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The Unsung Heroes of the American Space Program A Bunch of Plumbers is the
behind-the-scenes story of how NASA engineers, armed with butcher paper, slide
rules, and punch card computers, accomplished two of the most successful
missions of the 20th century-the Lunar Orbiter Project that placed five spacecraft
around the Moon and photographed the proposed Apollo Landing Sites, and the
Viking Project that succeeded, against all odds, in placing two landers on the
surface of Mars in 1976. John Newcomb’s account is a tribute to the Lunar
Orbiter and Viking Project Teams and the thousands of other engineers who were
the unsung heroes of the space race. Woven throughout this book are stories of
extraordinary people like Derwood, who launched rockets from Wallops and
continued to play the violin despite losing an arm in a launch accident;
superstitions like Lee Scherer’s lucky coat; and Newcomb’s save-the-day
calculation involving rolls of butcher paper. It is a wild ride mixed with sobering
realities of sacrifice and dedication. And …you don’t have to be a rocket scientist
to enjoy this book.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
John Newcomb While attending Virginia Tech, John had many adventures through the Virginia Tech
Cooperative Engineering Program, alternately working in the NASA, Langley Research Center’s wind
tunnels, laboratories, and at Langley’s rocket launching site, Wallops Island. After graduating from Tech,
John joined the Langley Research Center as a young engineer and quickly became involved in two of
NASA’s early space missions - the Lunar Orbiter Project and the Viking Project. After Viking, John headed
NASA’s Physics and Chemistry Experiments in-Space Program that performed experiments in the free fall
environment of NASA’s Space Shuttle and The International Space Station. John and his wife, Peggy, live in
Gloucester Point, Virginia

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Judith Jordan:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this A Bunch of Plumbers reserve written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still doubt A Bunch of Plumbers as good book but not only by the cover but
also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Helen Thibodeaux:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be read. A Bunch of Plumbers can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by you who have those short time problems.

Emily Higginbotham:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This A Bunch of Plumbers is simple
bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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Peter Christensen:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this A Bunch of Plumbers can make you really feel more interested to read.
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