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A fascinating behind-the-scenes look at life on Pennsylvania Avenue with
America's first families, by the man who spent nearly three decades in their
midst.

J. B. West, chief usher of the White House, directed the operations and
maintenance of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue—and coordinated its daily life—at
the request of the president and his family. He directed state functions; planned
parties, weddings, funerals, gardens, playgrounds, and extensive renovations; and
with a large staff, supervised every activity in the presidential home. For 28
years, first as assistant to the chief usher, then as chief usher, he witnessed
national crises and triumphs, and interacted daily with six consecutive presidents
and first ladies, their parents, children and grandchildren, and
houseguests—including friends, relatives, and heads of state.

In Upstairs at the White House, West offers an absorbing and novel glimpse at
America's first families, from the Roosevelts to the Kennedys and the Nixons.
Alive with anecdotes ranging from the quotidian (Lyndon B. Johnson's
showerheads) to the tragic (the aftermath of John F. Kennedy's assassination),
West's audiobook is an enlightening and rich account of the American history
that took place just behind the Palladian doors of the North Portico.
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A fascinating behind-the-scenes look at life on Pennsylvania Avenue with America's first families, by the
man who spent nearly three decades in their midst.

J. B. West, chief usher of the White House, directed the operations and maintenance of 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue—and coordinated its daily life—at the request of the president and his family. He directed state
functions; planned parties, weddings, funerals, gardens, playgrounds, and extensive renovations; and with a
large staff, supervised every activity in the presidential home. For 28 years, first as assistant to the chief
usher, then as chief usher, he witnessed national crises and triumphs, and interacted daily with six
consecutive presidents and first ladies, their parents, children and grandchildren, and houseguests—including
friends, relatives, and heads of state.

In Upstairs at the White House, West offers an absorbing and novel glimpse at America's first families, from
the Roosevelts to the Kennedys and the Nixons. Alive with anecdotes ranging from the quotidian (Lyndon B.
Johnson's showerheads) to the tragic (the aftermath of John F. Kennedy's assassination), West's audiobook is
an enlightening and rich account of the American history that took place just behind the Palladian doors of
the North Portico.
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Editorial Review

Review

“I think he is one of the most extraordinary men I have ever met.” —Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis

“If he were at court he would be called Head Chamberlain. . . . He finds solutions to so many problems with
quiet efficiency.” —Lady Bird Johnson in A White House Diary

“This memoir by the former Chief Usher (i.e. majordomo) of the White House is several Truman-balconies
above all those others.” —Kirkus Reviews
 

About the Author

J. B. West (1912–1983), chief usher of the White House—or executive director of the executive mansion and
grounds—was once called “the most powerful man in Washington next to the president.” Discreet and witty,
he supervised the large permanent staff that provided for every personal want and need for six presidents and
first ladies, including at state dinners, weddings, and funerals, redecorating the facilities for each family and
tending to every special request. He served first as assistant to the chief usher and then as chief usher after
retiring as a high-level civilian officer of the US Navy. A native Iowan, his White House tenure (1941–1969)
followed a career in the Veterans Administration. Upstairs at the White House was published in 1973 and
remained on the New York Times bestseller list for months, with more than five hundred extraordinarily
positive reviews, editions in seven languages, and more than two million copies sold in the US across
hardcover and paperback formats.

Mary Lynn Kotz, the author of four books, is a freelance magazine journalist based in Washington, DC. A
contributing editor of ARTnews, she has written many cover stories, including “A Day with Georgia
O’Keeffe.” Her book Rauschenberg: Art and Life is the biography of the late American artist Robert
Rauschenberg (1925–2008), about whom she has given illustrated lectures at more than seventy museums
and festivals, including at the 2009 Venice Biennale.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jaleesa Greenwood:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Upstairs at the White House
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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Todd McCrea:

This Upstairs at the White House is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some
information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Upstairs at the White House can
be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there
is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Wilson Gonzalez:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This guide Upstairs at the White House was filled in relation to science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide.
In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Carmen Bell:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Upstairs at the White House was bright colored
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Upstairs at the White House has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers
up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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