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Park ranger Anna Pigeon is enjoying the open spaces of Colorado when she
receives an urgent call. A young woman has been injured while exploring a cave
in New Mexico?s Carlsbad Cavern Park. Before she can be pulled to safety, she
sends for her friend Anna. Only one problem: a crushing fear of confined spaces
has kept Anna out in the open her whole life.
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Park ranger Anna Pigeon is enjoying the open spaces of Colorado when she receives an urgent call. A young
woman has been injured while exploring a cave in New Mexico?s Carlsbad Cavern Park. Before she can be
pulled to safety, she sends for her friend Anna. Only one problem: a crushing fear of confined spaces has
kept Anna out in the open her whole life.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Feisty, resourceful forest ranger Anna Pigeon faced everything from raging fires to deep-water dives with
cool aplomb in her first five adventures. Very early in Blind Descent her courage is put to an even greater
test when she learns that a woman seriously injured while exploring a cave next door to New Mexico's
Carlsbad Caverns is a friend who has requested Pigeon's help in getting her out. "A chilling image filled
Anna's mind: herself crouched and whimpering, fear pouring like poison through her limbs, shutting down
her brain as the cave closed in around her." Pushing aside her fears, Pigeon takes the plunge, leading readers
through a truly harrowing series of tight squeezes. Nevada Barr is so good at involving us in Anna's terror
that when she finally resurfaces, we share her "unadulterated joy. Even the dirt smelled alive... When she
saw her first stars, she croaked out her delight from tired lungs." Above ground, Anna quickly gets involved
in two possibly linked murders and becomes a rifleman's target. As we share the progress of her
investigation, a sneaky suspicion starts to grow of possible suspects within the small community of
spelunkers and National Park Service bureaucrats. Barr couldn't possibly ask Anna to go back underground
again, could she? When it happens, of course, it seems inevitable--and just as frightening as the first time.

From Publishers Weekly
Early in this sixth tale in Barr's evocative and suspenseful series (after 1997's Endangered Species), national
park ranger Anna Pigeon is summoned from duty in Colorado to New Mexico's Carlsbad Caverns. A woman
caver seriously injured while exploring the nearby Lechuguilla cave is a friend who has asked specifically
that Anna help in her rescue. Anna has faced everything from forest fires to deep-water dives with
equanimity, but claustrophobia has so far kept her above-ground. "A chilling image filled Anna's mind:
herself crouched and whimpering, fear pouring like poison through her limbs, shutting down her brain as the
cave closed in around her." Fully aware of her vulnerability, Anna nevertheless takes the plunge, leading
readers through a truly harrowing series of tight squeezes. Barr is so good at involving us in Anna's terror
that, when Anna finally reaches the surface again, we share her "unadulterated joy. Even the dirt smelled
alive." Above ground, Anna quickly becomes involved in pursuing possible links between two murders and
soon finds herself a rifleman's target. A sneaky suspicion starts to grow as we share the progress of her
investigation of possible suspects within the sharply sketched community of cavers and National Park
Service bureaucrats. Barr couldn't possibly ask Anna?and us?to go back underground again, could she?
Wouldn't that be more than courage and credulity could bear? When it happens, of course, it seems
inevitable and thoroughly satisfying?thanks to the writing and plotting talents of a master. Mystery Guild
main selection; author tour.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-When Anna Pigeon learns that fellow park ranger Frieda Dierkz lies injured within the depths of
Lechugilla Cavern, she overcomes her claustrophobia and wills herself into the cave, along with the official
rescue team. Working against her anxiety, Anna concentrates on the difficulties of moving the woman
through passages and over formations while another fear begins to surface. Frieda is sure that an attempt was
made on her life and rigged to look like an accident. Her apprehensions prove correct when she is killed by a
fall that almost takes Anna's life as well. Left with just a shred of information, Anna sets out to find the
killer. Barr brings the intricate, fascinating, and deadly underground world of spelunking into close and
intimate focus using Anna's divergent emotions of awe and near terror as she works her way through the total
blackness. Readers are immersed in the setting, and Anna's claustrophobia, tangibly intense at times, keeps
the tension of the plot tautly controlled. She pushes herself to the limit, determined to solve the mysteries of
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death and dirty dealings that appear to center on the importance and fate of Lechugilla Cavern. While about
half of the story takes place above ground, the intense moments occur in the deep orifices below. Barr has
created a variety of characters in the rescue team, each distinct in personality and style. All of the twists and
turns of the cave and the plot finally come together in an action-packed ending.
Pam Johnson, Fairfax County Public Library, VA
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Olga Snider:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Blind Descent (Anna Pigeon), it
is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Hilton Rogers:

Blind Descent (Anna Pigeon) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Blind Descent (Anna Pigeon) however doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Barbara Figueroa:

This Blind Descent (Anna Pigeon) is great publication for you because the content that is full of information
for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info
accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Blind Descent (Anna Pigeon) in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Nancy Ochoa:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a
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book. Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Blind Descent
(Anna Pigeon) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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