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This volume provides a new perspective on the emergence of the modern study
of antiquity, Altertumswissenschaft, in eighteenth-century Germany through an
exploration of debates that arose over the work of the art historian Johann
Joachim Winckelmann between his death in 1768 and the end of the century.

Winckelmann's eloquent articulation of the cultural and aesthetic value of
studying the ancient Greeks, his adumbration of a new method for studying
ancient artworks, and his provision of a model of cultural-historical development
in terms of a succession of period styles, influenced both the public and intra-
disciplinary self-image of classics long into the twentieth century. Yet this area
of Winckelmann's Nachleben has received relatively little attention compared
with the proliferation of studies concerning his importance for late eighteenth-
century German art and literature, for historians of sexuality, and his traditional
status as a 'founder figure' within the academic disciplines of classical
archaeology and the history of art. Harloe restores the figure of Winckelmann to
classicists' understanding of the history of their own discipline and uses debates
between important figures, such as Christian Gottlob Heyne, Friedrich August
Wolf, and Johann Gottfried Herder, to cast fresh light upon the emergence of the
modern paradigm of classics as Altertumswissenschaft: the multi-disciplinary,
comprehensive, and historicizing study of the ancient world.
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This volume provides a new perspective on the emergence of the modern study of antiquity,
Altertumswissenschaft, in eighteenth-century Germany through an exploration of debates that arose over the
work of the art historian Johann Joachim Winckelmann between his death in 1768 and the end of the century.

Winckelmann's eloquent articulation of the cultural and aesthetic value of studying the ancient Greeks, his
adumbration of a new method for studying ancient artworks, and his provision of a model of cultural-
historical development in terms of a succession of period styles, influenced both the public and intra-
disciplinary self-image of classics long into the twentieth century. Yet this area of Winckelmann's Nachleben
has received relatively little attention compared with the proliferation of studies concerning his importance
for late eighteenth-century German art and literature, for historians of sexuality, and his traditional status as a
'founder figure' within the academic disciplines of classical archaeology and the history of art. Harloe
restores the figure of Winckelmann to classicists' understanding of the history of their own discipline and
uses debates between important figures, such as Christian Gottlob Heyne, Friedrich August Wolf, and
Johann Gottfried Herder, to cast fresh light upon the emergence of the modern paradigm of classics as
Altertumswissenschaft: the multi-disciplinary, comprehensive, and historicizing study of the ancient world.
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Editorial Review

Review
This learned book is well worth reading and pondering. It examines one of the central figures in the
transition from eighteenth century antiquarianism to nineteenth century Altertumswissenschaft: Johann
Joachim Winckelmann. Bernie Frischer, The Classical Journal meticulously researched ... This is a book of
considerable learning. Michael Squire, British Journal of Aesthetics We are accordingly indebted to Harloe's
well-informed book for many new insights on the early reception of Winckelmann in Germany. H. B. Nisbet,
German Quarterly

About the Author

Katherine Harloe is a Lecturer in Classics at the University of Reading.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Hennessy:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Winckelmann and the Invention of Antiquity:
Aesthetics and History in the Age of Altertumswissenschaft (Classical Presences) is kind of book which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Robert Hicks:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Winckelmann and the Invention of Antiquity: Aesthetics and History in the Age of
Altertumswissenschaft (Classical Presences), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Donald Sams:

Exactly why? Because this Winckelmann and the Invention of Antiquity: Aesthetics and History in the Age
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of Altertumswissenschaft (Classical Presences) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Patricia Baker:

You will get this Winckelmann and the Invention of Antiquity: Aesthetics and History in the Age of
Altertumswissenschaft (Classical Presences) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may
to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now,
you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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