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In The Crossing, Cormac McCarthy fulfills the promise of All the Pretty

Hor ses and at the same time give us awork that is darker and more visionary, a
novel with the unstoppable momentum of a classic western and the elegaic power
of alost American myth.

In the late 1930s, sixteen-year-old Billy Parham captures a she-wolf that has been
marauding his family'sranch. But instead of killing it, he decides to take it back
to the mountains of Mexico. With that crossing, he begins an arduous and often
dreamlike journey into a country where men meet ghosts and violence strikes as
suddenly as heat-lightning--a world where there is no order "save that which
death has put there."

An essential novel by any measure, The Crossing isluminous and appalling, a
book that touches, stops, and starts the heart and mind at once.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

The opening section of The Crossing, book two of the Border Trilogy, features perhaps the most perfectly
realized storytelling of Cormac McCarthy's celebrated career. Like All the Pretty Horses, this volume opens
with ateenager's decision to slip away from his family's ranch into Mexico. In this case, the boy is Billy
Parham, and the catalyst for histrip isawolf he and his father have trapped, but that Billy finds himself
unwilling to shoot. His plan isto set the animal loose down south instead.

ThisisaMcCarthy novel, not Old Yeller, and so Billy's trek inevitably becomes more ominous than sweet. It
boasts some chilling meditations on the simple ferocity McCarthy sees as necessary for all creatures who aim
to continue living. But Billy is McCarthy's most loving--and therefore damageabl e--character, and his story
has its own haunted melancholy.

Billy eventually returns to his ranch. Then, finding himself and his world changed, he returns to Mexico with
his younger brother, and the book begins meandering. Though full of hypnotically barren landscapes and
McCarthy's trademark western-gothic imagery (like the soldier who sucks eyes from sockets), these latter
stages become tedious at times, thanks partly to the female characters, who exist solely as ghosts to haunt the
men.

But that opening is glorious, and the whole book finally transcends its shortcomings to achieve agrim and
poignant grandeur. --Glen Hirshberg

From Publishers Weekly

This second volume of McCarthy's Border Trilogy-an 11-week PW bestseller-follows two teenage boys
across the American Southwest and Mexico in the years before WWII.

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Sixteen-year-old Billy Parham is obsessed with trapping a renegade wolf that has crossed the border from
Mexico to raid his father's cattle ranch. By the time he finally succeeds, Billy has formed such a close bond
with his prey that he decides to return the wolf to its home, and the two head off into the mountains. Billy
returns months later to find that his parents have been murdered by horse thieves. He abducts his kid brother
from afoster home, and they ride into Mexico to retrieve their property, encountering gypsies, desperadoes,
and itinerant philosophers along the way. Essentially a boy's adventure story written for adults, The Crossing
isthematically related to the award-winning bestseller All The Pretty Horses (LJ 5/15/92; "Best Books of
1992, LJ 1/93, p. 54-58.), but it is not a sequel. McCarthy's luminous prose style, spare as the desert
landscapes it describes, is almost Beckett-like in its blend of deadpan humor and existential despair. An
exceptionally vivid and rewarding novel.

--Edward B. S. John, Loyola Law Sch. Lib., Los Angeles

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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AnnelLarsen:

The guide untitled The Crossing (The Border Trilogy, Book 2) is the publication that recommended to you to
study. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that author use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did alot of research
when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could
possibly get the e-book of The Crossing (The Border Trilogy, Book 2) from the publisher to make you more
enjoy freetime.

Jose Callender:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Crossing (The Border Trilogy, Book 2) can be
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Terry Matlock:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. Thisreserve The Crossing (The Border Trilogy, Book 2) wasfilled in relation
to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Carol Ray:

Asapupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Crossing (The Border Trilogy, Book 2) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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