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In ancient Mediterranean cultures, diamonds were thought to endow their owners
with invincibility. In contemporary United States culture, a foreign-made luxury
car is believed to give its owner status and prestige. Where do these beliefs come
from?

In this study of craft production and long-distance trade in traditional,
nonindustrial societies, Mary W. Helms explores the power attributed to objects
that either are produced by skilled artisans and/or come from "afar." She argues
that fine artisanship and long-distance trade, both of which are more available to
powerful elites than to ordinary people, are means of creating or acquiring
tangible objects that embody intangible powers and energies from the
cosmological realms of gods, ancestors, or heroes. Through the objects, these
qualities become available to human society and confer honor and power on their
possessors.

Helms’ novel approach equates trade with artistry and emphasizes acquisition
rather than distribution. She rejects the classic Western separation between
economics and aesthetics and offers a new paradigm for understanding traditional
societies that will be of interest to all anthropologists and archaeologists.
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In ancient Mediterranean cultures, diamonds were thought to endow their owners with invincibility. In
contemporary United States culture, a foreign-made luxury car is believed to give its owner status and
prestige. Where do these beliefs come from?

In this study of craft production and long-distance trade in traditional, nonindustrial societies, Mary W.
Helms explores the power attributed to objects that either are produced by skilled artisans and/or come from
"afar." She argues that fine artisanship and long-distance trade, both of which are more available to powerful
elites than to ordinary people, are means of creating or acquiring tangible objects that embody intangible
powers and energies from the cosmological realms of gods, ancestors, or heroes. Through the objects, these
qualities become available to human society and confer honor and power on their possessors.

Helms’ novel approach equates trade with artistry and emphasizes acquisition rather than distribution. She
rejects the classic Western separation between economics and aesthetics and offers a new paradigm for
understanding traditional societies that will be of interest to all anthropologists and archaeologists.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bob Pratt:

This Craft and the Kingly Ideal: Art, Trade, and Power book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Craft and the Kingly Ideal: Art, Trade, and Power without we comprehend teach the one who
studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Craft and the Kingly Ideal:
Art, Trade, and Power can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Craft and the Kingly Ideal: Art,
Trade, and Power having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Mark Gatling:

Here thing why this Craft and the Kingly Ideal: Art, Trade, and Power are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Craft and the Kingly Ideal: Art, Trade, and Power giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar
with Craft and the Kingly Ideal: Art, Trade, and Power. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Craft and the Kingly Ideal: Art, Trade, and
Power in e-book can be your choice.

Justin Perry:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Craft and the Kingly Ideal: Art, Trade, and
Power book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.
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Linda Henderson:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With
the book Craft and the Kingly Ideal: Art, Trade, and Power we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Craft and the Kingly Ideal: Art, Trade,
and Power. You can more attractive than now.
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