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Market liberalization in Myanmar began in 1988 and had some unanticipated
consequences. As farmers began to operate in a context with greatly reduced
government control, there was an explosion in the production of green gram,
which became extremely popular as an export crop. However, market
liberalization in the industry surrounding this new export-oriented crop gave rise
to growing economic disparities, largely determined by access to land, capital
and credit.

Ikuko Okamoto explores these issues through a detailed case study of Thongwa
Township, a place east of Yangon (Rangoon) in the major green gram producing
region in the country. She shows that farmers responded quickly to policy
changes and made maximum use of new opportunities, even in a country where
socialist policies had previously limited such opportunities. She also traces the
consequences for different social groups in rural Myanmar, and shows that
traders benefited the most from the new arrangements, and landless laborers the
least. Her research offers important insights into the transition from a socialist to
a market-based economy, and local-level responses to market incentives. It also
shows that the success or failure of new crops in a peasant economy largely
depends on whether the crop is compatible with the initial resource endowment.
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Market liberalization in Myanmar began in 1988 and had some unanticipated consequences. As farmers
began to operate in a context with greatly reduced government control, there was an explosion in the
production of green gram, which became extremely popular as an export crop. However, market
liberalization in the industry surrounding this new export-oriented crop gave rise to growing economic
disparities, largely determined by access to land, capital and credit.

Ikuko Okamoto explores these issues through a detailed case study of Thongwa Township, a place east of
Yangon (Rangoon) in the major green gram producing region in the country. She shows that farmers
responded quickly to policy changes and made maximum use of new opportunities, even in a country where
socialist policies had previously limited such opportunities. She also traces the consequences for different
social groups in rural Myanmar, and shows that traders benefited the most from the new arrangements, and
landless laborers the least. Her research offers important insights into the transition from a socialist to a
market-based economy, and local-level responses to market incentives. It also shows that the success or
failure of new crops in a peasant economy largely depends on whether the crop is compatible with the initial
resource endowment.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Ikuko OKAMOTO is Resident Visiting Fellow, Resource Management in Asia-Pacific Program at the
Australian National University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christine Clute:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Economic Disparity in Rural Myanmar:
Transformation under Market Liberalization. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Gary Farrell:

This book untitled Economic Disparity in Rural Myanmar: Transformation under Market Liberalization to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot
of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve
from your list.

Young Legg:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Economic
Disparity in Rural Myanmar: Transformation under Market Liberalization.
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Miguel Ross:

You may get this Economic Disparity in Rural Myanmar: Transformation under Market Liberalization by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.
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