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Language is a hallmark of the human species; the flexibility and unbounded
expressivity of our linguistic abilities is unique in the biological world. In this
book, Morten Christiansen and Nick Chater argue that to understand this
astonishing phenomenon, we must consider how language is created: moment by
moment, in the generation and understanding of individual utterances; year by
year, as new language learners acquire language skills; and generation by
generation, as languages change, split, and fuse through the processes of cultural
evolution. Christiansen and Chater propose a revolutionary new framework for
understanding the evolution, acquisition, and processing of language, offering an
integrated theory of how language creation is intertwined across these multiple
timescales.

Christiansen and Chater argue that mainstream generative approaches to
language do not provide compelling accounts of language evolution, acquisition,
and processing. Their own account draws on important developments from
across the language sciences, including statistical natural language processing,
learnability theory, computational modeling, and psycholinguistic experiments
with children and adults. Christiansen and Chater also consider some of the
major implications of their theoretical approach for our understanding of how
language works, offering alternative accounts of specific aspects of language,
including the structure of the vocabulary, the importance of experience in
language processing, and the nature of recursive linguistic structure.
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Language is a hallmark of the human species; the flexibility and unbounded expressivity of our linguistic
abilities is unique in the biological world. In this book, Morten Christiansen and Nick Chater argue that to
understand this astonishing phenomenon, we must consider how language is created: moment by moment, in
the generation and understanding of individual utterances; year by year, as new language learners acquire
language skills; and generation by generation, as languages change, split, and fuse through the processes of
cultural evolution. Christiansen and Chater propose a revolutionary new framework for understanding the
evolution, acquisition, and processing of language, offering an integrated theory of how language creation is
intertwined across these multiple timescales.

Christiansen and Chater argue that mainstream generative approaches to language do not provide compelling
accounts of language evolution, acquisition, and processing. Their own account draws on important
developments from across the language sciences, including statistical natural language processing,
learnability theory, computational modeling, and psycholinguistic experiments with children and adults.
Christiansen and Chater also consider some of the major implications of their theoretical approach for our
understanding of how language works, offering alternative accounts of specific aspects of language,
including the structure of the vocabulary, the importance of experience in language processing, and the
nature of recursive linguistic structure.
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Editorial Review

Review

Our understanding of language -- its evolution, acquisition, and processing -- is undergoing a seismic shift
and this engaging, ambitious book clarifies and motivates the new exciting landscape.

(Adele E. Goldberg, Professor of Psychology, Princeton University)

This book is unique in its attempt to take a usage-based and unified approach to the sciences of language: its
evolution, historical change, processing, and acquisition. It covers an extraordinarily wide range of relevant
and up-to-date literature from which it builds an important theoretical approach. It provides the foundation
for asking all the fundamental questions in language research.

(Elena Lieven, Professor, ESRC LuCiD Child Study Centre, University of Manchester; coauthor of Child
Language Acquisition: Contrasting Theoretical Approaches)

Christiansen and Chater's Creating Language presents a compelling account of how acquisition and
processing mutually constrain one another in shaping both linguistic performance and the nature of language.
Then, to top it off, they fearlessly touch the linguistic third rail, language evolution, and the time scales shift
from milliseconds and months, to millennia. The book will excite controversy, but it most certainly will
excite.

(Gary S. Dell, Professor of Psychology, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign)

About the Author
Morten H. Christiansen is Professor of Psychology and Codirector of the Cognitive Science Program at
Cornell University.

Nick Chater is Professor of Behavioural Science at Warwick Business School, University of Warwick.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Leininger:

The feeling that you get from Creating Language: Integrating Evolution, Acquisition, and Processing (MIT
Press) will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Creating Language:
Integrating Evolution, Acquisition, and Processing (MIT Press) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the item
because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We advise you for having this Creating Language: Integrating Evolution, Acquisition, and Processing (MIT
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Press) instantly.

Tom Carter:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Creating Language: Integrating Evolution, Acquisition, and Processing (MIT Press), you
may tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a guide.

Rosalind Bowlin:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the book. It is
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a reserve. The book Creating Language: Integrating Evolution, Acquisition, and Processing (MIT
Press) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book possesses high quality.

Brenda Moulton:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Creating Language: Integrating Evolution,
Acquisition, and Processing (MIT Press) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Creating Language: Integrating Evolution, Acquisition, and Processing (MIT Press) has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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