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The last Tsaritsa of Russia, Alexandra Feodorovna, was murdered with her
family on the night of 16-17 July 1918 by agents acting on behalf of the
revolutionary Bolshevik government. The story of the demise of the Romanov
dynasty has been recounted many times. This book - the recently declassified
1918 diary of Alexandra - aims to provide something no other account could do:
a glimpse of the Tsaritsa's thoughts and activities from 1 January 1918 until the
night of her death. As the granddaughter of Queen Victoria, Alexandra wrote in
English, though her native language was German and she became fluent in
Russian after her marriage to Nicholas. The 1918 diary takes us into her private
world, revealing the care she lavished on her children during this period of
revolutionary turmoil, how she felt towards her husband, Tsar Nicholas, and what
she imagined about the profound struggle - between past and present, old and
new worlds, the sacred and the profane - then occurring over the destiny of
Russia. The diary reveals that even in her most intimate reflections, she remained
the representative of a great system of belief that had prevailed for hundreds of
years in Russia and that she and Nicholas hoped to perpetuate. We see in detail
the daily confrontation between this system of belief and the reality of the
modern world that had, in every sense, broken free of her and Nicholas's control.
The Tsaritsa's diary is accompanied by an introduction by Robert Massie. A
biographical portrait of Alexandra, the introduction places her in the historical
context of the revolution, her marriage to Nicholas, and the events that
encompassed her, her family, and her nation.
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The last Tsaritsa of Russia, Alexandra Feodorovna, was murdered with her family on the night of 16-17 July
1918 by agents acting on behalf of the revolutionary Bolshevik government. The story of the demise of the
Romanov dynasty has been recounted many times. This book - the recently declassified 1918 diary of
Alexandra - aims to provide something no other account could do: a glimpse of the Tsaritsa's thoughts and
activities from 1 January 1918 until the night of her death. As the granddaughter of Queen Victoria,
Alexandra wrote in English, though her native language was German and she became fluent in Russian after
her marriage to Nicholas. The 1918 diary takes us into her private world, revealing the care she lavished on
her children during this period of revolutionary turmoil, how she felt towards her husband, Tsar Nicholas,
and what she imagined about the profound struggle - between past and present, old and new worlds, the
sacred and the profane - then occurring over the destiny of Russia. The diary reveals that even in her most
intimate reflections, she remained the representative of a great system of belief that had prevailed for
hundreds of years in Russia and that she and Nicholas hoped to perpetuate. We see in detail the daily
confrontation between this system of belief and the reality of the modern world that had, in every sense,
broken free of her and Nicholas's control. The Tsaritsa's diary is accompanied by an introduction by Robert
Massie. A biographical portrait of Alexandra, the introduction places her in the historical context of the
revolution, her marriage to Nicholas, and the events that encompassed her, her family, and her nation.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
For the first time since the Romanov papers were carried off from the execution site at Ekaterinburg, most of
the handwritten diaries of Tsaritsa Alexandra have been released to Russian scholars. In his lengthy
introduction, Robert Massie (The Romanovs, LJ 10/15/95) has drawn on this translation by Kozlov (deputy
director of the State Archive of the Russian Federation) and archivist Khrustalev to bolster information found
in his own works. Very little of substance is added to the discussion of Alexandra by this cryptic diary,
which takes on significance not so much for what it says but for the organizational patterns and styles that it
assumes as the events of the final months of 1918 ebb and flow. Save for the introduction, this book is not
necessary for most library collections. Recommended for academic libraries with Russian Revolution
collections.?Harry V. Willems, Southeast Kansas Lib. Sys., Iola
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Sketchy diary notes from Alexandra's final days of captivity will interest only experts and the most dogged
devotees of the doomed Romanovs. The collapse of the Soviet Union has enabled publication, for the first
time in complete form, of the final diary of Tsaritsa Alexandra, edited by two staffers of the State Archive of
the Russian Federation. Alexandra's diary conveys the tightening restrictions (i.e., painted windows, less
outdoor time) imposed on the Romanovs during their final months under house arrest. It also attests to her
intense religious faith and her boundless love for her children, especially the tsarevitch. But its style is terse
and dry; notations are mere jottings, and full sentences are rare. Helpful footnotes include biographical
details, explanations of religious terms, and excerpts of other diaries. (Nicholas's diary, with its narrative
drive and attention to the outside world, stands in stark contrast to his wife's inwardly turned journal.) This
perfunctorily written text receives an overwritten presentation. Nicholas and Alexandra author Massie and
Jonathan Brent (editor of Yale University Press), who both contribute introductions, assert that the secret
significance of Alexandra's diary lies in its tedium: the tsaritsa's personal record of time, weather, Russian
Orthodox holidays, and birthdays. Such details, Massie claims, record ``her symbolic accommodation of the
new and her resistance to the destruction of a traditional order of thought, action, and belief.'' Brent's
approach is guided by both semiotics and psychoanalysis; in Alexandra's recourse to a private language he
finds ``a complicated relationship to herself.'' The implication is that one must read Alexandra's diary as a
semiotic text encoding the clash between the old and new, the sacred and the profane. Readers who are
inclined to accept this task will find food for thought in the tsaritsa's diary. Those skeptical about having to
decode the diary's ``mute pathos and ironic witness'' will simply be bored. -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rebecca Shadwick:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great and also important the book The Last Diary of Tsaritsa Alexandra (Annals of
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Communism Series). All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Norma Lorentzen:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Last Diary of Tsaritsa
Alexandra (Annals of Communism Series) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Ruth Snider:

Beside this particular The Last Diary of Tsaritsa Alexandra (Annals of Communism Series) in your phone, it
can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Last Diary of Tsaritsa Alexandra (Annals of Communism
Series) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but
you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss that? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Casey Reeves:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book The Last Diary of Tsaritsa Alexandra (Annals of Communism
Series) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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