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India: Brief History of a Civilization, Second Edition, provides a brief overview
of avery long period, allowing students to acquire a mental map of the entire
history of Indian civilization in a short book. Most comprehensive histories
devote afew chaptersto the early history of India and an increasing number of
pages to the more recent period, giving an impression that early history is mere
background and that Indian civilization finds its fulfillment in the nation-state.
Thomas R. Trautmann believes that the deep past lives on and is avaluable
resource for understanding the present day and for creating a viable future. The
result is abook that is short enough to read in afew sittings, but comprehensive
in coverage--5,000 years of Indiain brief.
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India: Brief History of a Civilization, Second Edition, provides a brief overview of avery long period,
allowing students to acquire a mental map of the entire history of Indian civilization in a short book. Most
comprehensive histories devote afew chaptersto the early history of India and an increasing number of
pages to the more recent period, giving an impression that early history is mere background and that Indian
civilization findsits fulfillment in the nation-state. Thomas R. Trautmann believes that the deep past lives on
and is avaluable resource for understanding the present day and for creating aviable future. Theresult isa
book that is short enough to read in a few sittings, but comprehensive in coverage--5,000 years of Indiain
brief.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Thisbook is comprehensive, yet short; scholarly, yet accessible. It isthe one book | would recommend to
anyone who would like a great introduction to Indian history."--Sylvia Gray, Portland Community College

"Thomas R. Trautmann has produced the rarest of birds: alucid, compelling, and yet sophisticated
introductory text. Trautmann provides the kind of long historical sweep--from the ancient past to the present-
-that serves as the perfect foil for understanding the historical dynamics of the region. Thereis simply no
other single guide to South Asiathat matches either his fine balance of coverage between different historical
periods or his signature combination of enormous erudition with absolute clarity. This book synthesizes and
digtills the lifetime's understanding of a master historian."--Mrinalini Sinha, University of Michigan

"Trautmann is one of the few scholars qualified to speak with authority on the entire span of Indian
civilization, from its ancient roots to its modern present. He has done so in a masterly fashion, without
sacrificing sophistication to brevity."--Sumit Guha, University of Texas at Austin

"This book does what few other introductory texts on South Asian history do-renders all 5,000 years of India
accessible to undergraduates--not just the last few hundred or so. It iswritten with avision and elegance that
are the hallmark of Trautmann's scholarship. His mastery of the history and anthropology of India--both
ancient and modern--is subtly distilled into this readable gem of abook. It is an invaluable contribution and a
pleasure to teach."--A. Azfar Moin, University of Texas at Austin

About the Author

Thomas R. Trautmann is Professor Emeritus of History at the University of Michigan. He is the editor of
The Aryan Debate (OUP, 2008) and the author of Elephants and Kings. An Environmental History (2015),
Arthashastra: The Science of Wealth (2012), Languages and Nations (2006), and Aryans and British India
(2004).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shanika Jeans:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resourcesin it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
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individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this India: Brief History
of a Civilization book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Hilda Dumas;

ThisIndia: Brief History of a Civilization are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The main reason of this India: Brief History of a Civilization can be one of the great books you must
have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information
that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it al over the
place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this India: Brief History of a
Civilization giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Frank Quintana:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title India: Brief
History of a Civilization suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book
untitled India: Brief History of a Civilizationis one of several books in which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their ideain the simple way, thus
al of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Richard Vedder:

Y ou can obtain this India: Brief History of a Civilization by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solveissueif you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of thisreserve are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book.
In the modern eralike now, you just looking because of your maobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are till up-date. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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