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Dora has always taken the path of least resistance. She went to the college that
offered her a scholarship, ismajoring in "vagueness studies," and wears whatever
shows the least dirt. Shefallsinto ajob at the college coffee shop, and a crush on
her flirty boss, Gary.

Just when she's about to test Gary's feelings, Mimi, the grandmother who raised
her, suffers a stroke. Dora rushes back home to Forsyth, NC, and finds herself
running her grandmother's vintage clothing store. The store has always been a
fixture in Doras life; though she grew up more of a jeans-and-sweatshirt kind of
girl, before she even knew how to write, Mimi taught her that a vintage 1920s
dress could lift awoman's spirit.

While working there, Dora befriends Mimi's adorabl e contractor, Conrad. Is he
after Dora, or isworking from a different blueprint? And why did Mimi start
writing down--and giving away--stories of the dresses in her shop?

When Mimi dies, Dora can't get out of town fast enough and cedes control of the
store to her money-hungry aunt who wants to turn it into a t-shirt shop for
tourists. But ultimately, she returns to Forsyth, willing to battle whatever may
stand in the way of her staying there. Dora can trade her boring clothes for
vintage glamour, but can she trade her boring life for one she actually wants?
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Dora has always taken the path of least resistance. She went to the college that offered her a scholarship, is
majoring in "vagueness studies,” and wears whatever shows the least dirt. She fallsinto ajob at the college
coffee shop, and a crush on her flirty boss, Gary.

Just when she's about to test Gary's feelings, Mimi, the grandmother who raised her, suffers a stroke. Dora
rushes back home to Forsyth, NC, and finds herself running her grandmother's vintage clothing store. The
store has always been afixture in Doraslife; though she grew up more of ajeans-and-sweatshirt kind of girl,
before she even knew how to write, Mimi taught her that a vintage 1920s dress could lift awoman's spirit.

While working there, Dora befriends Mimi's adorable contractor, Conrad. Is he after Dora, or isworking
from a different blueprint? And why did Mimi start writing down--and giving away--stories of the dressesin
her shop?

When Mimi dies, Dora can't get out of town fast enough and cedes control of the store to her money-hungry
aunt who wants to turn it into a t-shirt shop for tourists. But ultimately, she returns to Forsyth, willing to
battle whatever may stand in the way of her staying there. Dora can trade her boring clothes for vintage
glamour, but can she trade her boring life for one she actually wants?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Blogger McKean's retro fashion-forward coming-of-age debut follows Dora Winston as she sashaystoward a
degree in "vagueness studies’ while engaged in afruitless flirtation with her coffee shop boss. She's got no
ideawhat to do with her life, and then her adored grandmother, Mimi, has a stroke, and Dora is whisked
back to Mimi's vintage clothing store, where she learns more about Mimi, thanks to the secret (and
ploddingly overwritten) stories Mimi has stashed away on pieces of paper stuck in the pockets of her most
intriguing inventory. Flashbacks flesh out Mimi's wisdom and wit, while store workers Gabby and Maux
complete the trilogy of strong and funny women who run the business and help Dora find her way. The prose
hovers somewhere below lackluster, however, and Dora's journey is as comfortable and unsurprising as a
favorite sweater. (Feb.)

(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

College junior Dora drops everything, including her iPod, to rush home after hearing that the grandmother
who raised her, her beloved Mimi, has had a stroke. Once there, she runs Mimi's, a vintage clothing store, to
honor her love for the hospitalized owner. Romance abounds in this fun novel set in western North Carolina.
The story gets its suspense from Dora' s crushes, the dippy Gary she left back at college and the newly met
Con. Whom will she choose? And, of course, there are the greedy relatives who try to take over the store.
But she has wonderful friends to support her as well as a considerable amount of pluckiness of her own. This
book originated on McKean's blog,A Dress a Day, which is currently archiving volumes about the secret
lives of 18 dresses from the dresses’ points of view. Those “biographies,” given to the new owners of vintage
outfits, are amusing and intriguing additions to the plot. Romance readers and fans of small-town fiction will
love this positive and enjoyable book. --Ellen L oughran

Review
"A sweet tale, stylishly told: THE SECRET LIVES OF DRESSESisafind!" --Lauren Lipton, author of
MATING RITUALS OF THE NORTH AMERICAN WASP

"McKean adroitly combines awarm small-town sensibility with a sophisticatedly modern sense of humor.
As well-constructed and appealing as the vintage dresses it describes, this novel is apure delight." -Claire
LaZebnik, author of IF YOU LIVED HERE, YOU'D BE HOME NOW and KNITTING UNDER THE
INFLUENCE

"Pleasantly effervescent debut." -Kirkus Reviews
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Novick:

The book The Secret Lives of Dresses can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like abook The Secret Lives of
Dresses? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that
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you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Secret Lives of
Dresses has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can search the
enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Ray Ortiz:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you realy
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extratime? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer
that question simply because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Secret
Lives of Dressesto read.

John Dussault:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which isinside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Secret Lives of Dresses as your daily resource
information.

Carl Fox:

As astudent exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generaly there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
Aswe know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, waysto
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Secret Lives of Dresses can make you sense more interested to read.
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