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In this case study, readers will embark on an improbable journey through the
heart of Africa to discover how indigenous people cope with the rapid-killing
Ebola virus. The Hewletts are the first anthropologists ever invited by the World
Health Organization to join a medical intervention team and assist in efforts to
control an Ebola outbreak. Their account addresses political, structural,
psychological, and cultural factors, along with conventional intervention
protocols as problematic to achieving medical objectives. They find obvious
historical and cultural answers to otherwise-puzzling questions about why village
people often flee, refuse to cooperate, and sometimes physically attack members
of intervention teams. Perhaps surprisingly, readers will discover how some
cultural practices of local people are helpful and should be incorporated into
control procedures. The authors shed new light on a continuing debate about the
motivation for human behavior by showing how local responses to epidemics are
rooted both in culture and in human nature. Well-supported recommendations
emerge from a comparative analysis of Central African cases and pandemics
worldwide to suggest how the United States and other countries might use
anthropologists and the insights of anthropologists to mount more effective
public health campaigns, with particular attention to avian flu and bioterrorism.
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In this case study, readers will embark on an improbable journey through the heart of Africa to discover how
indigenous people cope with the rapid-killing Ebola virus. The Hewletts are the first anthropologists ever
invited by the World Health Organization to join a medical intervention team and assist in efforts to control
an Ebola outbreak. Their account addresses political, structural, psychological, and cultural factors, along
with conventional intervention protocols as problematic to achieving medical objectives. They find obvious
historical and cultural answers to otherwise-puzzling questions about why village people often flee, refuse to
cooperate, and sometimes physically attack members of intervention teams. Perhaps surprisingly, readers
will discover how some cultural practices of local people are helpful and should be incorporated into control
procedures. The authors shed new light on a continuing debate about the motivation for human behavior by
showing how local responses to epidemics are rooted both in culture and in human nature. Well-supported
recommendations emerge from a comparative analysis of Central African cases and pandemics worldwide to
suggest how the United States and other countries might use anthropologists and the insights of
anthropologists to mount more effective public health campaigns, with particular attention to avian flu and
bioterrorism.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Barry Hewlett is Professor of Anthropology at Washington State University, Vancouver. He received a Ph.D.
from the University of California--Santa Barbara in 1987 and has had appointments at Southern Oregon
University, Tulane University, and Oregon State University. He has conducted research in central Africa
since 1973 and is the author of INTIMATE FATHERS: THE NATURE AND CONTEXT OF AKA
PYGMY PATERNAL INFANT CARE, HUNTER-GATHERER CHILDHODS (edited with Michael
Lamb), FATHER, FATHER-CHILD RELATIONS: CULTURAL AND BIOSOCIAL CONTEXTS (Edited),
and "Human Behavior and Cultural Context in Disease Control," Special Issue of TROPICAL MEDICINE
AND INTERNATIONAL HEALTH (edited with Joan Koss-Chioino). Current research interests include
biocultural contexts of infectious and parasitic diseases; the transmission, acquisition, and evolutionary
nature of culture; hunter-gatherers; and child development.

Bonnie L. Hewlett worked as a registered nurse in neonatal intensive care before obtaining her Ph.D. degree
in anthropology at Washington State University, Pullman. She has conducted research in Gabon, Republic of
Congo, and Central African Republic. Her research interests include medical anthropology, adolescent
development, hunter-gatherers, and evolutionary cultural anthropology. Recent publications include
"Providing Care and Facing Death: Nurses and Ebola in Central Africa" in JOURNAL OF
TRANSCULTURAL NURSING, "Vulnerable Lives: Death, Loss, and Grief among Aka and Ngandu
Adolescents of the Central African Republic" In HUNTER-GATHERER CHILDHOODS (Barry Hewlett
and Michael Lamb, editors), and "Love, Jealousy, and Anger among the Aka Foragers and Ngandu Farmers
of the Central African Republic" in LOVE AND INTIMACY ACROSS CULTURES (William Jakowiak,
editor). She is currently an adjunct professor of anthropology at Washington State University, Vancouver.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesse Fox:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The
actual Ebola, Culture and Politics: The Anthropology of an Emerging Disease (Case Studies on
Contemporary Social Issues) is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Joseph Cosgrove:

The book with title Ebola, Culture and Politics: The Anthropology of an Emerging Disease (Case Studies on
Contemporary Social Issues) includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
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improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Carolyn Berndt:

The particular book Ebola, Culture and Politics: The Anthropology of an Emerging Disease (Case Studies on
Contemporary Social Issues) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead
of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

David Myers:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Ebola, Culture and Politics: The Anthropology of an Emerging Disease (Case Studies on
Contemporary Social Issues) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short time
problems.
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