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Editorial Review

From Bookmarks Magazine
As he does in all of his acclaimed writings, Lears culls numerous sources to give a compelling, humane
portrait of a cultural epoch. Rather than rehashing familiar tales, he brings acute judgment to the motivations
of well-known figures like J. P. Morgan and William Jennings Bryan, while using their individual stories to
illustrate the larger milieu. The Los Angeles Times saw Rebirth of a Nation as building directly upon Lears's
previous books on antimodernism and advertising, in an ever-deepening examination of American culture. In
fact, most critics appreciated that the author draws firm parallels between the time period in question and our
own. There are a few nitpicks -- a fact-checking error here; a head-scratch about the relevance of an anecdote
there -- but the reviews are resoundingly positive, and even a touch awestruck, at Lears's accomplishment.

Review
“A remarkable book. . . . As Jackson Lears demonstrates again, he is one of the best of his (and my)
generation of historians.” (David Nasaw, The American Prospect)

“Jackson Lears is one of the few pre-eminent historians of our time. As we dream for a rebirth of America in
the age of Obama, this magnificent and magisterial book on the making of modern America could not be
more timely. Don’t miss it!” (Cornel West)

“In Rebirth of a Nation, Jackson Lears, our most stimulating historian of American culture, outdoes himself,
offering a stunning interpretive synthesis on politics, culture, and social upheaval in the pivotal half-century
when ideals of regeneration assumed their modern shape, sometimes as imperial bombast, sometimes as
designs for reform.” (Todd Gitlin)

“High-concept cultural history at its provocative best. Lears is a polymath and Big Thinker.” (American
History)

“A fascinating cultural history. . . .A major work by a leading historian at the top of his game—at once
engaging and tightly argued. Like the best histories, it is also a book that speaks to our own time.” (The New
York Times Book Review)

“Jackson Lears is a formidable, compellingly original cultural and intellectual historian. . . . Rebirth of a
Nation is Lears’ most ambitious work yet, and it builds brilliantly on his earlier projects. . . . Lears’
convincing new narrative of this pivotal half century never falters.” (Tim Rutten, The Los Angeles Times)

“Jackson Lears, America’s premier cultural historian, has written the smartest and most illuminating survey
of this roaring, perplexing era since Richard Hofstadter’s The Age of Reform.” (Michael Kazin, author of A
Godly Hero: The Life of William Jennings Bryan and professor of history, Georgetown University)

“Jackson Lears has become the historian of American yearning. . . . He excels at the miniature portrait, and
his richly associative imagination enables him to make telling use of the Cecil B. De Mille-sized case he
assembled for Rebirth of a Nation.” (Patricia O'Toole, The American Scholar)

“In this sweeping and charged history, Jackson Lears brilliantly evokes a defining era in American history.
He recasts what we have blandly called the ‘Gilded Age,’ revealing a time of profound change, sharp
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conflict, and enduring consequence.” (Edward L. Ayers, University of Richmond)

From the Back Cover

In the half-century between the Civil War and World War I, dreams of spiritual, moral, and physical rebirth
formed the foundation for the modern United States. Inspired by imperial ambition, presidents and
entrepreneurs—from Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson to Andrew Carnegie—helped usher the
nation into the modern era, but sometimes the consequences of their actions failed to match the grandeur of
their hopes.

Award-winning historian Jackson Lears richly chronicles this momentous period in America—years marked
by wrenching social conflict and vigorous political debate—vividly capturing the roles played by a variety of
seekers, from Gilded Age mavericks to vaudeville entertainers, and from populist farmers and progressive
reformers to avant-garde artists and writers. Illuminating and authoritative, Rebirth of a Nation brilliantly
weaves the remarkable story of this crucial epoch into a masterful work of history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Grady Meraz:

In other case, little people like to read book Rebirth of a Nation: The Making of Modern America, 1877-
1920 (American History). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important any book Rebirth of a Nation: The Making of Modern America, 1877-1920
(American History). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Warner Gomez:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Rebirth of a Nation: The Making
of Modern America, 1877-1920 (American History) book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Terrance Bartholomew:

This Rebirth of a Nation: The Making of Modern America, 1877-1920 (American History) are generally
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Rebirth of a Nation: The
Making of Modern America, 1877-1920 (American History) can be one of many great books you must have
is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will shock
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your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Rebirth of a Nation: The Making of Modern America, 1877-
1920 (American History) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run
of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Raymond Guajardo:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire
day to reading a guide. The book Rebirth of a Nation: The Making of Modern America, 1877-1920
(American History) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book features high quality.
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