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Power is the central organizing principle of all social life, from culture and
education to stratification and taste. And there is no more prominent name in the
analysis of power than that of noted sociologist Pierre Bourdieu. Throughout his
career, Bourdieu challenged the commonly held view that symbolic power—the
power to dominate—is solely symbolic. He emphasized that symbolic power
helps create and maintain social hierarchies, which form the very bedrock of
political life. By the time of his death in 2002, Bourdieu had become a leading
public intellectual, and his argument about the more subtle and influential ways
that cultural resources and symbolic categories prevail in power arrangements
and practices had gained broad recognition.
 
In Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals, David L. Swartz delves deeply
into Bourdieu’s work to show how central—but often overlooked—power and
politics are to an understanding of sociology. Arguing that power and politics
stand at the core of Bourdieu’s sociology, Swartz illuminates Bourdieu’s political
project for the social sciences, as well as Bourdieu’s own political activism,
explaining how sociology is not just science but also a crucial form of political
engagement.
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Power is the central organizing principle of all social life, from culture and education to stratification and
taste. And there is no more prominent name in the analysis of power than that of noted sociologist Pierre
Bourdieu. Throughout his career, Bourdieu challenged the commonly held view that symbolic power—the
power to dominate—is solely symbolic. He emphasized that symbolic power helps create and maintain social
hierarchies, which form the very bedrock of political life. By the time of his death in 2002, Bourdieu had
become a leading public intellectual, and his argument about the more subtle and influential ways that
cultural resources and symbolic categories prevail in power arrangements and practices had gained broad
recognition.
 
In Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals, David L. Swartz delves deeply into Bourdieu’s work to show
how central—but often overlooked—power and politics are to an understanding of sociology. Arguing that
power and politics stand at the core of Bourdieu’s sociology, Swartz illuminates Bourdieu’s political project
for the social sciences, as well as Bourdieu’s own political activism, explaining how sociology is not just
science but also a crucial form of political engagement.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals represents a major step forward in the ongoing task of coming to
terms with the legacy of Pierre Bourdieu. David Swartz makes a compelling case that Bourdieu has much to
offer both the field of political sociology and the study of power.”
(Thomas Medvetz, author of Think Tanks in America)

“In Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals, David Swartz makes a convincing case that the social theory
of Pierre Bourdieu is indispensable for understanding politics. Swartz helpfully outlines Bourdieu’s
distinctive contribution to the study of power, the political field, and the state, and offers a rich account of
Bourdieu’s view on the relationship between politics and sociology. Evenhanded and exceptionally clear,
Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals should be on the reading list of every sociologist concerned with
poetical life."
(Neil Gross, author of Richard Rorty: The Making of an American Philosopher)

About the Author

David L. Swartz is assistant professor of sociology at Boston University and a senior editor of Theory and
Society. He is the author of Culture & Power: The Sociology of Pierre Bourdieu and coeditor of After
Bourdieu: Influence, Critique, Elaboration.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Smith:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Symbolic Power, Politics, and
Intellectuals: The Political Sociology of Pierre Bourdieu to read.

Katie Johnson:

The guide untitled Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals: The Political Sociology of Pierre Bourdieu is
the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown
to you. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals: The
Political Sociology of Pierre Bourdieu from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.
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James Pickett:

This Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals: The Political Sociology of Pierre Bourdieu is great
publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using
great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Symbolic Power, Politics, and
Intellectuals: The Political Sociology of Pierre Bourdieu in your hand like having the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt that will?

John Stewart:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals: The Political Sociology of Pierre Bourdieu when you
needed it?
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