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Having embraced alife of solitude in his own hermitage, Thomas Merton finds
his faith tested beyond his imagination when a visit to the hospital leadsto a
clandestine affair of the heart. Jolted out of his comfortable routine, Merton is
forced to reassess his need for love and his commitment to celibacy and the
monastic vocation. This astonishing volume traces Merton’ s struggle to reconcile
his unexpected love with his sacred vows while continuing to grapple with the
burning social issues of the day —including racial conflicts, the war in Vietnam,
and the Arab-Isragli conflict — visiting and corresponding with high-profile
friends like Thich Nhat Hanh and Joan Baez, and further developing hiswriting
career. Revealing Merton to be ‘very human’ in his chronicles of the ecstasy and
torment of being in love, Learning to Love comes full circle as Merton
recommits himself completely and more deeply to his vocation even as he
recognizes ‘my need for love, my loneliness, my inner division, the strugglein
which solitude is at once a problem and a ‘ solution’. And perhaps not a perfect
solution either’ (11 May, 1967).
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Having embraced alife of solitude in his own hermitage, Thomas Merton finds his faith tested beyond his
imagination when avisit to the hospital leads to a clandestine affair of the heart. Jolted out of his comfortable
routine, Merton is forced to reassess his need for love and his commitment to celibacy and the monastic
vocation. This astonishing volume traces Merton’ s struggl e to reconcile his unexpected love with his sacred
vows while continuing to grapple with the burning social issues of the day — including racial conflicts, the
war in Vietnam, and the Arab-1sragli conflict — visiting and corresponding with high-profile friends like
Thich Nhat Hanh and Joan Baez, and further devel oping his writing career. Revealing Merton to be ‘very
human’ in his chronicles of the ecstasy and torment of being in love, Learning to Love comes full circle as
Merton recommits himself completely and more deeply to his vocation even as he recognizes ‘' my need for
love, my loneliness, my inner division, the struggle in which solitude is at once a problem and a* solution’.
And perhaps not a perfect solution either’ (11 May, 1967).
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Editorial Review

Review

"It is said that when Emily Dickinson sent her first submission of poems to the essayist Thomas Wentworth
Higginson, she included a question for Higginson: "Do these verses breathe?' Higginson's response was
presumably affirmative. | imagine asimilar question posed by Merton: "Does my journal breathe?' To which
| heartily respond, "Yes." -- Anna J. Brown America

"What one finds in Mertons writings...is this discharge of the authentic self....What shines through in his
writings and he never seemed to stop writing... is the luminous humanity of a devotion to the journey." --
Toronta Globe and Mail

"Delightful . . . brilliant social, political and personal commentaries." -- New York Times Book Review

"It has often been said that the world-renowned Trappist monk and author Thomas Merton was a man of
paradox. . . . Now, [this] volume of Merton's journals adds greater detail to another, and perhaps his most
surprising, paradox: that this monk and Roman Catholic priest had what he called an ‘affair’ with a student
nursein Louisville over six monthsin 1966." -- Lexington Herald Leader

"When all the journals are published, it islikely that they will take a place with the famous journals of Henry
David Thoreau, G. M. Hopkins, Edmund Wilson, and perhaps be seen as an American version of St.
Augustine's Confessions." -- Catholic News Service

About the Author

Thomas Merton (1915-1968) is widely regarded as one of the most influential spiritual writers of modern
times. He was a Trappist monk, writer, and peace and civil rights activist. His bestselling books include The
Seven-Sorey Mountain, New Seeds of Contemplation, and Mystics and Zen Masters.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rhonda Robitaille:

Book is usualy written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has adifferent type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Learning to Love: Exploring Solitude and
Freedom (The Journals of Thomas Merton Vol. 6) will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or suitable book with you?
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Henry Knight:

The book with title Learning to Love: Exploring Solitude and Freedom (The Journals of Thomas Merton
Vol. 6) posesses alot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book.
Thiskind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you within new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone,
S0 you can read the item anywhere you want.

Janice Pyles:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all thistime you only find book that need more time
to be learn. Learning to Love: Exploring Solitude and Freedom (The Journals of Thomas Merton Vol. 6) can
be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Effie Steger:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn abook you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this sort of
us novel, comics, and aso soon. The Learning to Love: Exploring Solitude and Freedom (The Journals of
Thomas Merton Vol. 6) will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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