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This pioneering, interdisciplinary work shows how rituals allow usto livein a
perennially imperfect world. Drawing on avariety of cultural settings, the
authors utilize psychoanalytic and anthropological perspectives to describe how
ritual--like play--creates "as if" worlds, rooted in the imaginative capacity of the
human mind to create a subjunctive universe. The ability to cross between
imagined worldsis central to the human capacity for empathy. Ritual, they claim,
defines the boundaries of these imagined worlds, including those of empathy and
other realms of human creativity, such as music, architecture and literature.

The authors juxtapose thisritual orientation to a"sincere" search for unity and
wholeness. The sincere world sees fragmentation and incoherence as signs of
inauthenticity that must be overcome. Our modern world has accepted the sincere
viewpoint at the expense of ritual, dismissing ritual as mere convention. In
response, the authors show how the conventions of ritual allow usto live together
in a broken world. Ritual iswork, endless work. But it is among the most
important things that we humans do.
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This pioneering, interdisciplinary work shows how rituals allow usto live in a perennially imperfect world.
Drawing on avariety of cultural settings, the authors utilize psychoanalytic and anthropological perspectives
to describe how ritual--like play--creates "as if" worlds, rooted in the imaginative capacity of the human
mind to create a subjunctive universe. The ability to cross between imagined worlds is central to the human
capacity for empathy. Ritual, they claim, defines the boundaries of these imagined worlds, including those of
empathy and other realms of human creativity, such as music, architecture and literature.

The authors juxtapose this ritual orientation to a"sincere" search for unity and wholeness. The sincere world
sees fragmentation and incoherence as signs of inauthenticity that must be overcome. Our modern world has
accepted the sincere viewpoint at the expense of ritual, dismissing ritual as mere convention. In response, the
authors show how the conventions of ritual allow usto live together in a broken world. Ritual iswork,
endless work. But it is among the most important things that we humans do.
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Editorial Review
Review

"In thiswhirligig world we do not know what to do apart from the done thing. Ritual and courtesy are, in
contemporary parlance, suspect activities surplus to requirements. Like conformity, ritual attracts the
adjectives 'mere,' 'meaningless,' 'external,' 'empty' and 'inauthentic.' This book brilliantly expounds the
creative potential and the necessity of ritual, and exposes the destructive possibilities of sincerity. It could be
seen as part of a Jewish riposte to Christianity or a Confucian one to the Enlightenment, but Catholics and
members of enclosed orders will like it too. Everybody should read it, especially American Protestants and
post-Protestant secularists who suffer more than most from the ills of sincerity." --David Martin, Emeritus
Professor of Saciology, London School of Economics

"In thiswhirligig world we do not know what to do apart from the done thing. Ritual and courtesy are, in
contemporary parlance, suspect activities surplus to requirements. Like conformity, ritual attracts the
adjectives 'mere,' 'meaningless,’ ‘external,’ ‘'empty' and 'inauthentic.' This book brilliantly expounds the
creative potential and the necessity of ritual, and exposes the destructive possibilities of sincerity. It could be
seen as part of a Jewish riposte to Christianity or a Confucian one to the Enlightenment, but Catholics and
members of enclosed orders will like it too. Everybody should read it, especially American Protestants and
post-Protestant secularists who suffer more than most from the ills of sincerity." --David Martin, Emeritus
Professor of Sociology, London School of Economics

"An enormously important and paradigm-changing book. The audacity of its scope is refreshing--aturn to
grand theory in an academic culture whose trend is to say more and more and less and |ess.” Common
Knowledge

"...A new, interesting, and very fruitful approach towards understanding and using the concept of
'ritual.™--Religion
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eleanor Landa:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Ritual and Its Consequences: An Essay on the Limits of Sincerity book is readable
simply by you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
regarding Ritual and Its Consequences: An Essay on the Limits of Sincerity content conveys objective easily
to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So, do you nonetheless thinking Ritual and Its Consequences: An Essay on the
Limits of Sincerity is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Amedlia Gallup:

This book untitled Ritual and Its Consequences. An Essay on the Limits of Sincerity to be one of several
books which best seller in thisyear, here is because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher of this book sellsthe e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So thereis ho reason to you to past this publication from your list.

James Robinson:

Y ou can get this Ritual and Its Consequences. An Essay on the Limits of Sincerity by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Just smply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.

Amy Zambrano:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Ritual and Its Consequences: An Essay on
the Limits of Sincerity or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especialy. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication,
any other book likes Ritual and Its Consequences: An Essay on the Limits of Sincerity to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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