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Joris-Karl Huysmans' shocking novel of an innocent's descent into a world
of depraved, blasphemous rituals

Durtal, a shy, censorious man, is writing a biography of Gilles de Rais, the
monstrous fifteenth-century child-murderer thought to be the original for
'Bluebeard'. Bored and disgusted by the vulgarity of everyday life, Durtal seeks
spiritual solace by immersing himself in another age. But when he starts asking
questions about Gilles's involvement in satanic rituals and is introduced to the
exquisitely evil madame Chantelouve, he is soon drawn into a twilight world of
black magic and erotic devilry in fin-de- siècle Paris. Published in 1891, The
Damned cemented Huysmans's reputation as a writer at the forefront of the
avant-garde and as one of the most challenging and innovative figures in
European literature.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Durtal, a shy, censorious man, is writing a biography of Gilles de Rais, the monstrous fifteenth-century
child-murderer thought to be the original for 'Bluebeard'. Bored and disgusted by the vulgarity of everyday
life, Durtal seeks spiritual solace by immersing himself in another age. But when he starts asking questions
about Gilles's involvement in satanic rituals and is introduced to the exquisitely evil madame Chantelouve,
he is soon drawn into a twilight world of black magic and erotic devilry in fin-de- siècle Paris. Published in
1891, The Damned cemented Huysmans's reputation as a writer at the forefront of the avant-garde and as one
of the most challenging and innovative figures in European literature.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Joris-Karl Huysmans (1848-1907) is now recognized as one of the most challenging and innovative figures
in European literature and an acknowledged principal architect of the fin-de-siècle imagination. He was a
career civil servant who wrote ten novels, most notably A Rebours and Là-Bas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Chris Boos:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read will be The Damned (La-Bas) (Penguin Classics).

Audrey Patton:

This The Damned (La-Bas) (Penguin Classics) is great book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The
Damned (La-Bas) (Penguin Classics) in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this
publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

William White:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Damned (La-Bas) (Penguin Classics) provide you with a new experience in examining a book.
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Lillian Thrasher:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Damned (La-Bas) (Penguin Classics) or
perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication,
any other book likes The Damned (La-Bas) (Penguin Classics) to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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