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Now more than ever, thousands of readers delight in the adventures of Horace
Rumpole, but despite the publication of more than one hundred stories, his early
years have remained shrouded in mystery—until now.

In Rumpole and the Penge Bungalow Murders, John Mortimer tells the story of
Rumpol€e' s very first case. Looking back a half century into avery different
world, Rumpole recalls a man accused of murdering his father and his father’s
friend with a pistol taken from a dead German pilot. It was thistrial and its
outcome that put Rumpole on the map and began to shape him into the eccentric
and cantankerous defender of justice and reciter of poetry readers know and love.
Rumpole and the Penge Bungalow Murdersis a must read for every Rumpole fan
and a compelling invitation to new readers to get to know Mortimer's addictive
barrister.
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Now more than ever, thousands of readers delight in the adventures of Horace Rumpole, but despite the
publication of more than one hundred stories, his early years have remained shrouded in mystery—until now.

In Rumpole and the Penge Bungalow Murders, John Mortimer tells the story of Rumpol€e' s very first case.
Looking back a half century into a very different world, Rumpole recalls a man accused of murdering his
father and hisfather’s friend with a pistol taken from a dead German pilot. It wasthistrial and its outcome
that put Rumpole on the map and began to shape him into the eccentric and cantankerous defender of justice
and reciter of poetry readers know and love. Rumpole and the Penge Bungalow Murdersis amust read for
every Rumpole fan and a compelling invitation to new readers to get to know Mortimer’s addictive barrister.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Mortimer's beloved barrister, Horace Rumpole, at last tells the tale, hitherto mentioned only in passing, of
the Penge Bungalow murders, the case that made his reputation as a defense lawyer decades ago. Simon
Jerold stands accused of shooting his father, a bomber pilot during WWII, and an RAF buddy of hisfather's
some hours after aquarrel in which Simon threatened his father with a German Luger. Simon appears headed
for the gallows with perfunctory defense from C.H. Wystan, Rumpol€'s by-the-book head of chambers.
Leave it to young Rumpole, an inexperienced "white wig," to see a chink or two in the prosecution's case and
step up to Simon's defense, even at the risk of ruffling his supercilious superior's feathers. Subplots include
the farcical circumstances that lead the romantically challenged Rumpole to become engaged to Wystan's
daughter, Hilda (aka " She Who Must Be Obeyed"), and his introduction to the felonious Timson family, one
of whose hapless members he defends in an unrelated burglary trial—which incidentally providesaclueto a
key motive of one of the principalsin the murder case. If a British airman circa 1942 committing treason in
the belief that Hitler was going to win the war isn't entirely convincing, Mortimer (Rumpole and the
Primrose Path) never failsto delight.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine

For fans of this British crime fiction series, Rumpole is amust read. First introduced in aradio play 30 years
ago, Rumpole has since populated 12 collections of Mortimer’s short stories aswell as atelevision series.
This novel-memoir (the first long piece of fiction starring Rumpole) relates the backstory of the ornery trial
lawyer’ s success, introduces readers to beloved characters, and answers questions about everything you ever
wanted to know about Rumpole, including his predilections for wine, love, and criminal defense. "For
anyone unfamiliar with this series," notes The New York Times Book Review, "here's a charming way to
begin.”

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

From Booklist

* Starred Review* One of the longest-running jokes in series fiction has been Horace Rumpol €'s oft-repeated
reference to his triumph in the Penge Bungalow case, which he defended in the Old Bailey "alone and
without aleader." Fans|ong tantalized by references to the great legal case of the postwar years now can
have a novel-length bath in it. Rumpole, shocked that the newbies in chambers have never heard of this case
(they are even alittle vague about the identity of Churchill, he feels), commitsit to memoir. Mortimer thus
gives us two Rumpoles here: the singularly acerbic old Rumpole, still moving through Chambers and the Old
Bailey, but also wryly commenting on young "white wig" Rumpole--acerbic, fond of quoting Romantic
poets, yes; but also ambitious ("craven,” old Rumpole callsit); and very nervous. A lot of mysteries are
cleared up along the way: for example, how the criminal family, the Timsons, first fell into Rumpol€e's lap;
how hiswife, Hilda (" She Who Must Be Obeyed"), first darkened his door; and the origin of the term
"Chateau Thames Embankment." The Penge Bungalow case itself is arip-snorter: two RAF fliersliving next
to each other in bungalows right after World War 11 are both murdered with a German pistol; the accused is
the son of one of the victims. Masterful characterization and a spellbinding plot, filled with the arcane lore
and intrigues of the Old Bailey, make this one a special treat for devoted Rumpoleans. Connie Fletcher
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dustin Broach:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become alife style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want
really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Rumpole and
the Penge Bungalow Murdersis kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Amos Curley:

Often the book Rumpole and the Penge Bungalow Murders has alot info on it. So when you check out this
book you can get alot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing
this book.

Jackie Thompson:

Y ou may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Rumpole and the Penge Bungal ow
Murdersis simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Mary Curtis:

On this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do
isjust spending your time very little but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of many booksin
the top record in your reading list is definitely Rumpole and the Penge Bungalow Murders. This book which
isqualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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