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“Funny, perceptive, and moving,” raved USA Today of the first  novel in the #1
New York Times bestselling Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants series by Ann
Brashares, author of The Here and Now.

Some friends just fit together.
 
Once there was a pair of pants. Just an ordinary pair of jeans. But these pants, the
Traveling Pants, went on to do great things. This is the story of the four
friends—Lena, Tibby, Bridget, and Carmen—who made it possible.
 
 “An outstanding and vivid book that will stay with readers for a long time.”
—Publishers Weekly, Starred, Flying Start
 
 “The loving depiction of enduring and solid friendship will ring true to readers.”
—The Bulletin, Recommended
 
 “A feel-good novel of substance.” —Kirkus Reviews, Starred
 
“Uplifting.” —Seventeen

Pants = love. Love your pals. Love yourself.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
They were just a soft, ordinary pair of thrift-shop jeans until the four girls took turns trying them on--four
girls, that is, who are close friends, about to be parted for the summer, with very different sizes and builds,
not to mention backgrounds and personalities. Yet the pants settle on each girl's hips perfectly, making her
look sexy and long-legged and feel confident as a teenager can feel. "These are magical Pants!" they realize,
and so they make a pact to share them equally, to mail them back and forth over the summer from wherever
they are. Beautiful, distant Lena is going to Greece to be with her grandparents; strong, athletic Bridget is off
to soccer camp in Baja, California; hot-tempered Carmen plans to have her divorced father all to herself in
South Carolina; and Tibby the rebel will be left at home to slave for minimum wage at Wallman's.

Over the summer the Pants come to represent the support of the sisterhood, but they also lead each girl into
bruising and ultimately healing confrontations with love and courage, dying and forgiveness. Lena finds her
identity in Greece and the courage not to reject love; Bridget gets in over her head with an older camp coach;
Carmen finds her father ensconced with a new fiancée and family; and Tibby unwillingly takes on a
filmmaking apprentice who is dying of leukemia. Each girl's story is distinct and engrossing, told in a
brightly contemporary style. Like the Pants, the reader bounces back and forth among the four unfolding
adventures, and the melange is spiced with letters and witty quotes. Ann Brashares has here created four
captivating characters and seamlessly interwoven their stories for a young adult novel that is fresh and
absorbing. (Ages 12 and older) --Patty Campbell

From Publishers Weekly
A pair of jeans purchased at a thrift store is the unlikely bond that keeps four best friends emotionally
connected during the first summer that they spend physically apart. This clever (if initially hokey-sounding)
premise sets the course for four intertwined, compelling coming-of-age stories. Carmen doesn't think much
of the pants she buys for $3.49, until she and her pals discover their magical quality. The jeans which fit each
girl perfectly despite their very different body types serve as a surrogate friend for Tibby, Carmen, Lena and
Bridget as they wrestle with new issues of first love, jealousy, fear and sadness in the months before their
junior year of high school. Each girl has a turn with the pants, then sends them on to the next person in the
rotation; by summer's end, when the friends are reunited, the jeans will be the symbol of what the girls have
experienced. Goethals sounds every bit the teenager here, but her sometimes halting reading never quite
captures the crackle of Brashares's writing style. In Goethals's command, the author's snappy asides and
retorts occasionally sound cumbersome rather than humorous or biting, as they were intended. Many teen
girls will likely take these shortcomings in stride and get lost in a story that speaks to them. Ages 12-up.
Simultaneous release with Delacorte hardcover, reviewed in Children's Forecasts July 6.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 9&Up--During their 15th summer, four girls who have been lifelong friends spend the season apart. In
a summer's launch ceremony, they decide to pass along among themselves a pair of thrift shop jeans which
oddly seems to fit each of them, although Carmen, Tibby, Bridget, and Lena have very different physiques.
Ann Bashares' novel (Delacorte 2001) uses this conceit to travel among the friends' four very different
geographic locations, experiences, and self-realizations, making for a complex story in which each girl's
voice is distinct both in text and in actress Angela Gothals' reading. Lena spends the summer in Greece,
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visiting her grandparents and gaining the courage to act instead of always observing quietly; Bridget attends
soccer camp in Mexico and makes a dangerous game of flirting with a college-age counselor; Carmen has
planned to spend the summer with her father but discovers, upon arriving in South Carolina, that he is about
to remarry a woman who has two teens of her own; Tibby stays home in Washington, DC, working at a
drugstore, and unexpectedly becomes friends with a 12-year-old girl who has leukemia. Each girl pushes the
emotional limits of both herself and those around her. While the traveling pants themselves seem rather
artificial, these emotions and the developments they inspire in the individuals and in their relationships ring
absolutely true. The recorded version of this book makes it flow more easily than its print counterpart, due to
Gothals' care in individuating every character's pitch and rhythm while remaining faithful to Brashares'
words and the important pauses between passages.

Francisca Goldsmith, Berkeley Public Library, CA

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Merideth Davis:

The book Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants (Book 1) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants (Book
1)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It
is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Sisterhood of the Traveling
Pants (Book 1) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Wayne Hankinson:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants (Book 1)
book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Nathaniel Mitchell:

This Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants (Book 1) are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants (Book 1) can be among the great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with
information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants (Book 1) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
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vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Catherine Gober:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants (Book 1) when you needed it?
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