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Our culture is well-populated with superheroes: Superman, Wonder Woman,
Spider-Man, and more. Superheroes are not a modern invention; in fact, they are
prehistoric. The gods and goddesses of the Greeks, for example, walked on
water, flew, visited the land of the dead, and lived forever. Ancient Christians
told similar stories about Jesus, their primary superhero—he possessed incredible
powers of healing, walked on water, rose from the dead, and more. Dennis R.
MacDonald shows how the stories told in the Gospels parallel many in Greek and
Roman epics with the aim of compelling their readers into life-changing
decisions to follow Jesus. MacDonald doesn’t call into question the existence of
Jesus but rather asks readers to examine the biblical stories about him through a
new, mythological lens.
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Our culture is well-populated with superheroes: Superman, Wonder Woman, Spider-Man, and more.
Superheroes are not a modern invention; in fact, they are prehistoric. The gods and goddesses of the Greeks,
for example, walked on water, flew, visited the land of the dead, and lived forever. Ancient Christians told
similar stories about Jesus, their primary superhero—he possessed incredible powers of healing, walked on
water, rose from the dead, and more. Dennis R. MacDonald shows how the stories told in the Gospels
parallel many in Greek and Roman epics with the aim of compelling their readers into life-changing
decisions to follow Jesus. MacDonald doesn’t call into question the existence of Jesus but rather asks readers
to examine the biblical stories about him through a new, mythological lens.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Christian scriptures took shape within a rich literary landscape, as the gnostic gospels and the Dead Sea
Scrolls make clear. But MacDonald, a biblical studies professor at Claremont Graduate School and
Claremont School of Theology, sheds light on a different dimension of literary dependence: Homeric
material, especially the epic poems the Iliad and the Odyssey. MacDonald (author of The Homeric Epics and
the Gospel of Mark, to which he directs interested readers for more scholarly treatments) aims here to distill
his findings and present a cogent comparison of Homeric tropes with the Christian gospels of Mark and
Luke. To that end, in brief chapters, the author shows some 24 major parallels explored chapter by chapter,
from 'Born Divine and Human' to 'Disappearing into the Sky.' . . . The evidence certainly seems to
demonstrate . . . dependence by the gospel writers on their masterful Greek predecessor in their stories about
and portrayals of Jesus. (Publishers Weekly)

VERDICT MacDonald doesn’t intend to assail belief; this is not an atheist’s or a scoffer’s approach but
rather a post–Rudolf Bultmann view of the Christian ideal, suitable for believers who are ready to embrace a
Christianity that acknowledges its own myth. (Library Journal)

[T]his book is an intriguing read and worth the time to dig through it... (Faith Matters)

Mythologizing Jesus convincingly explains the numerous correspondences between the synoptic Gospels of
Luke and Mark and the Greek poet Homer; too many, in fact, to be just coincidences and thereby shedding
new light on old texts and unmistakably illuminating an important area of research.  (San Diego Jewish
World)

The author of this work, a professor of New Testament and Christian Origins at Claremont School of
Theology, has dedicated much of his professional work to comparing the New Testament literature with
ancient Greek and Latin classics. This work on Jesus is something of a summary of his more extensive
previous studies on this subject. His thesis is clear. (The Bible Today)

This book is a rare treat. It breams with knowledge of Homer, the Gospels, and early Christian writings....
Read Mythologizing Jesus. It is courageous, refreshing and timely. It unearths a huge truth and breaks ground
in scholarship and theology.  (The Huffington Post)

Exceptionally well written, organized, and presented, Mythologizing Jesus: From Jewish Teacher to Epic
Hero is enhanced with the inclusion of eight pages of Notes; an Appendix (The Gospels of Matthew and
John); a two page Bibliography; a two page Index to Classical Greek Literature; and a two page Index to the
Gospels and Acts. Highly recommended for both academia and non-specialist general readers alike,
Mythologizing Jesus: From Jewish Teacher to Epic Hero is very highly recommended for community,
seminary, and academic library Christian Studies reference collections. (Midwest Book Review)

This book distills much of MacDonald’s decades of scholarship on the Homeric debt of popular literature at
the time of Jesus. Mark’s and Luke’s stock of story motifs were in many cases influenced by Homer: the
storm on the sea, the mentally ill man who lived among the caves, the hero walking on the water, the
message from the dead to the living, the hero turning over the tables in his house, and many others. Early
Christian authors and Byzantine scholars alike noticed the similarities, and now MacDonald has laid out the
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case clearly and forcefully.  (Lawrence M. Wills, Ethelbert Talbot Professor of Biblical Studies, Episcopal
Divinity School)

In this fascinating and provocative book, MacDonald shows how the concept of Jesus as superhero made
sense to people of the ancient Mediterranean world. He argues that tales of epic heroes fed into portrayals of
Jesus in the Gospels, especially in terms of miraculous elements. This is a book sure to fire debate, written
with vibrancy and aplomb by an accomplished scholar wielding classical, biblical, and early Christian
sources with equal dexterity. (Joan Taylor, King’s College London)

About the Author
Dennis R. MacDonald is professor of New Testament and Christian origins at Claremont School of
Theology. He is the author of several books, including The Gospels and Homer and Luke and Vergil.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Anderson:

Here thing why that Mythologizing Jesus: From Jewish Teacher to Epic Hero are different and dependable to
be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Mythologizing Jesus: From Jewish Teacher to Epic Hero giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar
with Mythologizing Jesus: From Jewish Teacher to Epic Hero. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Mythologizing Jesus: From
Jewish Teacher to Epic Hero in e-book can be your choice.

Marianne Haglund:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the book untitled Mythologizing Jesus: From Jewish Teacher to Epic Hero can be very
good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Pete Plaisance:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Mythologizing Jesus: From Jewish Teacher to Epic Hero this publication
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just
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how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Michael Lucius:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the book Mythologizing Jesus: From Jewish Teacher to Epic
Hero to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it.
Beside that the book Mythologizing Jesus: From Jewish Teacher to Epic Hero can to be your brand new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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