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This book on the Porsche 911 (996) seriesisthe fourth of aplanned six. It carries
on the tradition established with the author’ s first Porsche 911 book on the 964
series. Everything a 996 owner needs to know plus alot more is contained within
the covers of this particular book. Every known model and version is described.
The various engines and engine management systems for the many different
nations of the world are covered. No matter where on planet earth the owner
resides, their version of the 996 is covered. Manual and Tiptronic transmissions
including the automatic transmission fitted to the AWD Carrera4 and Turbo
models are explained in detail. The different suspension systems are covered. All
the new technology advancements of the 996 of which Ferry Porsche was so
proud are written about along with all the advantages and improvements over
previous 911 models. With 1300 photos and extensive appendices, thisis afact
packed book and a must for any 996 owner.
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This book on the Porsche 911 (996) series is the fourth of aplanned six. It carries on the tradition established
with the author’ sfirst Porsche 911 book on the 964 series. Everything a 996 owner needs to know plusalot
more is contained within the covers of this particular book. Every known model and version is described.
The various engines and engine management systems for the many different nations of the world are
covered. No matter where on planet earth the owner resides, their version of the 996 is covered. Manua and
Tiptronic transmissions including the automatic transmission fitted to the AWD Carrera4 and Turbo models
are explained in detail. The different suspension systems are covered. All the new technology advancements
of the 996 of which Ferry Porsche was so proud are written about along with all the advantages and
improvements over previous 911 models. With 1300 photos and extensive appendices, thisis afact packed
book and amust for any 996 owner.
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Editorial Review

Review

Review from Octane, July 2008
UK magazine

At first sight quite expensive for an al-mono softback, thisis essentially a workshop manual for owners who
have only modest technical ability; i.e. most of us. Even alowing for padding, at 650-plus pagesit lives up to
its 'Essential’ claim, covering every possible aspect of the 996, and can be recommended.

Review by Jim Condon for Heat Exchanger, June 2008
Official publication of the Shenandoah Region of the Porsche Club of America

Breathes there a man with soul so dead, who never to himself has said, “I wish | knew more about my
Porsche”? For those who want to know more, Porsche enthusiast Adrian Streather had already written
‘companions covering the 911SC, the 964, and the 993; his 996 volume just came out in May 2008.

For potential 996 owners, it contains adetailed buyer’s guide listing all of the 996 variants, changes (e.g.,
glove boxes first appeared in 2002), and options. They are supplemented by descriptions, option codes, and
discussions of buyer concerns such as the notorious rear main seal (RMS) failure. The author occasionaly
injects pithy comments (“Luggage compartment and engine lid mechanical lever release system replaced [in
2002] with adraw button electric motor driven system ... if the battery goes flat the luggage compartment
cannot be opened to get to it.”).

From the moment it appeared, the 996 was criticized by Porsche purists for avariety of reasons: it looks too
much like a Boxster (gasp!) and not enough like Butzi’s original 901, itisn't a'real’ 911 because the engine
is water-cooled, the interior contains too much plastic, the car was welded together by robots and not by
gnomes in Stuttgart, etc. In my opinion, a used 996 offers alot of bang for the buck because its 'mystique
surchargeisrelatively small for a Porsche. A good low-mileage 996 typically costs less than an older 993
and not much more than a 964. Going from a 1989 964 C4 to a 1999 996 C2 didn’'t cost me much and
brought significantly improved performance (about 30% in power-to-weight ratio plus far nimbler handling),
comfort (it is easier for a short person to see out of a996), safety (traction control, side air bags, etc.), and
lower maintenance costs (no more expensive valve adjustments every year).

For actual 996 owners, this book is an owner’s manual on steroids. It is|oaded with tables of part numbers
and specifications, photographs, do-it-yourself instructions for minor maintenance work such as changing
brake pads. Thereis also a chapter on performance modifications. Most of the material seems to be compiled
from Porsche technical documents and looks very authoritative. Some has been contributed by non-
professional enthusiasts and should be believed with caution, like you would treat material found on web
forums such as Rennlist. Together these sections account for the bulk of this very bulky (656 pages) book,
and the amount of detail can be mind-numbing. Think of it as a reference manual, not bedtime reading,
unless you are trying to cure insomnia. Unfortunately, the index istoo short, making it harder for the reader
to look up specific information. For example, there isno listing for 'lights' in either the main index or the
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table of contents. Only by going directly to the 'Systems' chapter did | find the eight-page section on lights.
The 1300 photos are sharp but small and black-and-white, as befits a shop manual; thisis not your usual
coffee-table book filled with gorgeous color shots of Porsches.

