Our interest in him
has never faded.

Alexander was born into the royal family of Macedonia, the kingdom that would soon rule over Greece.
Tutored as a boy by Aristotle, Alexander had an inquisitive mind that would serve him well when he faced
formidable obstacles during his military campaigns. Shortly after taking command of the army, he launched
an invasion of the Persian empire, and continued his conquests as far south as the deserts of Egypt and as far
east as the mountains of present-day Pakistan and the plains of India. Alexander spent nearly all his adult life
away from his homeland, and he and his men helped spread the Greek language throughout western Asia,
where it would become the lingua franca of the ancient world. Within a short time after Alexander’s death in
Baghdad, his empire began to fracture. Best known among his successors are the Ptolemies of Egypt, whose
empire lasted until Cleopatra.

In his lively and authoritative biography of Alexander, classical scholar and historian Philip Freeman
describes Alexander’s astonishing achievements and provides insight into the mercurial character of the great
conqueror. Alexander could be petty and magnanimous, cruel and merciful, impulsive and farsighted. Above
all, he was ferociously, intensely competitive and could not tolerate losing—which he rarely did. As
Freeman explains, without Alexander, the influence of Greece on the ancient world would surely not have
been as great as it was, even if his motivation was not to spread Greek culture for beneficial purposes but
instead to unify his empire. Only a handful of people have influenced history as Alexander did, which is why
he continues to fascinate us.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Even before Alexander’s death, in 323 BCE, his legend had accelerated, aided considerably by his highly
effective skills of self-promotion. Classics professor Freeman has written a compact biography that avoids
the pitfalls of romanticizing or understanding the personality of Alexander. It is a well-written, chronological
narrative that allows Alexander’s remarkable career and achievements to speak for themselves. Freeman
doesn’t ignore the thuggish aspects of Alexander’s efforts, but he does correctly place them within the
context of the rather nasty world of both Macedonian and Asian political and military struggles. He also pays
ample tribute to Alexander’s father, Philip, whose diplomatic and military skills molded the disparate hill
tribes of Macedonia into the dominant power in Greece. Justifiably, it is Alexander’s conquest of the Persian
Empire and northern India that forms the bulk of the story and reveals his true genius, including his
leadership, expertise in siege warfare, and ability to hold together what evolved into a huge, diverse army.
General readers will appreciate this fine account of a man truly deserving of the title Great. --Jay Freeman

Review
“Mr. Freeman’s ambition, he tells us in his introduction, was ‘to write a biography of Alexander that is first
and foremost a story.’ It is one he splendidly fulfills.”
—Tom Holland, The Wall Street Journal

"A well-written, chronological narrative that allows Alexander’s remarkable career and achievements to
speak for themselves. . . . Readers will appreciate this fine account of a man truly deserving of the title
'Great.'"
—Booklist

"Fast-paced and dramatic, much like Alexander himself, this is a splendid introduction into one of the most
dramatic true stories of history."

—Adrian Goldsworthy, author of Antony and Cleopatra

“Lean, learned, and marked by good judgment on every page, Alexander the Great is also a roaring good
yarn. Philip Freeman has the eye of someone who has walked in Alexander’s footsteps, and he writes with
grace and wisdom.”

—Barry Strauss, author of The Spartacus War and professor of history, Cornell University

About the Author
Philip Freeman is Qualley Professor of Classics at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, and a former professor
of classics at Washington University in St. Louis. He was selected as avisiting fellow at the Institute for
Advanced Study at Princeton for January 2012. He earned the first joint Ph.D. in classics and Celtic studies
from Harvard University, and has been a visiting scholar at the Harvard Divinity School, the American
Academy in Rome, and the Center for Hellenic Studies in Washington, D.C. The author of several previous
books including Alexander the Great, St. Patrick of Ireland and Julius Caesar, he lives with his family in
Decorah, Iowa. Visit him at http://philipfreemanbooks.com.
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From reader reviews:

Randall Yang:

The guide with title Alexander the Great has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot
of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Louise Graham:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to you is Alexander the Great this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is
why this book acceptable all of you.

Patrick Austin:

Beside this specific Alexander the Great in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Alexander the Great because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Alice Prahl:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top listing in your reading list will be Alexander the Great. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this book
you can get many advantages.
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