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The Age of Enlightenment of the 18th century, also called the Age of Reason,
was so named for an intellectual movement that shook the foundations of
Western civilization. In championing radical ideas such as individual liberty and
an empirical appraisal of the universe through rational inquiry and natural
experience, Enlightenment philosophers in Europe and America planted the seeds
for modern liberalism, cultural humanism, science and technology, and laissez-
faire Capitalism This volume brings together works from this era, with more than
100 selections from a range of sources. It includes examples by Kant, Diderot,
Voltaire, Newton, Rousseau, Locke, Franklin, Jefferson, Madison, and Paine that
demonstrate the pervasive impact of Enlightenment views on philosophy and
epistemology as well as on political, social, and economic institutions.
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The Age of Enlightenment of the 18th century, also called the Age of Reason, was so named for an
intellectual movement that shook the foundations of Western civilization. In championing radical ideas such
as individual liberty and an empirical appraisal of the universe through rational inquiry and natural
experience, Enlightenment philosophers in Europe and America planted the seeds for modern liberalism,
cultural humanism, science and technology, and laissez-faire Capitalism This volume brings together works
from this era, with more than 100 selections from a range of sources. It includes examples by Kant, Diderot,
Voltaire, Newton, Rousseau, Locke, Franklin, Jefferson, Madison, and Paine that demonstrate the pervasive
impact of Enlightenment views on philosophy and epistemology as well as on political, social, and economic
institutions.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
The Age of Enlightenment of the eighteenth century, also called the Age of Reason, was so named for an
exultant intellectual movement that shook the foundations of Western civilization. In championing radical
ideas such as individual liberty and an empirical appraisal of the universe through rational inquiry and
natural experience, Enlightenment philosophers in Europe and America planted the seeds for modern
liberalism, cultural humanism, science and technology, and laissez-faire capitalism. This volume brings
together the era's classic works, with more than a hundred selections from a broad range of sources -
including works by Kant, Diderot, Voltaire, Newton, Rousseau, Locke, Franklin, Jefferson, Madison, and
Paine - that demonstrate the pervasive impact of Enlightenment views on philosophy and epistemology as
well as on political, social, and economic institutions. Included are seminal discourses on science and
religion, on the social contract, on the equality (and inequality) of the sexes and the races, and on economics
and markets, as well as homages to nature and sexual pleasure, and poetry and opera librettos that embody
the movement's social ideals.

About the Author
Isaac Kramnick was born in 1938 and educated at Harvard University, where he received a B.A. degree in
1959 and a Ph.D. in 1965, and at Peterhouse, Cambridge. He has taught at Harvard, Brandeis, Yale and
Cornell, where he is now Professor of Government. He is married to Miriam Brody Kramnick and lives in
Ithaca, New York. Among his publications are Bolingbroke and His Circle, The Rage of Edmund Burke
and numerous articles on eighteenth century topics. He has edited William Godwin’s Enquiry Concerning
Political Justice, The Federalist Papers by James Madison, Alexander Hamilton and John Jay and, with
Michael Foot, The Thomas Paine Reader for the Penguin Classics. Most recently he is the author, with
Barry Sheerman, MP, of Laski: A Lift on the Left.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Cao:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
These are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found
difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Portable Enlightenment Reader
(Portable Library).

Jason Faria:

Here thing why that The Portable Enlightenment Reader (Portable Library) are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content
is as delightful as food or not. The Portable Enlightenment Reader (Portable Library) giving you information
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deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The
Portable Enlightenment Reader (Portable Library). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Portable Enlightenment Reader (Portable
Library) in e-book can be your alternate.

Phillip Chadwick:

The book The Portable Enlightenment Reader (Portable Library) will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Portable Enlightenment Reader (Portable Library)
is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Christine Brooks:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Portable Enlightenment Reader (Portable
Library) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Portable Enlightenment Reader
(Portable Library) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can
break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.
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