Despite these caveats, | highly recommend this book for anyone who owns a 996 or is seriously thinking
about buying one. It brings together a mass of useful information and technical advice that is hard to find
elsawhere, and | have aready benefited several times from consulting it.

993c4s.com, August 2008
Porsche cars, products & lifestyle website

If abook’s quality was to be judged on weight and heft alone, then Adrian Streather’ s 'Porsche 996 — The
Essential Companion' would win most contests quite handily. With a shipping weight just over 5 and 1/2lbs
this book offers 640 pages of technical and anecdotal insight into identifying, authenticating, purchasing,
maintaining and optimizing the Porsche 996. In other words, just about anything a current or future 996
owner could want to know about their car isincluded in this easy to read, must have for the Porsche
enthusiast. My first exposure to Adrian’s work was during the research phase prior to purchasing my 1997
Porsche 993 C4S. 'Porsche 993 — The Essential Companion' was recommended to me by afriend. At first |
was alittle taken back by the cost, $62 and change (same as the 996 book) but now | know | could never live
with out it. While not as compl ete as true shop manuals, both the 993 and the 996 companion books are
workshop manual for those of us with only 'modest’ technical skill (which | believe covers the majority of
us.)

GT Porsche, June 2008
UK magazine

It's just over ten years since Porsche made the bold move to introduce its first water-cooled 911 model, the
996. Now, 996s are becoming increasingly available to alarger market, with the 997 having superseded it
and afacelift 997 around the corner, 996s are becoming more of a bargain than ever. 'Porsche 996 — The
Essential Companion' would be a useful addition to any 996 owner, or prospective owner. Beginning with
an historical introduction into the entire 996 series, the book progresses with a useful guide to identifying a
genuine 996 and the key areas to look for when purchasing. Like the 993 and earlier 911 models, more and
more owners are willing to get their hands dirty in the ownership process, undertaking basic servicing
procedures themselves to keep costs down. The book outlines nicely how to carry out these hands-on minor
procedures. Streather then goes on to give an overrun with some considerable detail asto the 996's engine
variations and transmissions and electrical systems. Included toward the rear of the 656 page book is a useful
section on fault finding and D1, covering replacing brake pads and discs, renewing the engine drivebelt,
removing the starter motor and alternator, and removing the front and rear bumpers. Following thisis a short
chapter on engine enhancements for your 996, and finally the glossaries, a Porsche enthusiast's dream. An
owner of a 996 would find this an indispensable accompaniment to ownership.

"... it'sthe best money you'll spend when it comes your 996. This, along with any of the other threein the
series by Adrian Streather, is amust-have ..." —9 magazine
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"Everything a 996 owner needs to know plus alot more is contained within the covers. Copiously illustrated,
there are pictures of virtually every year/model variation." — Porsche Club of America, Riverside Region

About the Author

Adrian Streather isawell established author. This Porsche 996 book is his fourth where he writes about a
specific 911 model. It is his sixth book overall. His passion and enthusiasm for all the 996 models knows no
bounds. Asa 996 owner himself heiswell aware of the technical advancesin all areas that were achieved by
Porsche over their previous models.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Angela Yoder:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Y ep,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Porsche
996 The Essential Companion: Supreme Porsche? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. Y ou recognize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Theodore Dubose;

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book Porsche 996 The Essential Companion: Supreme Porsche
had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Porsche 996 The Essential Companion: Supreme Porsche
isnot only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can
spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Porsche 996 The
Essential Companion: Supreme Porsche. Y ou never sense lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Anthony Davidson:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can
know everything you want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book Porsche 996 The Essential Companion: Supreme Porsche was
filled with regards to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has severa feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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Candace Hernandez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Porsche 996 The Essential Companion: Supreme Porsche when you needed it?
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