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Asabuilding type, art museums are unparalleled for the opportunities they
provide for architectural investigation and experimentation. They are frequently
key components of urban revitalization and often push the limits of building
technology. Art museums are places of pleasure, education and contemplation.
They are remarkable by their prominence and sheer quantity, and their lessons
are useful for al architects and for all building types.

This book provides explicit and comprehensive coverage of the most important
museums built in the first ten years of the 21st Century in the United States and
Europe. By dissecting and analyzing each case, Ronnie Self allows the reader to
get under the skin of each design and fully understand the process behind these
remarkable buildings. Richly designed with full technical illustrations and
sections the book includes the work of Tadao Ando, Zaha Hadid, Peter Cook &
Colin Fournier, Renzo Piano, Y oshi Taniguchi, Herzog & de Meuron, Jean
Nouvel, SANAA, Dani€l Libeskind, Diller Scofidio & Renfro, Steven Hall,
Coop Himmelb(l)au, Bernard Tschumi, Sauerbruch Hutton, and Shigeru Ban &
Jean de Gastines.

Together these diverse projects provide a catal ogue of design solutions for the
contemporary museum and a snapshot of current architectural thought and
culture. One of few books on this subject written by an architect, Self’s analysis
thoroughly and critically appraises each project from multiple aspects and
crucially takes the reader from concept to building. Thisis an essential book for
any professional engaged in designing a museum.
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As abuilding type, art museums are unparalleled for the opportunities they provide for architectural
investigation and experimentation. They are frequently key components of urban revitalization and often
push the limits of building technology. Art museums are places of pleasure, education and contemplation.
They are remarkable by their prominence and sheer quantity, and their lessons are useful for all architects
and for al building types.

This book provides explicit and comprehensive coverage of the most important museums built in the first ten
years of the 21st Century in the United States and Europe. By dissecting and analyzing each case, Ronnie
Sdf alows the reader to get under the skin of each design and fully understand the process behind these
remarkable buildings. Richly designed with full technical illustrations and sections the book includes the
work of Tadao Ando, Zaha Hadid, Peter Cook & Colin Fournier, Renzo Piano, Y oshi Taniguchi, Herzog &
de Meuron, Jean Nouvel, SANAA, Danid Libeskind, Diller Scofidio & Renfro, Steven Holl, Coop
Himmelb(l)au, Bernard Tschumi, Sauerbruch Hutton, and Shigeru Ban & Jean de Gastines.

Together these diverse projects provide a catalogue of design solutions for the contemporary museum and a
snapshot of current architectural thought and culture. One of few books on this subject written by an
architect, Self’s analysis thoroughly and critically appraises each project from multiple aspects and crucially
takes the reader from concept to building. Thisisan essential book for any professional engaged in designing
amuseum.
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Editorial Review
Review

"He [Self] lucidly dissects how each of these often complicated buildings works in its context, how it is
perceived and moved through by visitors, how exhibitions can be hung given the architectural
strategies...how the buildings are structured and constructed, how mechanical and environmental systems
operate, and how each is serviced.”

-David Heymann, Cite Magazine

"The Architecture of Art Museums presents a terrific summation of the building type over the first decade of
the twenty-first century and is the definitive reference work on the subject. It belongs on the shelf of any
architect engaged in museum design.”

--Eric Michael Wolf, Journal of Architectural Education

About the Author

Ronnie Self is Associate Professor of Architecture at the Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture at the
University of Houston, USA. He received a Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Texas at Austin
and advanced degrees in Theories of Architecture from the Ecole d’ Architecture Paris-Villemin and
Philosophy of Art from the Université de Paris |, Panthéon-Sorbonne. He is aregistered architect practicing
in Houston and previously worked in the Paris office of Renzo Piano Building Workshop for 12 years where,
among other projects, he was the Architect in Charge of the Atelier Brancusi for the Centre Georges
Pompidou. He writes regularly on recently completed projects throughout the United States for American
and French magazines.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Patricia Smith:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Architecture of Art

Museums: A Decade of Design: 2000 - 2010 book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.
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Aaron Mullen:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The
Architecture of Art Museums: A Decade of Design: 2000 - 2010 suitable to you? Often the book was written
by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled The Architecture of Art Museums: A Decade of Design:
2000 - 2010is the main one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their ideain the ssmple way, therefore al of people can easily
to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. So
that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Carmen Flood:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especialy hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Architecture of Art Museums: A Decade of Design: 2000 - 2010, you could tells your family, friends
and soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Raymond Jackson:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide The Architecture of Art Museums: A Decade of Design: 2000 - 2010 was filled
about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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