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In The Roots of Romanticism, one of the twentieth century's most influential
philosophers dissects and assesses a movement that changed the course of
history. Brilliant, fresh, immediate, and eloquent, these celebrated Mellon
Lectures are a bravura intellectual performance. Isaiah Berlin surveys the many
attempts to define romanticism, distills its essence, traces its developments from
its first stirrings to its apotheosis, and shows how it still permeates our outlook.
He ranges over a cast of some of the greatest thinkers and artists of the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, including Kant, Rousseau, Diderot, Schiller, the
Schlegels, Novalis, Goethe, Blake, Byron, and Beethoven. The ideas and
attitudes of these and other figures, Berlin argues, helped to shape twentieth-
century nationalism, existentialism, democracy, totalitarianism, and our ideas
about heroic individuals, self-fulfillment, and the exalted place of art.

This new edition, illustrated for the first time, also features a new foreword by
philosopher John Gray, in which he discusses Berlin's belief that the influence of
romanticism has been unpredictable and contradictory in the extreme, fuelling
anti-liberal political movements but also reinvigorating liberalism; a revised text;
and a new appendix that includes some of Berlin's correspondence about the
lectures and the reactions to them.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Thoroughly brilliant, often thrilling and yet always accessible."--Publishers Weekly (starred review)

"Exhilaratingly thought-provoking."--The Times (London)

"Berlin at his best: quick-minded, erudite, witty and profound, and, above all, exciting. To read this book is
to feel the force of living thought coming white-hot from the forge of a superb mind."--John Banville, The
Irish Times

"Here is Berlin doing what everyone said he did best: talk. . . . Berlin remains the tactful guest, discerning
liberalism, toleration, decency and the appreciation of the imperfections of life also among the romantic
movement's legacies. . . . Berlin liked to remind people that when they most believe they know where they
are going, that is when they are likeliest to be wrong."--Colin Walters, The Washington Times

"A fascinating intellectual history. . . . Berlin partakes in a kind of victory celebration, an often breathless
study of the movement that ended the hegemony of the rationalist tradition."--Douglas A. Sylva, New York
Times Book Review

"A superlatively readable and absorbing primer. . . . As Berlin unfolds [Romanticism's] development, politics
and art as we know them become more comprehensible than ever before."--Booklist

"The lecture pace of this volume makes it an excellent resource for both beginning researcher and seasoned
scholar."--Library Journal

"[A] supremely intelligent and illuminating little book. . . . [A] marvelous example of Berlin doing what he
did best--the judiciously poised and open-minded elucidation of 18th- and 19th-century philosophy. . . . In an
era where humane intellectual discourse has been deconstructed, intertextualised, phallicised and generally
kicked senseless, Berlin's writing shines like a beacon."--Rupert Christiansen, The Spectator

"With The Roots of Romanticism . . . we get another instalment of scintillating, elusive, paradoxical thought.
. . . [T]his is a welcome addition to Berlin's ever-growing oeuvre."--Ben Rogers, Financial Times

"This small volume provides the distilled essence of Berlin and it provides wonderful examples of his
technique: vast sentences in which a succession of parallel phrases draws out the meaning, inch by inch, and
ends with a perfect rendering of the original clause upon which the reader has been left dangling for half a
page, believing himself hopelessly lost. The experience is like waiting for an organist to resolve a mighty but
elusive chord."--Anthony Smith, The Observer

"This is a book that would be as salutary a read for prime ministers and presidents as for those who see
themselves as cultural critics. Berlin's writing exemplifies the need for understanding and tolerance in the
face of the plurality of human needs and aspirations, and the incompatibility of human ideals."--Peter
Mudford, The Times Higher Education Supplement

From the Back Cover
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"Isaiah Berlin's Mellon Lectures on romanticism, a movement that he believed to be 'the greatest single shift
in the consciousness of the West to have occurred,' are as eloquent, sprightly, and profound as anything he
ever produced. This edition is provided with fascinating addenda as well as exacting editing and full
references; it presents Berlin's analysis of the contradictions, plurality, and irrationality of a vital conjunction
in intellectual, political, and artistic history, and restores the voice of the magus at its most thought-
provoking and beguiling."--Roy Foster, University of Oxford

"This book provides an excellent account of the topics that were to preoccupy Berlin throughout his life. . . .
It is a history of ideas, wonderfully under control, always with the sense of how those ideas have impacted
on other ideas and eventually on the contemporary period."--Tracy B. Strong, University of California,
San Diego

"In a dark century, he showed what a life of the mind should be: skeptical, ironical, dispassionate and free."-
-Michael Ignatieff

About the Author
Isaiah Berlin was one of the most important philosophers of the twentieth century. A Fellow of All Souls
College, Oxford, he was renowned as an essayist and as the author of many books, among them "Karl Marx,
Four Essays on Liberty, Russian Thinkers, The Sense of Reality, The Proper Study of Mankind, " and from
Princeton, "Concepts and Categories, Personal Impressions, The Crooked Timber of Humanity, The Roots of
Romanticism, The Power of Ideas, " and "Three Critics of the Enlightenment." Henry Hardy, a Fellow of
Wolfson College, Oxford, is one of Isaiah Berlin's literary trustees. He has edited several other volumes by
Berlin, and is currently preparing Berlin's letters and remaining unpublished writings for publication.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joaquin Hogan:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take The Roots of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in
the Fine Arts) as your daily resource information.

Barbara Shephard:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled The Roots of Romanticism: Second Edition (The
A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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Diane Gibbons:

This The Roots of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) is great e-
book for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage word
or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in
it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Roots of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W. Mellon
Lectures in the Fine Arts) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this
publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in
which?

Leslie Heidelberg:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Roots of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W.
Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book The Roots of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan
you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to
like reading that will.

Download and Read Online The Roots of Romanticism: Second
Edition (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) By Isaiah
Berlin #VUK05RL8ZF3

PDF File: The Roots Of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W. Mellon Lectures In The Fine Arts) 5



Read and Download Ebook The Roots Of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W. Mellon Lectures In The Fine Arts) PDF Public Ebook Library

Read The Roots of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W. Mellon
Lectures in the Fine Arts) By Isaiah Berlin for online ebook

The Roots of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) By Isaiah Berlin
Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Roots of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W.
Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) By Isaiah Berlin books to read online.

Online The Roots of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the
Fine Arts) By Isaiah Berlin ebook PDF download

The Roots of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) By Isaiah
Berlin Doc

The Roots of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) By Isaiah Berlin Mobipocket

The Roots of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) By Isaiah Berlin EPub

PDF File: The Roots Of Romanticism: Second Edition (The A. W. Mellon Lectures In The Fine Arts) 6


