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In Beyond the Score: Music as Performance, author Nicholas Cook supplants the
traditional musicological notion of music aswriting, asserting instead that it is as
performance that music is loved, understood, and consumed. This book
reconceives music as an activity through which meaning is produced in real time,
as Cook rethinks familiar assumptions and develops new approaches. Focusing
primarily but not exclusively on the Western 'art’ tradition, Cook explores
perspectives that range from close listening to computational analysis, from
ethnography to the study of recordings, and from the social relations constructed
through performance to the performing (and listening) body. In doing so, he
reveals not only that the notion of music as text has hampered academic
understanding of music, but also that it has inhibited performance practices,
placing them in atextualist straightjacket.

Beyond the Score has a strong historical emphasis, touching on broad
developmentsin twentieth-century performance style and setting them into their
larger cultural context. Cook also investigates the relationship between
recordings and performance, arguing that we do not experience recordings as
mere reproductions of a performance but as performances in their own right.
Beyond the Score is a comprehensive exploration of new approaches and
methods for the study of music as performance, and will be an invaluable
addition to the libraries of music scholars - including musicologists, music
theorists, and music cognition scholars - everywhere.

Publication of this book was supported by the AMS 75 PAYS Endowment of the

American Musicological Society, funded in part by the National Endowment for
the Humanities and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
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In Beyond the Score: Music as Performance, author Nicholas Cook supplants the traditional musicological
notion of music as writing, asserting instead that it is as performance that music is loved, understood, and
consumed. This book reconceives music as an activity through which meaning is produced in real time, as
Cook rethinks familiar assumptions and develops new approaches. Focusing primarily but not exclusively on
the Western 'art' tradition, Cook explores perspectives that range from close listening to computational
analysis, from ethnography to the study of recordings, and from the social relations constructed through
performance to the performing (and listening) body. In doing so, he reveals not only that the notion of music
astext has hampered academic understanding of music, but also that it has inhibited performance practices,
placing them in atextualist straightjacket.

Beyond the Score has a strong historical emphasis, touching on broad developments in twentieth-century
performance style and setting them into their larger cultural context. Cook also investigates the relationship
between recordings and performance, arguing that we do not experience recordings as mere reproductions of
a performance but as performances in their own right. Beyond the Score is a comprehensive exploration of
new approaches and methods for the study of music as performance, and will be an invaluable addition to the
libraries of music scholars - including musicol ogists, music theorists, and music cognition scholars -
everywhere.

Publication of this book was supported by the AMS 75 PAYS Endowment of the American Musicological
Society, funded in part by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Nicholas Cook isthe 1684 Professor of Music at the University of Cambridge. Author of Music: A Very
Short Introduction, which has been translated into fifteen languages, his book The Schenker Project: Culture,
Race, and Music Theory in Fin-de-siécle Vienna won the Society for Music Theory's 2010 Wallace Berry
Award. Heis aFellow of the British Academy and Academia Europaea.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
LindaMays:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that Beyond the Score: Music as
Performance book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Carmen Hamm:

This book untitled Beyond the Score: Music as Performance to be one of several books which best seller in
thisyear, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will
easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it viaonline. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Maobile phone. So
thereis no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Thomas White;

Typically the book Beyond the Score: Music as Performance has alot associated with on it. So when you
read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Estella Pierre:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine abook. When you learn a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, ssimply
because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
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book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Beyond the Score: Music as Performance will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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