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In this powerful novel researched in NY C schools, Newbery Medalist Virginia
Hamilton documents the struggle young peopl e face as they simultaneously
assert their independence and yearn for guidance.

Friendship isn't dways easy. Natalie is different from the other girlsin Dreeni€'s
fifth-grade class. She comesto school in awheelchair, always wearing a knitted
hat. The kids call her "Bluish” because her skin istinted blue from
chemotherapy. Dreenie is fascinated by Bluish -- and alittle scared of her, too.
She watches Bluish and writes her observationsin her journal. Slowly, the two
girls become good friends. But Dreenie still struggles with with Bluish'sillness.
Bluish isweak and frail, but she also wants to be independent and respected.
How do you act around a girl like that?
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In this powerful novel researched in NY C schools, Newbery Medalist Virginia Hamilton documents the
struggle young people face as they simultaneously assert their independence and yearn for guidance.

Friendship isn't lways easy. Natalieis different from the other girlsin Dreeni€e's fifth-grade class. She comes
to school in awheelchair, aways wearing a knitted hat. The kids call her "Bluish" because her skin istinted
blue from chemotherapy. Dreenie is fascinated by Bluish -- and alittle scared of her, too. She watches Bluish
and writes her observationsin her journal. Slowly, the two girls become good friends. But Dreenie still
struggles with with Bluish'sillness. Bluish isweak and frail, but she also wants to be independent and
respected. How do you act around a girl like that?
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Bluish is unlike any girl 10-year-old Dreenie has ever seen. At school she sitsin awheelchair, her skin so
paleit's amost blue. Dreenie, herself new to the New Y ork City magnet schooal, is fascinated by her, but
wary aswell. Unaware that the name Bluish could have derogatory connotations ("Blewish,” for Black and
Jewish), she fixates on the moonlight blue skin tones of this curioudly fragile child. Together with Tuli, a bi-
racial girl who pretends to be Spanish (often with poignantly comical results), the three carefully forge a
bond of friendship, stumbling often as they confront issues of illness, ethnicity, culture, need, and hope.

This novel has an edgy quality that may disconcert some readers until they find the rhythm. Bouncing back
and forth between Dreenie's first person journal entries and athird person narrative, the motion isalittle
unsettling. The overal themeis powerful, however, and Virginia Hamilton's skill in addressing the intense
and subtle nuances of female friendships isimpressive. No surprise, there; with over 30 books for young
readers under her belt, and an armful of honors including the Newbery Medal for M.C. Higgins, the Great,
three Newbery Honor Awards, the National Book Award, and many more, Hamilton is aformidable voice in
children's literature. (Ages 9 to 12) --Emilie Coulter

From Publishers Weekly

When she starts at a new school, Dreenie feels drawn to afrail classmate, whom everyone calls "Bluish." In a
starred review, PW said, "Readers will come to cherish Dreeni€'s openheartedness." Ages 9-12. (June)
Fiction REPRINTS

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Grade 5-8-Ten-year-old Dreenie, arecent transfer to a New Y ork City magnet school, is fascinated with her
fellow classmate Natalie, agirl battling leukemia. Kids call her Bluish, not a derogatory term for her black
and Jewish heritage, "Blewish," but because of the effects of chemotherapy on her skin. Dreeni€e's other
friend, Tuli, isaflamboyant girl who islooking for the stability and normalcy that Dreenie and her family
have. Through four weeks in December, these three girls move into acloser circle of friendship, with
aternating feelings of fear, generosity, and kindness. Together, they are able to reach out to the rest of the
class in accepting and celebrating Bluish as sheis. Though her future is uncertain-it will take five years of
remission before any assurance-readers are left seeing curly copper hair hiding under her skullcap, delighting
her friends and inspiring hope. The narration aternates between Dreeni€'s journal and a third-person
narrator, allowing readers to glimpse the firsthand incredulity of achild witnessing seriousillness and also
the reaction of a classroom community as it follows the highs and lows of Bluish's health. This structure
doesn't always work, and readers may be puzzled when the narrative voice switches from third person to
include Dreeni€e's journal entries. Hamilton occasionally dips into a heavy-handed adult perspective that does
not reflect a 10-year-old's experience. At times, topics are introduced but are never fleshed out, such as Tuli's
capricious living situation or Dreeni€'s sister's accusation that Dreenie "sure ain't one of us Anneva and
Gerald Browns." A sensitive and quiet story that is not fully realized.

Katie O'Dell Madison, Multhomah County Library, Portland, OR

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Andrew M eadows:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Bluish.

Jesus Thresher:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Bluish. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading
abook. Given that we know about how isimportant a book Bluish. Y ou can add knowledge and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Brandy Ander son:

This Bluish is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal
with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using
great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
wholeinfo init. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Bluish in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, factsin it isnot ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or
fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you till doubt that will?

Mary Brown:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Bluish was colorful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Bluish has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try
to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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