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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a fascinating, accessible, and reader-friendly book by a master phonetician, about how speech
sounds are made, and how they can be analyzed. Being able to hear the sounds under discussion, on the
accompanying CD, is really useful. I warmly recommend the book to everyone with an interest, professional
or otherwise, in spoken language." John Laver, University of Edinburgh

"This is a radically new introduction to phonetics. The use of examples is imaginative and the book is written
with infectious enthusiasm. It will change the way we introduce students to phonetics." Peter J. Roach,
University of Reading

"Only Peter Ladefoged, the world's leading phonetician, could produce a work like this: an authoritative and
thorough introduction to phonetics written in a style that can be understood by a reader with no prior
background in linguistics." John Ohala, University of California, Berkeley

"[This book] lucidly discusses issues that are not commonly covered in introductions to phonetics, including
computerised speech synthesis and recognition, which ties in with a major focus on acoustics from the first
chapter onwards." Times Higher Education Supplement

From the Back Cover
This superb introduction to phonetics, with its accompanying CD, is perfect for anyone who wants to learn
about the sounds of languages. Peter Ladefoged, one of the world's leading phoneticians, describes how
languages use a variety of different sounds, many of them quite unlike any that occur in well-known
languages. People trill their lips and click their tongues when talking in ways that are amazing to English
speakers. Several of these unusual sounds are reproduced on the CD.

The book opens with a brief introduction to the main forces working on the sounds of languages. Using basic
terms, Ladefoged outlines the acoustic components of speech and demonstrates speech synthesis. Subsequent
chapters on computers and speech describe text-to-speech systems, and show how speech recognition
systems work. The last part of the book describes the sounds of a wide variety of languages, introducing
them to readers largely by means of the CD that accompanies the book, and by reference to the symbols of
the International Phonetic Alphabet. The contents of the CD are available on Peter Ladefoged's phonetics
site, which includes an online version of the CD as well as other useful phonetics links.

This is an introductory book on phonetics that will enable readers to go on to read The Sounds of the World's
Languages (Blackwell 1996) by Peter Ladefoged and Ian Maddieson, and other more advanced books on
phonetics and phonology. With its lucid prose and accompanying CD, it is also a book to be enjoyed in its
own right.

About the Author
Peter Ladefoged, UCLA Research Phonetician and Professor of Phonetics Emeritus, was Director of the
UCLA Phonetics Laboratory from 1962 to 1991. He is author of Sounds of the World's Languages (with Ian
Maddieson, Blackwell 1996), Elements of Acoustic Phonetics (second edition, 1996), and A Course in
Phonetics (fourth edition, 2000).
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pedro Engle:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Vowels and Consonants: An
Introduction to the Sounds of Languages? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have different opinion?

David Cain:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Vowels and Consonants: An
Introduction to the Sounds of Languages will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suitable book with you?

Alonzo Stark:

This book untitled Vowels and Consonants: An Introduction to the Sounds of Languages to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Daniel Campbell:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Vowels and Consonants: An Introduction to the Sounds of
Languages can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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