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Asthe three Baudel aire orphans warily approach their new home Prufrock
Preparatory School, they can't help but notice the enormous stone arch bearing
the school's motto Memento Mori or "Remember you will die." Thisisnot a
cheerful greeting and certainly marks an inauspicious beginning to a very bleak
story just as we have come to expect from Lemony Snicket's A Series of
Unfortunate Events, the deliciously morbid set of books that began with The Bad
Beginning and only got worse.
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Asthe three Baudelaire orphans warily approach their new home Prufrock Preparatory Schooal, they can't
help but notice the enormous stone arch bearing the school's motto Memento Mori or "Remember you will
die." Thisisnot a cheerful greeting and certainly marks an inauspicious beginning to avery bleak story just
as we have come to expect from Lemony Snicket's A Series of Unfortunate Events, the deliciously morbid
set of books that began with The Bad Beginning and only got worse.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Asthe three Baudelaire orphans warily approach their new home--Prufrock Preparatory School--they can't
help but notice the enormous stone arch bearing the school's motto Memento Mori, or "Remember you will
die." Thisisnot acheerful greeting, and certainly marks an inauspicious beginning to a very bleak story. Of
course, thisis what we have come to expect from Lemony Snicket's Series of Unfortunate Events, the
deliciously morbid set of books that began with The Bad Beginning and only got worse.

In The Austere Academy, Violet, Klaus, and Sunny are at first optimistic--attending school is a welcome
change for the book-loving trio, and the academy is allegedly safe from the dreaded Count Olaf, who is after
their fortune. Hope dissipates quickly, however, when they meet Vice Principal Nero, a self-professed genius
violinist who sneeringly imitates their every word. More dreadful still, he houses them in the tin Orphans
Shack, crawling with toe-biting crabs and dripping with a mysterious tan fungus. A beam of light shines
through the despair when the Baudel aires meet the Quagmires, two of three orphaned triplets who are no
strangers to disaster and sympathize with their predicament. When Count Olaf appears on the scene
disguised as Coach Genghis (covering his monobrow with aturban and his ankle tattoo with expensive
running shoes), the Quagmires resolve to come to the aid of their new friends. Sadly, this provesto be a
hideous mistake.

Snicket disarms us again with his playful juxtapositions--only he can compare bombs with strawberry
shortcake (both are as dangerous to make as assumptions), muse on how babies adjust developmentally to
theidea of curtains, or ponder why the Baudelaire orphans would not want to be stalks of celery despite their
incessant bad luck as humans. We can't get enough of this splendid series of misadventures, and can only
wager that swarms of young readers will be right next to usin line for the next installment. (Ages 9 and
older) --Karin Snhelson

From School Library Journal

Grade 4-7-1n this fifth entry in the saga of the three Baudelaire children, the siblings are sent to a boarding
school where they are tormented because they are orphans. There isthe usual array of stupid/evil adults
including the ridiculous Vice Principal Nero, who mimics everything that Klaus and Violet say and employs
baby Sunny as his secretary because she is too young to attend class. Brown-nosing brats like Carmelita
Spats make the children's lives even more miserable. The ending is a cliff-hanger as the evil Count Ol af,
disguised as Coach Genghis, the new gym teacher, drives off with the orphans’ only friends. In these days of
Harry Potter, this book is a pesky nuisance, with little plot to driveit, situations that fall short of being
interesting or off-the-wall, and cardboard characters. The author strains to be eccentric and his constant
interruptions in the narrative to define aword or phrase are jarring at best.

Ann Cook, Winter Park Public Library, FL

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Gr. 4-6. The Beaudelaire orphans enroll as students at Prufrock Academy in the fifth Series of Unfortunate
Events book. The Academy, run by nasty, mimicking Vice Principal Nero, is shaped like a large tombstone,
and the perpetually unlucky Violet, Klaus, and Sunny must stay in atin shack with biting crabs, dripping tan
fungus, and green walls decorated with tiny green hearts. Series followers will be keeping their eye out for
evil Count Olaf in one of his disguises, and the author doesn't disappoint. Snicket once again uses comical
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word definitions in the text ("the phrase 'impressionable age' here means 'ten and eight years old,
respectively"), and just when things seem alittle too predictable, Count Olaf makes off with the Beaudelaire's
new friends, the Quagmire orphans, so setting things up for book six. Kids not familiar with the previous
books will also enjoy this. REVWR

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Colby McCray:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare timeto take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Austere
Academy (A Series of Unfortunate Events, Book 5)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You redlize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it
isopinion or you have other opinion?

Jeff Farley:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for awhile
isreading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The
Austere Academy (A Series of Unfortunate Events, Book 5) book as beginning and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Cherry Simard:

Here thing why this specific The Austere Academy (A Series of Unfortunate Events, Book 5) are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all examining abook is good however it depends in the content of it which
isthe content is as delicious as food or not. The Austere Academy (A Series of Unfortunate Events, Book 5)
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide
that ssimilar with The Austere Academy (A Series of Unfortunate Events, Book 5). It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can
be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Austere
Academy (A Series of Unfortunate Events, Book 5) in e-book can be your substitute.

Jason Caldwell:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple method to have
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that. What you must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get alook at some books.
Among the books in the top collection in your reading list is The Austere Academy (A Series of Unfortunate
Events, Book 5). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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