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By analyzing ten examples of buildings that embody the human experience at an
extraordinary level, this book clarifies the central importance of the role of
function in architecture as a generative force in determining built form. Using
familiar twentieth-century buildings as case studies, the authors present these
from a new perspective, based on their functional design concepts. Here Grabow
and Spreckelmeyer expand the definition of human use to that of an art form by
re-evaluating these buildings from an aesthetic and ecological view of function.

Each building is described from the point of view of amajor functional concept
or idea of human use which then spreads out and influences the spatial
organization, built form and structure. In doing so each building is presented as
an exemplar that reaches beyond the pragmatic concerns of anarrow program
and demonstrates how functional concepts can inspire great design, evoke
archetypal human experience and help us to understand how architecture
embodies the deeper purposes and meanings of everyday life.
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By analyzing ten examples of buildings that embody the human experience at an extraordinary level, this
book clarifies the central importance of the role of function in architecture as a generative force in
determining built form. Using familiar twentieth-century buildings as case studies, the authors present these
from a new perspective, based on their functional design concepts. Here Grabow and Spreckelmeyer expand
the definition of human use to that of an art form by re-evaluating these buildings from an aesthetic and
ecological view of function.

Each building is described from the point of view of amajor functional concept or idea of human use which
then spreads out and influences the spatial organization, built form and structure. In doing so each building is
presented as an exemplar that reaches beyond the pragmatic concerns of a narrow program and demonstrates
how functional concepts can inspire great design, evoke archetypal human experience and help usto
understand how architecture embodies the deeper purposes and meanings of everyday life.
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Editorial Review
Review

'A timely elucidation of the poetics of use as the fundamental ground on which any architecture of lasting
value must be built. The ten works examined exemplify the fusion of the practical and the poetic, remove our
focus from exterior form to the inhabited space within, and reveal that a building's most important use is to
enrich our experience and enhance the life that takes placeiniit.' - Robert McCarter, Ruth and Nor man

M oor e Professor of Architecture, Washington University in St. Louis, USA

'In this provocative and well-documented book, Grabow and Spreckel meyer argue that conventional
definitions of functionalism should be expanded, thus enriching our appreciation of significant works of
modern architecture.' - David G. De Long, Professor Emeritus of Architecture, University of
Pennsylvania, USA

'‘Compelling in its arguments and clear in its exposition, this book resituates the concept of use at the center
of architectural theory and practice where it belongs. Through discussions of literary texts, paintings, music,
and cultura history, we see how the art of building can not only accommaodate the patterns of our lives but
give them legible and beautiful expression.' - David L eatherbarrow, Professor and Chair, Graduate
Architecture Group, University of Pennsylvania, USA

"Thiswonderfully clear-headed book serves as an antidote to the empty formalism of so much of today’s
architectural avant-garde. Grabow and Spreckelmeyer show, in ten eloquent case-studies, how great
architecture arises out of an elevated understanding of human activities and socia relationships; and how the
best buildings don’t just function, but inspire usto do and to be well. This book demonstrates how the
meaning of buildings often comes from the institutions they house, providing architecture with its content as
well asits contents.' - Thomas Fisher, Professor of Architecture and Dean, College of Design, Univer sity
of Minnesota, USA

'A pair of well-credentialed architecture professors, Grabow and Spreckelmeyer (both, Univ. of Kansas), aim
apair of much-needed barbs at the profession’s stars and their boosters and wannabes: pay greater attention
to functions than to novel forms, and make well-functioning buildings pleasant places to be. Summing Up:
Recommended. All readership levels.' — CHOICE, C. W. Westfall, University of Notre Dame

About the Author

Stephen Grabow is Professor of Architecture at the University of Kansas. He is the recipient of fellowships
from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the National Endowment for the Arts and the American
Fulbright Commission. He was educated in architecture at the University of Michigan and at Pratt Institute,
in landscape architecture at the University of California at Berkeley and holds a doctorate in urban planning
from the University of Washington.

Kent Spreckelmeyer is Professor of Architecture at the University of Kansas. Heis aFellow of the
American Institute of Architects and the recipient of a Kemper Teaching Fellowship and numerous grantsin
the field of healthcare planning. He was educated in architecture at the University of Kansas and at
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University College, London and holds a doctorate in architecture from the University of Michigan.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Steve Bennett:

The feeling that you get from The Architecture of Use: Aesthetics and Function in Architectural Design
could be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Architecture of Use: Aesthetics and
Function in Architectural Design giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy
to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
this particular The Architecture of Use: Aesthetics and Function in Architectural Design instantly.

Jaclyn Utecht:

This The Architecture of Use: Aesthetics and Function in Architectural Design tend to be reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Architecture of Use:
Aesthetics and Function in Architectural Design can be one of several great books you must have will be
giving you more than just ssimple reading food but feed you actually with information that possibly will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Architecture of Use: Aesthetics and
Function in Architectural Design forcing you to have an enormous of experience such asrich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So, let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Elliot Weber:

That book can make you to fedl relax. This specific book The Architecture of Use: Aesthetics and Function
in Architectural Design was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Architecture of Use: Aesthetics and Function in Architectural Design has many kinds or genre. Start from
kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Sandra L eggett:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students fedl that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
picson there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe know that
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on this age, many waysto get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The Architecture of Use: Aesthetics and Function in Architectural Design can make you sense more
interested to read.
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