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More than two decades after the break-up of the Soviet Union, Central Asian
republics—Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tgjikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbeki stan—continue to reexamine and debate whom and what they represent.

Nationalism and Identity Construction in Central Asia explores the complex and
controversial process of identity formation in the region using a“3D” framework,
which stands for “Dimensions’, “Dynamics,” and “Directions’ of nation
building. Thefirst part of the framework—dimensions—underscores the new and
complex ways in which nationalisms and identities manifest themselvesin
Central Asia. The second part—dynamics—is premised on the idea that
nationalisms and identity construction in the Central Asian republics may
indicate some continuities with the past, but are more concerned with
legitimation of the present power politicsin these states. It calls for the
identification of the main actors, strategies, tactics, interests, and reactions to the
processes of nationalism and identity construction. The third part of the
framework—directions—addresses implications of nationalisms and identity
construction in Central Asiafor regional and international peace and cooperation.

Jointly, the chapters of the volume address domestic and international-level
dimensions, dynamics, and directions of identity formation in Central Asia. What
unites these works is their shared modern and post-modern understanding of
nations, nationalisms, and identities as discursive, strategic, and tactical
formations. They are viewed as “constructed” and “imagined” and therefore
continuously changing, but also fragmented and contested.
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More than two decades after the break-up of the Soviet Union, Central Asian republics—Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan—continue to reexamine and debate whom and what
they represent.

Nationalism and Identity Construction in Central Asia explores the complex and controversial process of
identity formation in the region using a“3D” framework, which stands for “Dimensions’, “Dynamics,” and
“Directions’ of nation building. The first part of the framework—dimensions—underscores the new and
complex ways in which nationalisms and identities manifest themselves in Central Asia. The second
part—dynamics—is premised on the idea that nationalisms and identity construction in the Central Asian
republics may indicate some continuities with the past, but are more concerned with legitimation of the
present power politicsin these states. It calls for the identification of the main actors, strategies, tactics,
interests, and reactions to the processes of nationalism and identity construction. The third part of the
framework—directions—addresses implications of nationalisms and identity construction in Central Asiafor
regional and international peace and cooperation.

Jointly, the chapters of the volume address domestic and international-level dimensions, dynamics, and
directions of identity formation in Central Asia. What unites these works is their shared modern and post-
modern understanding of nations, nationalisms, and identities as discursive, strategic, and tactical formations.
They are viewed as “ constructed” and “imagined” and therefore continuously changing, but also fragmented
and contested.
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Editorial Review

Review

The volume begins with a useful outline of theoretical debates on nationalism and identity formation,
focused on Central Asia, and at the same time provides insights into relevant legacies and current challenges.
It isfollowed by six case studies exploring different aspects of nationalism and identity building.... The
author implicitly acknowledges the contemporary identities promoted by political elites as colonial legacies
and finds conflict solutions in pre-Soviet identities of the ‘ Central Asian civilisation’ that derive from
families and regions, and are by its multi-ethnic approach more inclusive. Overall, the volume provides
interesting (and also innovative) insights into identity formation in the Central Asian countries.... All
contributions explore the field top-down from a macro- or meso-level analysis. (Europe-Asia Sudies)

Ukraine' s violent clashes remind us (as if we needed it) that ethnicity, language, and nationalism are
powerful identity markersin the post-Soviet space. In Nationalism and I dentity Construction in Central Asia,
Mariya Omelicheva has assembled a talented group of senior and junior scholars who explain how Central
Asia s authoritarian leaders and socia entrepreneurs are using history, symbolism, religious beliefs, modern
public relations tools, and distant national traumas to shape identities. Students of Central Asian politics, and
of nationalism and identity politics more broadly, should welcome this timely and important study. (Charles
E. Ziegler, University of Louisvill€)

Mariya Omelicheva has gathered an exceptional group of contributors in Nationalism and Identity
Construction in Central Asia to explore the evolution of identity politicsin the region. Using a variety of
approaches, the author looks at past, present, and potential future definitions of national identity in Central
Asia. The editor frames the questions in away that will make this volume important for both area specialists
and scholarsinterested in the broader questions related to how we perceive ourselves and others around us.
(Roger Kangas, The Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies)

More than twenty years after the USSR's collapse, the politics of identity and nationalism continue to define
post-Soviet Central Asia. Thiswelcome volume will find an eager readership among students and scholars of
the region. (Edward Schatz, University of Toronto)

About the Author
Mariya Y. Omelicheva is associate professor in the Department of Political Science and director of the
Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies at the University of Kansas.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Aaron Powers:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the
crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for
awhileisreading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
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up than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Nationalism
and |dentity Construction in Central Asia: Dimensions, Dynamics, and Directions book as nice and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jeri McKeen:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guysthis
particular aren't like that. This Nationalism and Identity Construction in Central Asia: Dimensions,
Dynamics, and Directions book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyabl e reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer regarding Nationalism and Identity Construction in Central Asia
Dimensions, Dynamics, and Directions content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different asit. So, do you even now
thinking Nationalism and Identity Construction in Central Asiaz Dimensions, Dynamics, and Directionsis
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Stacie Schneider:

Nationalism and Identity Construction in Central Asia: Dimensions, Dynamics, and Directions can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his’her effort to get every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Nationalism and Identity Construction in Central Asia: Dimensions,
Dynamics, and Directions neverthel ess doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucia pondering.

Kari Hughes:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Nationalism and Identity Construction in Central Asia:
Dimensions, Dynamics, and Directions was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike
now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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