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In addition to being a great composer, Richard Wagner was also an important
philosopher. Julian Y oung begins by examining the philosophy of art and society
Wagner constructs during his time as arevolutionary anarchist-communist.
Modernity, Wagner argued, isto be rescued from its current anomie through the
rebirth of Greek tragedy (the original Gesamtkunstwerk) in the form of the
“artwork of the future,” an artwork of which his own operas are the prototype.

Y oung then examines the entirely different philosophy Wagner constructs after
his 1854 conversion from Hegelian optimism to Schopenhauerian pessimism.
“Redemption” now becomes, not a future utopiain thisworld, but rather
“transfigured” existence in another world, attainable only through death. Viewing
Wagner’ s operas through the lens of his philosophy, the book offers often novel
interpretations of Lohengrin, The Ring cycle, Tristan und Isolde, Die
Meistersinger, and Parsifal.

Finally, Y oung dresses the cause of Friedrich Nietzsche's transformation from
Wagner’ s intimate friend and disciple into his most savage critic. Nietzsche's
fundamental accusation, it is argued, isone of betrayal: that Wagner betrayed his
early, “life affirming” philosophy of art and lifein favor of “life-denial."
Nietzsche' s assertion and the final conclusion of the book is that our task, now, is
to “become better Wagnerians than Wagner.”
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In addition to being a great composer, Richard Wagner was aso an important philosopher. Julian Y oung
begins by examining the philosophy of art and society Wagner constructs during histime as a revolutionary
anarchist-communist. Modernity, Wagner argued, is to be rescued from its current anomie through the
rebirth of Greek tragedy (the original Gesamtkunstwerk) in the form of the “artwork of the future,” an
artwork of which his own operas are the prototype.

Y oung then examines the entirely different philosophy Wagner constructs after his 1854 conversion from
Hegelian optimism to Schopenhauerian pessimism. “ Redemption” now becomes, not a future utopiain this
world, but rather “transfigured” existence in another world, attainable only through death. Viewing Wagner's
operas through the lens of his philosophy, the book offers often novel interpretations of Lohengrin, The Ring
cycle, Tristan und Isolde, Die Meistersinger, and Parsifal.

Finally, Y oung dresses the cause of Friedrich Nietzsche's transformation from Wagner’ s intimate friend and
discipleinto his most savage critic. Nietzsche's fundamental accusation, it is argued, is one of betrayal: that
Wagner betrayed his early, “life affirming” philosophy of art and life in favor of “life-denial.” Nietzsche's
assertion and the final conclusion of the book isthat our task, now, is to “become better Wagnerians than
Wagner.”
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Editorial Review

Review

Y oung here presents the results of extensive research into Wagner's philosophical writings. Perhaps the most
surprising thing one learnsis that Wagner had arelatively clear and coherent philosophy. In fact, Wagner’'s
philosophy evolved over time, and he always saw himself as more than a composer of operas. Early on,
Wagner, influenced by Hegel, maintained that art and music could play a key role in changing the world for
the better. Later, his philosophical intuitions and artistic aims would be molded by Schopenhauer’s
pessimistic but redemptive views of music. Today, Wagner would be saddened, though perhaps not
surprised, to find that most of his operas are heard only by the affluent—a situation that is the antithesis of
what he was trying to do. Y oung's straightforward writing style is more than welcome in explaining 19th-
century German philosophical concepts, which can get very complex very fast. This book is beautifully
written, clear, and concise. Summing Up: Highly recommended. Upper-level undergraduates and above.
(CHOICE)

Keenly attuned to Wagner’ sintimations of impersona immortality, Julian Y oung explains Wagner’s
evolving views on the redemptive power of musical drama, an artistic salvation that remains possible even
after the death of God. By critically examining Wagner’s philosophical transformation from a Feuerbachian
anarcho-revolutionary to a Schopenhauerian world-renunciate, Y oung uncovers the enduring spiritual quest
at the heart of Wagner’s work: Our deep and enduring philosophical need to learn how to die well. (lain
Thomson, University of New Mexico)

In deft, elegant prose, Y oung convincingly reconstructs two distinct Wagnerian philosophical positions,
especially as concerns the relationship between art and society: an early revolutionary and alater
Schopenhauerian position. In doing so, Y oung casts considerable light on the meanings of Wagner's musical
dramas, and presents an array of fascinating positions on the proper relations between art and society for
contemporary reflection. Thisis an important book for anyone interested in |ate-nineteenth-century
philosophy of music and art. (Sandra Shapshay, Indiana University, Bloomington)

About the Author
Julian Young is Kenan Professor of Humanities at Wake Forest University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rachel Robertson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Philosophies of Richard Wagner. Try to make book The
Philosophies of Richard Wagner as your close friend. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you sense
alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.
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William Mayer:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life stylein this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them isthis The
Philosophies of Richard Wagner.

OraBarbour:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. Itis
identified as of book The Philosophies of Richard Wagner. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Rosie Zimmer man:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. Aswe know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can aso bring usto around
the world. With the book The Philosophies of Richard Wagner we can take more advantage. Don't that you
be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book The Philosophies of
Richard Wagner. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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