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The invasion of land by ocean-dwelling plants and animals was one of the most
revolutionary events in the evolution of life on Earth, yet the animal invasion
almost failed?twice?because of the twin mass extinctions of the Late Devonian
Epoch. Some 359 to 375 million years ago, these catastrophic events dealt our
ancestors a blow that almost drove them back into the sea. If those extinctions
had been just a bit more severe, spiders and insects?instead of vertebrates?might
have become the ecologically dominant forms of animal life on land.

This book examines the profound evolutionary consequences of the Late
Devonian extinctions and the various theories proposed to explain their
occurrence. Only one group of four-limbed vertebrates exists on Earth, while
other tetrapod-like fishes are extinct. This gap is why the idea of "fish with feet"
seems so peculiar to us, yet such animals were once a vital part of our world, and
if the Devonian extinctions had not happened, members of these species, like the
famous Acanthostega and Ichthyostega, might have continued to live in our
rivers and lakes. Synthesizing decades of research and including a wealth of new
discoveries, this accessible, comprehensive text explores the causes of the
Devonian extinctions, the reasons vertebrates were so severely affected, and the
potential evolution of the modern world if the extinctions had never taken place.
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The invasion of land by ocean-dwelling plants and animals was one of the most revolutionary events in the
evolution of life on Earth, yet the animal invasion almost failed?twice?because of the twin mass extinctions
of the Late Devonian Epoch. Some 359 to 375 million years ago, these catastrophic events dealt our
ancestors a blow that almost drove them back into the sea. If those extinctions had been just a bit more
severe, spiders and insects?instead of vertebrates?might have become the ecologically dominant forms of
animal life on land.

This book examines the profound evolutionary consequences of the Late Devonian extinctions and the
various theories proposed to explain their occurrence. Only one group of four-limbed vertebrates exists on
Earth, while other tetrapod-like fishes are extinct. This gap is why the idea of "fish with feet" seems so
peculiar to us, yet such animals were once a vital part of our world, and if the Devonian extinctions had not
happened, members of these species, like the famous Acanthostega and Ichthyostega, might have continued
to live in our rivers and lakes. Synthesizing decades of research and including a wealth of new discoveries,
this accessible, comprehensive text explores the causes of the Devonian extinctions, the reasons vertebrates
were so severely affected, and the potential evolution of the modern world if the extinctions had never taken
place.
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Editorial Review

Review

McGhee is able to organize a vast literature into a coherent evolutionary story that is quite unique. From the
origin of plants and animals through the Devonian era, this book is a marvelous read. It is important for a
wide variety of geologists and biologists and for any readers interested in paleontology and environmental
change.

(Peter Sheehan, curator, Milwaukee Public Museum)

Informative, lively... Highly recommended.

(CHOICE)

About the Author

George R. McGhee Jr. is Distinguished Professor of Paleobiology at Rutgers University and a Member of the
Konrad Lorenz Institute for Evolution and Cognition Research in Klosterneuburg, Austria. He has held
research positions at the University of Tübingen, the Field Museum of Natural History, and the American
Museum of Natural History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Logan:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have
read is usually When the Invasion of Land Failed: The Legacy of the Devonian Extinctions (The Critical
Moments and Perspectives in Earth History and Paleobiology).

Bette Morgan:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping When the Invasion of Land Failed:
The Legacy of the Devonian Extinctions (The Critical Moments and Perspectives in Earth History and
Paleobiology) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they
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react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick When the Invasion of Land Failed: The Legacy of the
Devonian Extinctions (The Critical Moments and Perspectives in Earth History and Paleobiology) become
your starter.

Felicia Sharpton:

This When the Invasion of Land Failed: The Legacy of the Devonian Extinctions (The Critical Moments and
Perspectives in Earth History and Paleobiology) is great publication for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point out no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having When the Invasion of Land Failed: The Legacy of the Devonian Extinctions (The Critical
Moments and Perspectives in Earth History and Paleobiology) in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt this?

Harold Morris:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book When the Invasion of Land Failed: The
Legacy of the Devonian Extinctions (The Critical Moments and Perspectives in Earth History and
Paleobiology) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and
read it. Beside that the e-book When the Invasion of Land Failed: The Legacy of the Devonian Extinctions
(The Critical Moments and Perspectives in Earth History and Paleobiology) can to be your brand new friend
when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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