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When Rajaa Alsanea boldly chose to open up the hidden world of Saudi
women—their private lives and their conflicts with the traditions of their
culture—she caused a sensation across the Arab world. Now in English,
Alsanea’s tale of the personal struggles of four young upper-class women offers
Westerners an unprecedented glimpse into a society often veiled from view.
Living in restrictive Riyadh but traveling all over the globe, these modern Saudi
women literally and figuratively shed traditional garb as they search for love,
fulfillment, and their place somewhere in between Western society and their
Islamic home.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Four upper-class Saudi Arabian women negotiate the clash between tradition and the encroaching West in
this debut novel by 25-year-old Saudi Alsanea. Though timid by American chick lit standards, it was banned
in Saudi Arabia for its scandalous portrayal of secular life. Framed as a series of e-mails sent to the e-
subscribers of an Internet group, the story follows an unnamed narrator who recounts the misadventures of
her best friends, Gamrah, Lamees, Michelle and Sadeem—all fashionable, educated, wealthy 20-somethings
looking for true love. Their world is dominated by prayer, family loyalty and physical modesty, but the
voracious consumption of luxury goods (designer name dropping is muted but present) and yearnings for
female empowerment are also part of the package. Lines like the talk was as soft as the granules in my daily
facial soap or Sadeem was feeling so sad that her chest was constricted in sorrow appear with woeful
frequency, and the details about the roles of technology, beauty and Western pop culture in the lives of
contemporary Saudi women aren't revelatory. Readers looking for quality Arabic fiction have much better
options. (July)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Four close girlfriends from upper-class Saudi families attend university and medical school in Riyadh and in
Chicago and San Francisco. They talk in chat rooms, IM on their mobiles to their boyfriends and each other.
But even with all the hip technology, they cannot escape deep-seated oppressive traditions after they return
to Riyadh. Sadeem's fiancé dumps her after she has sex with him. Gamrah's husband divorces her after she
discovers he is having an affair. Michelle and Faisal adore each other, but he gives her up when his family
says so. The Religious Police arrest one couple in a coffee bar. But most families don't need official help to
interfere in women's lives. Translated from the Arabic, this debut novel was immediately banned in Saudi
Arabia. The 25-year-old Saudi writer (now studying in Chicago but planning to return home) tells it from the
inside, complete with the contradictions and betrayals that define daily lfe. The Sex and the City–type drama
is fast, wry, witty, and anguished. And so are the politics: "He appreciates her independence. But can't find
his." Rochman, Hazel

Review
The daring debut by a young Saudi Arabian womana aimagine Sex and the City, if the city in question were
Riyadha
a"Time"
a [The] work of a brave, intelligent young woman. One of those rare books with the power to shake up an
entrenched society.a
a"Los Angeles Times" aEngaging, enlightening, enjoyable.a
a"The Seattle Times" aA taboo-breaking novel.a
a"The Washington Post"
a A rare glimpse into ordinary life for young women in Saudi Arabia.a
a"San Francisco Chronicle"
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"Los Angeles Times" Engaging, enlightening, enjoyable.
"The Seattle Times" A taboo-breaking novel.
"The Washington Post"
A rare glimpse into ordinary life for young women in Saudi Arabia.
"San Francisco Chronicle"

The daring debut by a young Saudi Arabian woman? ?imagine Sex and the City, if the city in question were
Riyadh?
?"Time"

? [The] work of a brave, intelligent young woman. One of those rare books with the power to shake up an
entrenched society.?
?"Los Angeles Times" ?Engaging, enlightening, enjoyable.?
?"The Seattle Times" ?A taboo-breaking novel.?
?"The Washington Post"

? A rare glimpse into ordinary life for young women in Saudi Arabia.?
?"San Francisco Chronicle"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Cornejo:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that Girls of Riyadh book as beginning and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Danny Nehring:

Here thing why this specific Girls of Riyadh are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Girls of Riyadh giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no e-book that similar with Girls of Riyadh. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible
to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Girls of Riyadh in e-book can be your
choice.

Robin Martz:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
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professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you personally is Girls of Riyadh this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer
use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Elaine Sitz:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of many books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Girls of Riyadh. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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