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The Doomsday Book By Connie Willis

For Kivrin, preparing an on-site study of one of the deadliest erasin humanity's
history was as simple as receiving inocul ations against the diseases of the
fourteenth century and inventing an alibi for awoman traveling alone. For her
instructors in the twenty-first century, it meant painstaking cal culations and
careful monitoring of the rendezvous location where Kivrin would be received.

But a crisis strangdly linking past and future strands Kivrin in a bygone age as
her fellowstry desperately to rescue her. In atime of superstition and fear, Kivrin
-- barely of age herself -- finds she has become an unlikely angel of hope during
one of history's darkest hours.

Five yearsin the writing by one of science fiction's most honored authors,
Doomsday Book is a storytelling triumph. Connie Willis draws upon her

understanding of the universalities of human nature to explore the agel ess issues
of evil, suffering and the indomitable will of the human spirit.

From the Paperback edition.
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For Kivrin, preparing an on-site study of one of the deadliest eras in humanity's history was as simple as
receiving inoculations against the diseases of the fourteenth century and inventing an alibi for awoman
traveling alone. For her instructorsin the twenty-first century, it meant painstaking calculations and careful
monitoring of the rendezvous location where Kivrin would be received.

But a crisis strangely linking past and future strands Kivrin in a bygone age as her fellows try desperately to
rescue her. In atime of superstition and fear, Kivrin -- barely of age hersdlf -- finds she has become an
unlikely angel of hope during one of history's darkest hours.

Five yearsin the writing by one of science fiction's most honored authors, Doomsday Book is a storytelling
triumph. Connie Willis draws upon her understanding of the universalities of human nature to explore the
agelessissues of evil, suffering and the indomitable will of the human spirit.

From the Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Connie Willis labored five years on this story of a history student in 2048 who is transported to an English
village in the 14th century. The student arrives mistakenly on the eve of the onset of the Black Plague. Her
dealings with afamily of "contemps" in 1348 and with her historian cohorts lead to complications as the
book unfoldsinto a surprisingly dark, deep conclusion. The book, which won Hugo and Nebula Awards,
draws upon Willis understanding of the universalities of human nature to explore the ageless issues of evil,
suffering and the indomitable will of the human spirit.

From Publishers Weekly

This new book by Hugo- and Nebula-award-winning author Willis ( Lincoln's Dreams) is an intelligent and
satisfying blend of classic science fiction and historical reconstruction. Kivrin, ahistory student at Oxford in
2048, travels back in timeto a 14th-century English village, despite a host of misgivings on the part of her
unofficial tutor. When the technician responsible for the procedure falls prey to a 21st-century epidemic, he
accidentally sends Kivrin back not to 1320 but to 1348--right into the path of the Black Death. Unaware at
first of the error, Kivrin becomes deeply involved in the life of the family that takes her in. But before long
she learns the truth and comes face to face with the horrible, unending suffering of the plague that would
wipe out half the population of Europe. Meanwhile, back in the future, modern science shows itsalf infinitely
superior in its response to epidemics, but human nature evidences no similar evolution, and scapegoating is
still alive and well in acampaign against "infected foreigners."p. 204 This book finds villains and heroesin
al ages, and love, too, which Kivrin hearsin the revealing and quietly touching deathbed confession of a
village priest.

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

A time-traveling history student is trapped in the Middle Ages, dangeroudly close to the onset of the Black
Plague. Her rescuers in 21st-century Oxford battle their own deadly epidemic to reach her intime. The
author of Lincoln's Dreams ( LJ 4/15/87) balances two storylines with exquisite skill as she depicts a pair of
closely knit communities--each facing an unknown and frightening enemy. Willis uses the language of time
travel and advanced technologies to speak of human concerns, finding parallels that transcend time in the
hopes, struggles, and fears of her modern and medieval characters. The clarity and consistency of her
writing, aswell as her deft storytelling ability, place her among this decade's most promising writers. A
priority purchase.

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Marie Veasquez:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Doomsday Book why because the amazing cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
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or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

James Thrasher:

This The Doomsday Book is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately
using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentencesinsideit. So if you are read the item hurriedly
you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Doomsday Book in your hand like finding the
world inyour arm, factsin it isnot ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So, it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Eli Benton:

Y ou could spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Doomsday Book is ssmpleto create
you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring
the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the book
in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

John Mendoza:

Y ou may get this The Doomsday Book by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to
be your solve troubleif you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you
just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let'stry to choose proper ways for you.
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