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In 1939, ateam of short, scrappy kids from a vocational school established
specifically for Mexican Americans became the high school basketball
champions of San Antonio, Texas. Their win, and the ensuing riot it caused, took
place against a backdrop of shifting and conflicted attitudes toward Mexican
Americans and American nationalism in the WWII era. “Only when the
Mexicans went from perennia runners-up to champs,” Garciawrites, “did the
emotions boil over.”

The first sports book to look at Mexican American basketball specifically, When
Mexicans Could Play Ball is aso arevealing study of racism and cultural identity
formation in Texas. Using personal interviews, newspaper articles, and game
statistics to create a compelling narrative, as well as drawing on his experience as
asports writer, Garcia takes usinto the world of San Antonio’s Sidney Lanier
High School basketball team, the Voks, which became a two-time state
championship team under head coach William Carson “Nemo” Herrera. An
alumnus of the school himself, Garcia investigates the school administrators
project to Americanize the students, Herrera' s skillful coaching, and theteam'’s
rise to victory despite discrimination and violence from other teams and the
world outside of the school. Ultimately, Garcia argues, through their participation
and success in basketball at Lanier, the Voks players not only learned how to be
American but also taught their white counterparts to question long-held
assumptions about Mexican Americans.
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When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race, and Identity in San Antonio, 1928-1945 By Ignacio
M. Garcia

In 1939, ateam of short, scrappy kids from avocational school established specifically for Mexican
Americans became the high school basketball champions of San Antonio, Texas. Their win, and the ensuing
riot it caused, took place against a backdrop of shifting and conflicted attitudes toward Mexican Americans
and American nationalism in the WWII era. “ Only when the Mexicans went from perennia runners-up to
champs,” Garciawrites, “did the emotions boil over.”

The first sports book to look at Mexican American basketball specifically, When Mexicans Could Play Ball
isalso arevealing study of racism and cultural identity formation in Texas. Using personal interviews,
newspaper articles, and game statistics to create a compelling narrative, as well as drawing on his experience
as a sports writer, Garcia takes usinto the world of San Antonio’s Sidney Lanier High School basketball
team, the V oks, which became a two-time state championship team under head coach William Carson
“Nemo” Herrera. An alumnus of the school himself, Garcia investigates the school administrators' project to
Americanize the students, Herrera' s skillful coaching, and the team’ s rise to victory despite discrimination
and violence from other teams and the world outside of the school. Ultimately, Garcia argues, through their
participation and success in basketball at Lanier, the Voks players not only learned how to be American but
also taught their white counterparts to question long-held assumptions about Mexican Americans.
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Editorial Review

Review

"*Garcias ability to move between what amounts to great sports writing as he describes the basketball games
and the milieu of high school sports, and a focused history of San Antonio based on ethnographic scholarship
made this manuscript very attractive to me and the Press,” Faust said. “He walks the line between the
personal and theoretical in acompelling way.”" (UT Daily Herald 2014-05-18)

"This book is an excellent portrayal of the life and times of young Mexicans and Mexican-Americansin
Texas during World War 11." (El Paso Times)

"Ignacio M. Garciatells animmersive story of victory and defeat." (Southwestern Historical Quarterly
2015-11-01)

About the Author

Ignacio M. Garciaisthe Lemuel Hardison Redd, Jr., Professor of Western and Latino History at Brigham
Y oung University and the author of five books, including White But Not Equal, United We Win, and
Chicanismo. His book Viva Kennedy: Mexican Americans in Search of Camelot won the Texas State
Historical Association Coral Horton Tullis Memorial Prize for Best Book on Texas History.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Micheal Taylor:

The book When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race, and Identity in San Antonio, 1928-1945 can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must
we |eave the great thing like abook When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race, and Identity in San
Antonio, 1928-1945? Severa of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can
give many detailsfor us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
datathat you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book When
Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race, and Identity in San Antonio, 1928-1945 has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open
up and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Gussie Steller:

In this particular erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust ssmple way to have that. What you need to
doisjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess alook at some books. On the list of
booksin the top listing in your reading list is When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race, and
Identity in San Antonio, 1928-1945. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer
in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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Jacqueline Ramos:

Y ou can obtain this When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race, and Identity in San Antonio,
1928-1945 by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let'stry to
choose right ways for you.

Carl Guerra;

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball,
Race, and Identity in San Antonio, 1928-1945 was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe
know that book When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race, and Identity in San Antonio, 1928-1945
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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