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Walter Tschinkel's passion for fire ants has been stoked by over thirty years of
exploring the rhythm and drama of Solenopsis invicta's biology. Since South
American fire ants arrived in Mobile, Alabama, in the 1940s, they have spread to
become one of the most reviled pestsin the Sunbelt.

In Fire Ants Tschinkel provides not just an encyclopedic overview of S invicta--
how they found colonies, construct and defend their nests, forage and distribute
food, struggle among themselves for primacy, and even relocate entire colonies--
but alively account of how research is done, how science establishes facts, and
the pleasures and problems of a scientific career.

Between chapters detailed enough for experts but readily accessible to any
educated reader, "interludes" provide vivid verbal images of the world of fire ants
and the people who study them. Early chapters describe the several failed, and
heavily politically influenced, eradication campaigns, and later ones the
remarkable spread of S. invicta's "polygyne" form, in which nests harbor multiple
gueens and colonies reproduce by "budding.” The reader learns much about ants,
the practice of science, and humans role in the fire ant's North American success.
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Walter Tschinkel's passion for fire ants has been stoked by over thirty years of exploring the rhythm and
drama of Solenopsisinvicta's biology. Since South American fire ants arrived in Mobile, Alabama, in the
1940s, they have spread to become one of the most reviled pests in the Sunbelt.

In Fire Ants Tschinkel provides not just an encyclopedic overview of S. invicta--how they found colonies,
construct and defend their nests, forage and distribute food, struggle among themselves for primacy, and
even relocate entire colonies--but alively account of how research is done, how science establishes facts, and
the pleasures and problems of a scientific career.

Between chapters detailed enough for experts but readily accessible to any educated reader, "interludes’
provide vivid verbal images of the world of fire ants and the people who study them. Early chapters describe
the several failed, and heavily politically influenced, eradication campaigns, and later ones the remarkable
spread of S. invicta's "polygyne" form, in which nests harbor multiple queens and col onies reproduce by
"budding." The reader learns much about ants, the practice of science, and humans role in the fire ant's North
American success.
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Editorial Review

Review

Thisisawonderful book, comprehensive in its coverage of fire ant social biology, extraordinarily lucid in its
description of complex topics, and beautifully synthetic in tying together the many disparate threads of
evidence relevant to the discussion of each topic. The prose is concise and compact, but the wit and humor of
the author penetrate even the most tedious technical parts to lighten up the text and make it a pleasure to
read. The book is laced with insightful and humorous interludes that detail the tools and personalities
involved in fire ant research, and covers the mgjor topics likely to be of interest to evolutionary biologists
and ecol ogists who study social animals, especialy social insects. The Fire Antsis certain to be widely read.
(Kenneth Ross, Professor of Entomology, University of Georgia)

This book iswithout parallel as athorough description of the biology of an important social insect. There are
books on particular problems of social insect biology, and of course the landmark volume by Holldobler and
Wilson treats all ant biology. The Fire Ants stands out for its focus on a single species, covering the entire
range of an enormous literature. It will therefore be of interest to specialists and to a more general audience
who wish to learn about what isimportant in the ant world. (Joan Herbers, Dean of Biological Sciences,
Department of Evolution, Ecology and Organismal Biology, The Ohio State University)

I have been reading bits and pieces of the book, dipping in here and there like a chimpanzee with atwig,
fishing for ants, and each time | have come up with something tasty and nutritious...My favorite
["Interlude"], an economical two-page essay called "The Porter Wedge Micrometer: Mental Health for
Myrmecologists," ought to be required reading for any scientist who wants to write for the public...This brief
essay is entertaining and significant, areal glimpse of what scienceis and how it is done by human beings,
rational and un-, grappling with technique, nature and the gathering of information. Thisiswhat the public
needs to know about science, not just the results presented in the driest form possible. (James Gorman New
York Times 2006-04-25)

This book is amasterly and detailed account of some of nature's greatest opportunists, the fire ants. It deals
with their phylogeny, biogeography, social organization, parasites, and foraging behavior, together with their
impacts on natural ecosystems and agriculture. Walter Tschinkel's holistic approach embraces topics at the
molecular level and relates them to the colony and its organization. Tschinkel has researched these ants for
thirty-five years at Florida State University, Tallahassee. He and several generations of his postgraduate
students have been one of the magjor driving forcesin fire-ant studies. This body of work required the
mastery of finely tuned laboratory techniques in analytical chemistry, a detailed understanding of the natural
history of the ants, extended periods of uncomfortable fieldwork and getting badly stung...Tschinkel's love of
and fascination with the ants shines through the often highly technical aspects of The Fire Ants. He writes
with great clarity and his book should appeal to the general reader, as much as the specialist. It iswell
illustrated with graphs, tables, and excellent photographs. (Christopher O'Toole Times Literary Supplement)

About the Author
Walter R. Tschinkel is a Distinguished Research Professor of Biological Science at Florida State University.
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Bill Underhill:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading areserve will give you alot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Fire Ants, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Robert Shelby:

The reason why? Because this The Fire Antsis an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it isgood for you for not hesitating having
this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of advantages than the other book have
got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So, still want to postpone
having that book? If | had been you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Bertha Greene:

The Fire Ants can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Fire Ants although doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Peggy Gillman:

In this particular erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple strategy to have that. What you need
to doisjust spending your time not much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of the
booksin the top list in your reading list will be The Fire Ants. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can
get many advantages.
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