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Alfred Gell puts forward a new anthropological theory of visua art, seen asa
form of instrumental action: the making of things as a means of influencing the
thoughts and actions of others. He argues that existing anthropol ogical and
aesthetic theories take an overwhelmingly passive point of view, and questions
the criteriathat accord art status only to a certain class of objects and not to
others. The anthropology of art is here reformulated as the anthropology of a
category of action: Gell shows how art objects embody complex intentionalities
and mediate social agency. He explores the psychology of patterns and
perceptions, art and personhood, the control of knowledge, and the interpretation
of meaning, drawing upon adiversity of artistic traditions--European, Indian,
Polynesian, Melanesian, and Australian.

Art and Agency was completed just before Alfred Gell's death at the age of 51 in
January 1997. It embodies the intellectual bravura, lively wit, vigour, and
erudition for which he was admired, and will stand as an enduring testament to
one of the most gifted anthropologists of his generation.
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Alfred Gell puts forward a new anthropological theory of visual art, seen as aform of instrumental action:
the making of things as a means of influencing the thoughts and actions of others. He argues that existing
anthropol ogical and aesthetic theories take an overwhelmingly passive point of view, and questions the
criteriathat accord art status only to a certain class of objects and not to others. The anthropology of art is
here reformulated as the anthropology of a category of action: Gell shows how art objects embody complex
intentionalities and mediate social agency. He explores the psychology of patterns and perceptions, art and
personhood, the control of knowledge, and the interpretation of meaning, drawing upon a diversity of artistic
traditions--European, Indian, Polynesian, Melanesian, and Australian.

Art and Agency was completed just before Alfred Gell's death at the age of 51 in January 1997. It embodies
the intellectual bravura, lively wit, vigour, and erudition for which he was admired, and will stand as an
enduring testament to one of the most gifted anthropologists of his generation.
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Editorial Review
Review

"[This] is not only a contribution to anthropology but a subtle and original counterweight to the banalities of
globalization theory."--Times Literary Supplement

About the Author
Alfred Gell isaformer Reader in Anthropology in the London School of Economics.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jennifer Galaviz:

The book Art and Agency: An Anthropological Theory give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
Y ou may use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying abook Art and Agency: An
Anthropological Theory to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or al subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like wide open
and read ae-book Art and Agency: An Anthropological Theory. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Larry Hudgens:

This Art and Agency: An Anthropological Theory usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Art and Agency: An Anthropological Theory can be among
the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
an individual with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy,
you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Art and Agency: An Anthropological Theory forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for examplerich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
pastime. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Brenda Robert:

Often the book Art and Agency: An Anthropological Theory has alot of knowledge on it. So when you read
this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
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reading this book.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

Art and Agency: An Anthropological Theory can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer
giving higher effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Art and Agency: An
Anthropological Theory nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn
you into fresh stage of crucia considering.
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