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Against the backdrop of unprecedented concern for the future of health care, this
Very Short Introduction surveys the history of medicine from classical times,
through the scholastic medieval tradition and the Enlightenment to the present
day. Taking a thematic rather than strictly chronological approach, W.F. Bynum,
explores the key turning points in the history of Western medicine-such as the
first surgical procedures, the advent of hospitals, the introduction of anesthesia,
X-Rays, vaccinations, and many other innovations, as well as the rise of
experimental medicine. The book also explores Western medicine's encounters
with Chinese and Indian medicine, as well as nontraditional treatments such as
homeopathy, chiropractic, and other alternative medicines. Covering a vast
amount of information, this Very Short Introduction sheds new light on
medicine's past, while at the same time engaging with contemporary issues,
discoveries, and controversies, such as the spiraling costs of health care, lack of
health insurance for millions, breakthrough treatments, and much more. For
readers who wish to understand the how we have arrived at our current state of
medical practice and knowledge, this book is essential reading.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very
Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key
topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Against the backdrop of unprecedented concern for the future of health care, this Very Short Introduction
surveys the history of medicine from classical times, through the scholastic medieval tradition and the
Enlightenment to the present day. Taking a thematic rather than strictly chronological approach, W.F.
Bynum, explores the key turning points in the history of Western medicine-such as the first surgical
procedures, the advent of hospitals, the introduction of anesthesia, X-Rays, vaccinations, and many other
innovations, as well as the rise of experimental medicine. The book also explores Western medicine's
encounters with Chinese and Indian medicine, as well as nontraditional treatments such as homeopathy,
chiropractic, and other alternative medicines. Covering a vast amount of information, this Very Short
Introduction sheds new light on medicine's past, while at the same time engaging with contemporary issues,
discoveries, and controversies, such as the spiraling costs of health care, lack of health insurance for
millions, breakthrough treatments, and much more. For readers who wish to understand the how we have
arrived at our current state of medical practice and knowledge, this book is essential reading.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

W. F. Bynum is Professor Emeritus of the history of medicine at the Wellcome Centre for the History of
Medicine at University College London. He is the author of Science and the Practice of Medicine in the
Nineteenth Century and the Oxford Dictionary of Scientific Quotations (1994). He is a Fellow of the Royal
College of Physicians of London and of Edinburgh.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The History of
Medicine: A Very Short Introduction is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Cameron Trammell:

The guide with title The History of Medicine: A Very Short Introduction has a lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Doreen Looney:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. With the book The History of Medicine: A Very Short Introduction we can get more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book The History of Medicine: A
Very Short Introduction. You can more pleasing than now.
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Darlene Heckart:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The History of Medicine: A Very Short
Introduction to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and
learn it. Beside that the guide The History of Medicine: A Very Short Introduction can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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